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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, August 7, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey 
Norman McCall 
Glynn Carver
Perry Gisclair >
Joseph Cormier 
Tom Cattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Chairman Babin called for a motion for approval of the July 8, 
1997 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Carver and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

A Declaration of Emergency on Non-Resident Fishing License 
Fees was presented by Mr. Don Puckett. The emergency request was 
to maintain status quo on the current non-resident basic and 
saltwater fishing licenses so the Department can have time to order 
new licenses mandated by the legislature. Chairman Babin asked if 
everyone was aware of what was going on? Then he stated the 
legislature changed the license fees, but some of the old licenses 
would have to be continued until the new licenses are printed. 
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Declaration of 
Emergency. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and under the authority of R.S. 56:6(28), the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may 
purchase one of the following temporary recreational fishing 
licenses:



(1) a three-day basic recreational sport fishing license for 
a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid for three 
consecutive days, including the day of issue.

(2) a two-day temporary combination basic fishing and 
saltwater fishing license at a fee of $23.

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 Legislature, 
effective August 15, 1997, the only valid nonresident licenses 
available to the public for a period of two to three months will be 
the nonresident basic fishing license with a fee of $31, and the 
nonresident saltwater fishing license with a fee of $36. This Act 
repealed the seven-day nonresident basic fishing license and the 
seven-day nonresident saltwater fishing license; it also deleted 
the two-day combination basic and saltwater fishing licenses. This 
Act created a three-day saltwater fishing license with a fee of 
$20, and increased the established three-day nonresident basic 
fishing license from $10 to $20. It will take two to three months 
to have these licenses printed and distributed statewide.

Thus, until it is possible to print and distribute these new 
three-day nonresident licenses, there is a need to have available 
nonresident trip fishing licenses. Failure to have such licenses 
available will serve as a severe inconvenience to the fishing 
public and will have dire economic impacts on the state from the 
loss of revenue associated with nonresident recreational fishing 
activity.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Declaration of Emergency for Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes was presented 
by Mr. Hugh Bateman. He stated the proposed action would allow for 
either sex deer hunting in House District 20. The rule for the 
hunting regulations adopted at the July's Commission Meeting listed 
closure for these areas because of pending legislation. After the 
July meeting, the Governor vetoed the legislation. Mr. Bateman 
requested the Declaration of Emergency be approved to change it 
back to what the staff originally recommended in March. Mr. 
Bateman stated the staff was very pleased the Governor took the 
action. Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Bateman to address an issue 
on the opening of squirrel and rabbit season along with 
muzzleloader in Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin felt this was not 
the appropriate time to bring this item up since it was a separate 
issue. Commissioner Cormier asked if the Commission could vote on 
each item separately? Mr. Don Puckett suggested Commissioner 
Cormier's item be taken up after discussing the either sex hunting. 
Then Mr. Puckett stated, since this was not a specific item on the 
agenda, a two-thirds vote would be needed to discuss and take 
action. Commissioner Cattle made a motion to accept the Resolution 
and Declaration of Emergency on either sex hunting as presented by
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Mr. Bateman. Commissioner McCall seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997. ‘

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate 
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in 
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin 
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting 
passed regulations that would have closed either sex 
hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above 
in response to HB 1316, and

WHEREAS, before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the 
state made a decision to veto the bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management 
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to 
properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex 
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, 
Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House 
Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

3



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

Either Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type 
Allowed

(Archery, Muzzle 
loader, Modern 

Firearm)

Season Dates

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types Area 1-Nov. 22- 
23, 28-30 
Area 2-Oct. 25- 
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 1-1, 
l—2,2—l,2—2,3—
1,3-2,4-1,4-2,5- 
1,5—2,6—1, and 
8-1

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

Concordia That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 5-3 
and 5-4

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
3 0, Dec. 6—7, 
13-14

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting 
of either sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons 
was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either 
sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission 
closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response 
to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by
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Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management 
to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not 
sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and 
allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent 
information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting 
Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset 
on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Commissioner Cormier asked if he could be recognized to 
present a Declaration of Emergency on the Muzzleloader Season, 
Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin asked if anyone objected to 
deviating from the agenda? Hearing no objection, Commissioner 
Cormier asked the Commission to change a hunting date that was 
ratified at July's Commission Meeting. He felt there was a danger 
to the public in opening the squirrel and rabbit seasons on the 
same date as the muzzleloader season. Secretary Jenkins stated the 
proper thing before discussing any further was to wave the rules 
and put it on the agenda with a two-thirds vote and then it could 
be discussed. Chairman Babin apologized stating he was uncertain 
of what to do since this was the first time this situation has 
occurred. Mr. Puckett explained a motion and second was needed to 
take the item up; then if approved, the Commission can discuss it 
and act on it. Commissioner Cormier made a motion to deviate from 
the agenda to take up a new item. Commissioner Hanchey seconded 
the motion and it passed with no opposition. Commissioner Cormier 
stated the muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 and squirrel and 
rabbit seasons would open on the same date. He then asked the 
Commission to consider voting for a Resolution that would push the 
opening date of the muzzleloader season back two days. 
Commissioner Gisclair asked Col. Vidrine when was the resolution 
put together and why did he not give a copy to the Commissioners at 
the Hunting Regulations Committee Meeting? Col. Vidrine stated he 
met with Mr. Johnnie Tarver the day before and Mr. Tarver's staff 
prepared the Resolution. After the Committee Meeting, Col. Vidrine 
made copies of the Resolution and gave them to Commissioner 
Hanchey. Commissioner Hanchey stated this was a very important 
issue. Col. Vidrine stated Areas 3 and 7 are heavily hunted areas 
and felt there may be a safety problem. Commissioner Gisclair 
stated he agreed with Commissioner Hanchey that it was a very 
important issue, but also noted nothing was said about a Resolution 
being prepared. Commissioner Cattle asked if muzzleloader season 
would go from Monday to Monday? Commissioner Hanchey stated the 
muzzleloader season should remain closed the first 2 days of 
squirrel season and then open on Monday. Commissioner Cattle asked 
if muzzleloader season was a one week season?
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Chairman Babin asked Mr. Bateman to clarify the season dates. 
But before doing that, Chairman Babin recognized Governor Foster 
and thanked him for attending the meeting. Mr. Bateman stated, if 
action was taken, it would create a five day muzzleloader season 
and it would not include the weekend. Commissioner Cattle stated 
the season would be a five day season instead of seven days. 
Chairman Babin stated, if action was taken, it would create a 5 day 
muzzleloader season. Mr. Bateman stated the season would occur on 
private lands only and not involves any public lands. Commissioner 
Hanchey emphasized this action would involve only Areas 3 and 7. 
Chairman Babin asked for any public comments and none were heard. 
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to change Areas 3 and 7 
muzzleloader season and it was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. 
The motion passed with opposition from Commissioner Carver.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes 
that opening weekend of the squirrel and rabbit season 
typically results in one of the largest turnouts of 
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that 
opening a gun season for deer simultaneously with the 
opening day of squirrel and rabbit season could result in 
a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at the July Commission meeting established 
season dates that opened the statewide squirrel and 
rabbit seasons and the muzzleloader seasons in Areas 3 
and 7 simultaneously, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has 
always stressed the importance of safety and believes 
that it is in the best interest of all hunters to avoid 
the potential conflict that opening these seasons 
together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached season dates for
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muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 by Declaration of 
Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr. , Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

Muzzleloader Season for Areas 3 and 7

The muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to 
read as follows:

Area 3 - October 6 - October 10
December 13 - December 19

Area 7 - October 6 - October 10 
January 19 - January 25

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to close the 
muzzleloader season in these two areas to avoid conflict with the 
opening day of the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The 
Commission believes that allowing the muzzleloader season and the 
statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons to open simultaneously could 
result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on the 
opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 Hunting Seasons 
were formally adopted at the July Commission Meeting and the 
hunting pamphlet is currently being printed. As a result, there is 
insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal 
Administrative Procedure Act procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on 
October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 2, 1998.
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Daniel Babin 
Chairman

The Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997-98 Hunting Season 
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal was 
handled by Mr. Mike Olinde. The action would ratify the seasons 
presented at the previous Commission Meeting. One change that has 
occurred since then was moving the third split for the dove season 
to December 13 through January 11. Chairman Babin asked Mr. Olinde 
to read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. 
Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the Resolution and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouaer LA 
August 7 r 1997.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early 
migratory bird season regulations that include dove, 
snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for early migratory bird seasons.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997- 
98 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days
September 6 - September 14 
October 18 - November 17 
December 13 - January 11
Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24

TEAL:
September 20 - September 28
Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green

winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps 
required.

RAILS: Split Season
September 20 - September 28 
November 8 - January 7
KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

Possession 30.
SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.

GALLINULES: Split season
September 20 - September 28 
November 8 - January 7
Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

SNIPE: November 8 - February 22
Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16
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WOODCOCKS December 18 - January 31
Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

SHOOTING HOURS:
Tealr Rail. GallinuleP Snipe and Woodcock: One-half hour

before sunrise to sunset.
Dove; One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to 

sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19, and December 13-14.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through
sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Declaration of Emergency to Set Pheasant Hunting Season Dates 
was also handled by Mr. Mike Olinde. These dates were presented 
along with the Notice of Intent at the March meeting, but were left 
out when the hunting season dates were ratified, stated Mr. Olinde. 
The recommended season dates for pheasant would be November 27 
through January 31 with a bag limit of two males only and 
possession limit of four males. Commissioner Cormier made a motion 
to accept the Resolution. Commissioner Cattle seconded the motion 
and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
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taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the 
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant 
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr. , Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season
Date Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours
Nov. 27- 2 males only 4 males only h hour before
Jan. 31 sunrise to h

hour after sunset

Area Description
Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of 

Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique 
Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary 
of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River, 
east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of 
Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA

11



108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and 
south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting 
of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begin in 
November 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the 
requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset 
on February 1, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Mr. Robert Helm presented the next item. Announce Tentative 
1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for Ducks, Coots & Geese. A video 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on duck production was 
shown at this point in the meeting. Mr. Helm stated the fall 
flight index has been revised downward to 92 million birds from 94 
million as stated in the video. The video did not go into geese 
production, but Mr. Helm stated the snow geese are doing too well 
with a good production year; white fronted geese production was 
expected to be down a bit? and specklebellies will be plentiful in 
Louisiana again this year. Mr. Helm met with the Mississippi 
Flyway Council to develop hunting season recommendations to present 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Service has accepted 
the Council's recommendations which consists of a 60 day duck 
season with a 6 bird daily bag limit. The daily bag limit will 
have several changes which include going from 1 pintail to 3 
pintails, and from 1 mallard hen to 2 mallard hens. Mr. Helm felt 
these were the “good times” with this being one of the most liberal 
seasons since the 1957-58 season. The dates for the west zone 
would be November 8 through November 30 and reopen on December 13 
through January 18. January 18 is the latest date the season can 
go as far as Federal regulations go, stated Mr. Helm. The east 
zone and Catahoula Lake opening dates would be November 15 through 
December 14 and reopen on December 20 and go through January 18. 
A Youth Waterfowl Day would be held on January 24. Chairman Babin 
asked Mr. Helm to explain why January 18 was the latest date for 
the duck season and who makes these regulations. Mr. Helm 
explained the Federal Government provides guidelines for the states 
to follow and this year's framework was to open the season no 
earlier than October 1 and close it no later than the Saturday 
closest to January 20. A recommendation was made to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to extend the framework to January 31, but it 
was not accepted by the Service. Chairman Babin stated if the duck 
populations continue as they have, the January 31 deadline could be 
something that could be requested every year. Going on with the 
regulations, Mr. Helm stated the daily limits would be six birds 
and may include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which 
may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3
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pintail, 1 canvasback and 2 redheads. Mergansers bag limit is 5. 
Geese will have a statewide season with season dates of November 8 
through February 22 for snows and a daily bag limit of 10. White 
front or specklebellies season would run from November 8 through 
November 30 and reopen on December 13 through January 28 and have 
a daily bag limit of two. A special Canada Goose Season would be 
held from January 20 through January 28. Chairman Babin opened the 
meeting for public comments.

An unidentified speaker asked what reason did the Federal 
Government give for not extending the season or for not going along 
with the recommendations? Mr. Helm stated the Federal Government 
was concerned with the unknown factors of what would happen if the 
season was extended. Then the speaker asked what percent of the 
ducks do hunters harvest? 1 Mr. Helm answered 10 to 12 percent. 
Chairman Babin hoped to see the extension in the near future as 
long as duck populations continued to increase. Mr. Helm 
appreciated seeing the number of people attending the meeting even 
if they may have other concerns.

Mr. Richard Sterlings, Grand Chenier, asked why southwest 
Louisiana had different dates from the other zones since the 
biggest problem affecting ducks was gun pressure. He asked to 
consider opening the west zone around the same time as the northern 
areas open. Mr. Helm stated the marshes provide the early habitat 
in early November when the agricultural fields and backwater 
flooding is not apparent. He then stated there was not much 
habitat for the ducks to go to north of Eunice in early November.

Commissioner Gisclair requested Mr. Helm explain a waterfowl 
survey that would be mailed to hunters. Mr. Helm stated the staff 
was interested in hunters opinions and concerns and a survey would 
be sent to 12,000 duck hunters throughout the State requesting 
their input. Chairman Babin stated the Department and Commission 
needs as much public input as possible and requested the surveys be 
completed and returned.

An unidentified speaker asked that the season dates be read 
again. Chairman Babin read the dates for the East Zone, West Zone 
and Catahoula Lake. Hearing no further comments. Commissioner 
McCall made a motion to accept the season recommendations and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no 
opposition.

Chairman Babin asked if there were any Public Comments on the 
1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season Proposals. There were no public 
comments heard.

The next item, Rule Ratification for Black Bass Regulations, 
Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex was handled by Mr. 
Bennie Fontenot. The rule would make permanent the 14 inch minimum 
size on black bass in the Atchafalaya River Basin, Lake Palourde
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and Lake Verret Complex. A Notice of Intent was passed at the 
April Commission Meeting. Mr. Fontenot advised the Commission that 
if no action was taken, the rule in place would sunset on September 
30, 1997 and there would be no size restriction on bass in that 
area. Mr. Fontenot reminded the Commission of several highlights 
given during an in-depth presentation at the April Meeting. These 
included: the staffs recommendation to continue the 14 inch 
minimum; data showed bass 14 inches or greater taken after the 
Hurricane has doubled in numbers; and the results of an opinion 
survey of 2,666 anglers in which fishermen want a size limit 
regulation in the Basin. The Commission directed Mr. Fontenot to 
contact the Department of Health and Hospitals about a mercury 
concern in the Basin area. Representatives from the Office of 
Public Health, Dr. Margaret Metcalf and Dr. Bill Hartley, were in 
attendance and ready to make a statement as well as answer any 
questions.

Dr. Margaret Metcalf began stating all of the fish advisories 
were listed in the fishing regulations pamphlet, and a telephone 
number that could provide an update on the advisories. The 
Department of Environmental Quality does the sampling, then 
provides the data to Department of Health and Hospitals and then 
recommendations are made as to issuing an advisory, additional 
samples needed or which fish needed further sampling. Dr. Metcalf 
stated that fish sampled from the Henderson area would be from all 
sizes, but the data for advisories would come from those fish that 
are legal to catch. Commissioner Gisclair asked, when samples are 
taken, would an average be used as the data base? Then he asked if 
the data for just legal size fish could raise the level higher than 
what was recorded in the average? Dr. Bill Hartley stated, from 
samples taken in Henderson Lake, very few composites were below the 
14 inch minimum. They ran samples again with fish within the legal 
range, and it did not change the current advisory, stated Dr. 
Hartley. Commissioner Gisclair asked what was the advisory for 
Henderson Lake? Dr. Hartley answered, no more than one meal per 
month of largemouth bass, crappie or freshwater drum for pregnant 
women and children under the age of 7. Commissioner Carver asked 
how many people have developed deformities from eating more than 
one meal per month and where was the mercury coming from? Dr. 
Hartley stated the mercury was coming from aerial deposition from 
power industries or other sources. Commissioner Carver asked if 
there were any waterways that do not have mercury contamination and 
was it a naturally occurring thing that was in all of the 
waterways? Dr. Hartley stated .5 ppm is the action level at which 
meals are restricted to those with developing nervous systems. 
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any examples throughout the 
United States that shows eating fish with mercury has caused 
medical problems? Dr. Hartley stated he did not know of any mass 
poisoning from eating fish here in the United States. Commissioner 
Carver stated he was not interested in mass poisoning, he wanted to 
know if there were any examples that caused abnormalities or loss 
of pregnancies? Dr. Hartley stated there have been individual
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cases reported. Then he stated a major source of mercury was from 
fish and also tuna fish. Commissioner Carver asked if someone ate 
14 inch fish from the Basin on a weekly basis, would they develop 
abnormalities? Dr. Hartley stated he would probably have to answer 
no. Commissioner Cattle stated he read a case study on how mercury 
with readings of 10 ppm affected humans. Then he asked why was 
there such a large margin of disparity and are there any samples 
that have levels higher than 3 ppm? Commissioner McCall asked if 
mercury found in tuna fish was taken from the Gulf or worldwide? 
Dr. Hartley stated the tuna fish came from worldwide samples. 
Commissioner Carver asked if the mercury levels being discussed 
could have been around for 10,000 years and that these levels did 
not form a straight line curve, it could go up or down depending 
upon atmospheric and water conditions. Then he stated that when 
fish samples are conducted, 'someone should be looking at the food 
eaten by the fish. Also, Commissioner Carver felt the mercury 
situation was being used to justify removing the 14 inch limit.

Mr. Warren Sheets asked Dr. Hartley how many humans have been 
tested for mercury in Louisiana? Dr. Hartley stated, with 
additional money being allocated, testing of humans for mercury 
could be provided to the citizens of Louisiana soon.

Mr. Dan Brabham asked if the advisories issued were from fish 
within the legal limits? Then he asked if the smaller fish, less 
than 14 inches, would be safer to eat? Dr. Hartley stated 
generally the longer a fish is around, the better the chances are 
mercury will be in them. But, he stated there is data that shows 
some bass under 14 inches from Henderson Lake have as much mercury 
as fish over 14 inches. The advisories are based on the fish there 
and size range of fish eaten by people. Commissioner Carver asked 
if people ate fish over 14 inches, it should not hurt them? Dr. 
Hartley agreed. Commissioner Cattle asked if the mercury in the 
fish now was at a harmful stage? Dr. Hartley stated no.

Then Commissioner Carver thanked Dr. Hartley and Dr. Metcalf 
for coming to the meeting and answering their questions. Chairman 
Babin then called for public comments.

Ms. Maura Wood, Sierra Club-Louisiana Office, began by handing 
out graphs and reminding them of a letter sent on the mercury issue 
in part of the Atchafalaya Basin. The graphs handed out were from 
a report from the Arkansas Mercury Task Force which related fish 
length to mercury contamination in ppm and a chart on mercury from 
largemouth bass caught in the Pearl River. Ms. Wood stated from 
the graphs, the trend is for larger fish to have higher mercury 
concentrations. The Sierra Club asked the Commission to consider 
health implications when setting a minimum size limit on fish. Ms. 
Wood stated an advisory was issued for Lake Vernon suggesting that 
smaller fish be consumed rather than the larger fish.
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Mr. Warren Sheets stated he had copies of the sample results 
and noted he would not eat bass from the Basin. He felt a lot of 
the information put out by the advisories was a fallacy. Mr. 
Sheets felt the Basin was a vast area of recreational fishermen and 
until people are tested for mercury contamination, he requested the 
minimum length be taken off.

Mr. Bob Newman stated he was surprised the mercury issue was 
raised because this changes the whole philosophy of the management 
plan. Composites for the samples taken were of both small and 
large fish, stated Mr. Newman. He observed one fish weighing 2.14 
pounds from Flat Lake with a reading of .206 ppm and another fish 
from Grand Lake weighing 3 pounds 4 ounces with a reading of .210 
ppm which are all well below the .5 ppm used by the agencies to 
issue advisories. Mr. Newman stated there was not a problem with 
mercury in the Spillway. He believed the 14 inch minimum was an 
integral part of a black bass management program and would not 
judge that part based on the mercury data from the Spillway. 
Commissioner Gisclair stated this was not a management plan, it was 
a restocking effort after Hurricane Andrew to replenish the fish. 
He then felt the bass are at the levels they were before the 
Hurricane. Commissioner Carver felt the Commission was “stomping 
something in the head that has not even raised its head yet" and 
the mercury issue has little to do with management of the bass in 
the Basin. Commissioner Gisclair stated he needed to know if the 
Department or Commission wanted to manage for quality bass or to 
manage a resource. Commissioner Carver stated the 14 inch minimum 
would extend the life of the fishery and would produce a quality 
bass. The implementation of the 14 inch minimum and creel limit, 
which is a management plan, gave the Department an opportunity to 
do something that no other state has ever done. Chairman Babin 
stated the 14 inch minimum was put into place for a particular 
reason and now it has served its purpose.

Mr. Gary Clark, Louisiana Bass Federation, asked Dr. Hartley 
if there was a public health problem if the 14 inch minimum was 
implemented in the Basin area? Dr. Hartley answered no. 
Commissioner Cormier stated he did not want to see the size 
restrictions taken off the bass, but he did not want to forget the 
recreational fisherman that wanted to catch maybe a 12 inch bass. 
Dr. Hartley stated, as a general trend, smaller fish would have 
less mercury but the advisories are based on fish in the edible 
size range. Commissioner Cormier asked to hear public comments 
from the recreational fishermen.

Mr. Stan Blouin, owner of bait shops, stated the tournament 
fishermen comprises only a small percentage of their business and 
95 percent are recreational fishermen. He stated the boat landings 
in the Basin are crowded now with recreational fisherman because 
the fishing is the best it has ever been. Mr. Blouin felt the 14 
inch minimum was management for quantity as well as quality. The
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removal of the 14 inch minimum within two years time would bring 
the resource back to the mediocre level.

Mr. Wayne Allemond, Association of Louisiana Bass Clubs, 
stated all of his members are in favor of the 14 inch minimum. He 
then let it be known that the members of the Association are a 
special interest group because they put back the resource. Mr. 
Allemond felt there must be a plan to continue the resource.

Mr. Will Courtney, a recreational fisherman that fishes 
tournaments, stated he caught 40 bass over 14 inches long recently 
and that they would be eaten. The biological reason for the 14 
inch minimum was that fish will have spawned twice before it can be 
brought home. He then stated they would like to see the Basin 
managed for numbers of good"fish. Commissioner Cormier stated he 
was not against a management plan. Then he asked if Mr. Courtney 
was against a slot limit? Mr. Courtney stated a slot limit was to 
produce larger fish and that it was a management tool. He then 
stated there was a need to keep replenishing the resource and he 
did not have a problem with the slot except it would not work in 
the Basin.

Mr. Bob Holliday, a recreational fisherman for 40 years, 
stated he would like to see the 14 inch minimum reduced so there 
could be a recreational program for the children. He then stated 
he has never been surveyed at the landings, and felt only 
tournament fishermen were surveyed.

Mr. Michael Efferson stated he has fished the Basin 
extensively for the past year and a half and has never caught 40 
fish. Out of the last 100 to 200 fish he has caught, Mr. Efferson 
said only three or four may have been over 14 inches. An average 
size bass for the Basin was 13 h inches. Mr. Efferson concluded 
asking that the 14 inch minimum be removed so the children and 
recreational fisherman could have the option of bringing a few fish 
home.

Mr. Ernie Gammon stated, what is being forgotten was the staff 
was recommending the 14 inch minimum remain. This program has been 
proven and he sees no reason for degrading the success of the 
program if the 14 inch is removed. Mr. Gammon then urged the 
Commission to follow the Department's recommendations.

Mr. Dan Brabham stated with the mercury advisories there are 
unknown factors that could not be determined. He asked what would 
be the down side of removing the 14 inch minimum? He stated the 
mercury situation should be considered and possibly studied longer. 
Mr. Brabham stated the 14 inch minimum was suppose to have been a 
temporary measure, but it was being requested to be a permanent 
regulation. Mr. Brabham then explained about the surveys taken and 
how unscientific they were. As far as the mercury problem, there 
are three things that diminish this problem. These include: people
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tend to eat smaller fish, they catch smaller fish, and there are no 
regulations in most areas of the State that say people can not eat 
the small fish. Mr. Brabham offered to pay for a poll if the 
results showed the majority of the fishermen did not want the 14 
inch minimum in the Basin, but the Department would pay if the 
results were in favor of the 14 inch. Chairman Babin stated the 
State could not accept such an offer.

Mr. Terry Melancon, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, stated his 
organization supported the 14 inch minimum after Hurricane Andrew. 
The stock has recovered, so the Federation felt the 14 inch minimum 
was no longer necessary to replenish the bass in the Basin. The 
Federation does recommend a slot limit which is a proven management 
tool. Mr. Melancon stated he does not hold much validity in the 
survey taken. He also felt the Commission should consider the 
mercury contamination issue and the fact spotted bass do not grow 
as large as largemouth bass when making their decision.

Chairman Babin reminded everyone the Department has made a 
recommendation to maintain the 14 inch minimum and the Commission 
could either go along with it or they could not vote on it and it 
would sunset on September 30. He then asked the pleasure of the 
Commission. Commissioner Gisclair stated everybody made 
concessions with the implementation of the 14 inch minimum and then 
two years ago, it was requested to leave the 14 inch on and that 
would be all. The problem he felt was the Commission had no 
options such as a slot limit or bag limit or such as this. Then 
with the surveys. Commissioner Gisclair stated the people that 
contacted him constituted a survey and they wanted the 14 inch off. 
He encouraged looking at other options because he was in favor of 
having some sort of regulation, but was not in favor of keeping the 
14 inch minimum on. Commissioner Cattle asked if the regulation 
would be in place for only one year? Mr. Fontenot stated this 
would be a permanent rule unless the Commission requested it be 
brought up again and acted upon. Commissioner Gisclair asked if 
any new action taken would have to go through the normal process? 
Mr. Fontenot stated yes. Commissioner Cormier made a motion to 
accept the 14 inch minimum, but asked that Mr. Fontenot prepare 
other options that could be considered for the Basin. Chairman 
Babin reiterated the motion that the Commission accept the 
recommendation by the staff of the 14 inch minimum, but to look at 
further options starting at the next meeting. Commissioner Hanchey 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with opposition from 
Chairman Babin and Commissioner Gisclair. Mr. Fontenot asked again 
about the motion so he could be sure he understood it. Chairman 
Babin stated they did not want to discuss.any feasibilities, they 
wanted the staff to come up with other options. Action was taken 
so the rule would not sunset and then there would be no regulation. 
Commissioner Gisclair told Mr. Fontenot to come up with a 
management option, whether it is a slot limit, a 12 inch minimum 
with no limit, or a limit with no minimum length. Chairman Babin

18



stated it needed to be a management tool. Mr. Fontenot stated the 
14 inch was working now.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends 
the following rule.

> Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing

§165. Black Bass Regulations - Atchafalaya River Basin-Lake 
Verret-Palourde Complex

The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass (Micropterus 
spp.1 is 10 fish and the minimum total length limit is 14 inches in 
the area south of U.S. 190 from the West Atchafalaya Basin 
Protection Levee to the intersection of LA 1 and U.S. 190 due north 
of Port Allen, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee 
from U.S. 190 to U.S. 90, north of U.S. 90 from the West 
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to LA 20, north and west of LA 
20 from U.S. 90 to LA 1 in Thibodaux, south and west of LA 1 from 
LA 20 to U.S. 190.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), 325(C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:361 (March 
1993), amended LR 21:960 (September 1995), LR 23: (August 1997).

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Mr. Bennie Fontenot also handled the Rule Ratification on the 
Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement. The Sabine River 
Authority passed a resolution asking Texas and Louisiana to come up 
with uniform recreational fishing regulations for Toledo Bend. 
This was to simplify the regulations for the fisherman and 
enforcement. The two states met with both sides giving and taking 
in the compromise. The species of fish affected are the black 
bass, crappie and white bass. The black bass regulation would
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remain as 8 bass per day with a 14 inch minimum except spotted bass 
would have a 12 inch minimum. The white bass regulation would have 
a creel limit of 25 per day. The crappie regulation, which caused 
considerable controversy, would be a 50 creel with a 10 inch 
minimum. The minimum size regulation for crappie would be taken 
off during the winter months, December through February. 
Commissioner Carver stated he lives on Toledo Bend and was very 
familiar with the regulations and this was an effort to conform to 
Texas. He then stated he wanted to eliminate subsection C in the 
proposed rule and insert "The daily creel limit for crappie is 25 
fish with no minimum total length". Mr. Fontenot stated Texas has 
already passed the 50 fish creel limit and 10 inch minimum. He 
then recommended leaving the creel at 50 to correspond with Texas 
and take the minimum size off. Commissioner Gisclair asked if the 
change was considered a substantive change? Mr. Don Puckett stated 
the proposed rule could be amended. There should be a motion to 
amend, followed by a second and then if that was approved, there 
would be a vote on the amended rule. Commissioner Carver stated 
his intention was to eliminate subsection C and in its place add 
“The daily creel limit for crappie is 50 fish with no minimum 
limit". Mr. Fontenot stated that was already law, you just take 
subsection C out completely, make subsection D subsection C and 
make subsection E subsection D. Commissioner Gisclair made a 
motion to eliminate subsection C, subsection D would become C and 
subsection E would become D. Commissioner Carver seconded the 
motion and it passed with no opposition. Chairman Babin then asked 
for a motion to approve the entire proposed rule. Commissioner 
Cormier made a motion to adopt the proposed rule and it was 
seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. This motion also passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule 
modifying regulations for Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§110. Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement
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A. The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass 
(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish, in aggregate. The minimum 
total length limit for largemouth bass (&*_ salmoidesl is 14 inches 
and the minimum total length limit for spotted bass CM. 
punctulatus) is 12 inches. For enforcement purposes, a spotted 
bass shall be defined as a black bass with a tooth patch.

B. The daily creel limit for white bass fMorone chrysopsl is 
25 fish and there is no minimum total length limit.

C. For all species of fish, the possession limit for 
recreational anglers, while on the water, shall be a one day's 
creel limit.

D. This rule will bedome effective September 1, 1997.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), 325(C), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:548 (August 
1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), LR 17:1123 (November 1991), 
LR 19:790 (June 1993), LR 23: (August 1997).

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout was presented by Mr. Harry Blanchet. The reports, in 
draft form, are the result of some resolutions passed during the 
recent session of the Legislature. The reports need to be 
submitted by September 1 and contained the most broad ranged 
information requested. Staff members from the Marine Fisheries 
Division, Socioeconomic Research & Development Section and the 
Enforcement Division were involved in preparing the reports. A few 
editorial changes, such as word clarifications, were made, but the 
substance of the report has not changed. Chairman Babin asked 
about the chart on page 18 of the red drum report. Mr. Blanchet 
stated one of the things required by the legislature was a set of 
allocation scenarios and then he explained these scenarios with the 
three escapement rates included in the chart. Chairman Babin 
asked, with a bag limit of 5 recreationally and with an escapement 
rate of 50 percent, is there enough fish to catch 1.4 million 
pounds of fish commercially? Mr. Blanchet stated that was correct. 
Then Chairman Babin asked where was the catch from charter fishing 
included and how was it compiled. Mr. Blanchet explained the 
methods of calculating each mode of fishing for the recreational 
fisherman. Chairman Babin stated charter fishing was a big 
industry in Louisiana and there was no way to find out how much 
fish they catch. He felt there was a need a for better recording 
system on who is catching the fish in the State. The numbers 
presented showed Chairman Babin that there was plenty of red drum. 
Mr. Blanchet explained that the figures are estimates and not what
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was expected in any given year. Then he stated charter fishing has 
some unique problems in getting accurate data, but efforts are 
underway to try to improve this problem. Chairman Babin stated if 
you get away from estimates you could maybe get precise figures. 
A simple recording device returned to the Department at the end of 
each trip would produce an accurate catch in numbers of pounds or 
numbers of fish in a given year. Mr. Blanchet stated there was a 
proposed legislative bill that would authorize the Department to 
collect that information by requiring the charterboat captains 
provide the data and it did not pass. Commissioner Cattle asked if 
the numbers on page 16, Louisiana's Harvest of Red Drum, was a 
fairly accurate figure? Mr. Blanchet stated yes. The 1990 and 
1993 year class were extraordinarily abundant and that was the 
reason for an increase in harvest over the last few years. The 
1996 seine samples indicated'a relatively weak year class and this 
may result in a decrease in harvest. Chairman Babin stated, in 
1986 there was a total harvest of 10 million pounds split between 
the commercial fishermen and the recreational fishermen, but in 
1995, there was a total harvest from recreational fishermen only of 
10 million pounds. Mr. Blanchet explained that there were more 
fish in the waters. Commissioner McCall asked Mr. Blanchet if he 
knew the number of charterboat operators in Louisiana and was the 
figure 200 for those that carried 6 passengers or more? Then he 
commented there was really no way to know how many people are 
charter fishing. Chairman Babin stated you could find out from 
license sales. Mr. Blanchet stated the Department was trying to 
improve on the estimate of effort on the charterboats and just how 
many people are getting on the boats. Commissioner McCall stated 
he did not think it would be too hard to do if you have a form for 
them to fill out indicating what days they go out, how many people 
they take and their catch. Mr. Blanchet stated beginning in 
September, a pilot study would be instituted which would randomly 
select charterboat operators and ask them what their estimate of 
effort was for the prior week. Commissioner Gisclair asked why not 
do a voluntary program and see what type of participation you get. 
Mr. John Roussel suggested the staff give a 5 minute presentation 
on their plans to address this problem at the next meeting. He 
then stated charterboat catches has been identified as a potential 
problem in the current estimates.

Hearing no further questions on the reports, Mr. Blanchet 
asked for a motion to make some editorial changes and forward them 
on to the Legislature. Commissioner Cattle made a motion to submit 
the reports to the Legislature. Commissioner Cormier seconded the 
motion and it passed with no opposition.

A Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season was
handled by Mr. Brandt Savoie. -He began asking the Commission to 
adopt a Resolution and Declaration of Emergency for the shrimp 
season. Weather conditions are fairly stable, shrimp are growing 
at a steady rate and there are no environmental conditions to 
consider when setting the fall season. The numbers of shrimp taken
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in samples thus far are normal for this time of year, stated Mr. 
Savoie. The staff recommended opening the shrimp season on the 
third Monday in August, August 18 and close the season on December 
14. Also, it was requested to leave Breton and Chandeleur Sounds 
open until April 1, 1998 to catch any pink shrimp that may be in 
those areas. The Enforcement Division does not have any problems 
with the extension. Commissioner Gisclair asked if September 10 
would be too late? Chairman Babin stated, with the new legislation 
that formed a shrimp panel, different options could be looked at 
that would allow for setting an opening date, then closing and then 
re-opening the season depending on the size of the shrimp and the 
catch. Mr. Savoie stated the Shrimp Panel may hold their first 
meeting in September and they are going to try to have 
recommendations for the 1999 Legislative Session. Chairman Babin 
stated the economics need to be considered just as well as the 
biology in the future. Mr. Savoie read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner McCall made a 
motion to adopt the Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count, 
and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by
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public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise August 18, 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997 
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A. (,2) , which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 
of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr. , Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 
to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 
seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise August 18, 1997.

24



The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday, December 14, 
1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 
in R.S. 56:495.1 A . (2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m., 
April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the 
closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to 
do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Mr. Ron Dugas presented the Declaration of Emergency to Set 
Oyster Season. The public oyster grounds in Louisiana have been 
inventoried and Mr. Dugas ffelt there would be a good supply. The 
staff was recommending to open the oyster season on September 3 as 
prescribed by law. The Plaquemine Oyster Association, the
Terrebonne Oyster Association and the Oyster Task Force have 
expressed their support for the September 3 opening. The Bay Junop 
Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed whereas Sister Lake will 
open this year. The Calcasieu Lake will open on October 16 which 
will give the fishermen the maximum window available to harvest the 
resource. Mr. Dugas then read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion 
of the Resolution. Commissioner McCall made a motion to accept the 
Resolution, it was seconded by Commissioner Gisclair and passed 
with no opposition. Chairman Babin stated the oyster lease
moratorium was scheduled to be lifted in January 1998. The 
Department planned to present to the Commission the process to be 
used to lift the moratorium at the September Commission Meeting.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which 
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and
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WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:43 3B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardene, Hackberry 
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation 
will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking 
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on 
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas 
where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department 
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby given 
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declare:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 
Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and the Sister 
Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before 
sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed 
for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997. 
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 
Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Point to Point 
Gardner to Grace Point at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 
if oyster mortalities are occurring, or to delay the season or 
close areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource 
subsides.

6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open 
until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 
action.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

A Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season began with Mr. Brandt 
Savoie stating the National Marine Fisheries landing data would not 
be available until the end of the month. So, the report today 
would be from information gathered from the staff, what was seen at 
the docks and what was going on in the field. Zone 1 shrimp season 
had a slow start with very few shrimp landed the first week. 
Catches began to improve as the season progressed, but sizes 
remained small throughout the season. The largest size harvested 
was in the 40-50 count range. Dealers in Zone 1 had mixed reports 
on landings which could have resulted from concentrations of shrimp
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occurring in the southern portion of the Zone. Prices to the 
fishermen were high with the opening day price for 80-100 count of 
85 cents a pound and the ending price was $1.00 per pound.

Dealer reports in Zone 2 were also mixed. Preliminary landing 
figures showed that catches may be 20 to 30 percent lower than last 
year. Vermilion Bay area had poor production due to the high river 
stages in the Atchafalaya. The shrimp remained small throughout 
the season with the majority being in the 70-80 count range. Price 
for opening day was 80 cents a pound and the closing price was 
$1.00 per pound.

Data from Zone 3 showed almost twice the number of brown 
shrimp as has occurred for the last 16 years, but they were slow 
growing. Dealers paid 20 Cents a pound for 150-180 count range. 
The only highlight of the season was approximately 75,000 pounds of 
shrimp which was landed the first two days of the season which 
brought a dockside value of $250,000. Price for 80-100 count 
shrimp was $1.10 per pound when the season closed. Mr. Savoie 
concluded the spring season would be considered poor because of the 
pounds and size of shrimp landed. The commercial fishermen may 
consider it a good season because of the prices paid at the dock, 
but the processors would consider the season poor because of the 
size and the poor market.

Commissioner Cattle asked about the prices paid and what they 
were compared to? Mr. Savoie stated when the season opens, prices 
for 80-100 count shrimp are 60 to 65 cents a pound and then close 
at 70 to 75 cents a pound. Commissioner Cattle then asked why did 
the processors have a problem if there was a shortfall across the 
board? Chairman Babin stated the season started off with small 
shrimp and continued with small shrimp. Commissioner Cormier asked 
if the deep sea trawlers had a good season? Mr. Savoie stated the 
offshore boats always catch larger shrimp than the inshore 
shrimpers. Commissioner Gisclair stated the trawlers in the lakes, 
bays and bayous did better this year because the shrimp were not in 
the passes and they stayed around longer. Chairman Babin stated 
the Legislature passed a bill that mandates opening shrimp season 
in Zone 2 no later than the third Monday in May. He then expressed 
his opposition to this new law.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for July was given by Major 
Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued 
during the month of July.

Region I - Minden - 100 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 90 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 154 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 99 citations.
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Region V - Lake Charles - 281 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 237 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 259 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 223 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 307 citations.

SWEP - 19 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 51 citations.

Seafood Investigative Unit - 46 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 115 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
July was 1,981.

The aviation report for July 1997 showed enforcement pilots 
flew three airplanes a total of 38.3 hours for enforcement and 11 
hours for other divisions.

Chairman Babin then asked for Division Reports. Secretary 
Jenkins stated the CITES Report would be given at the next meeting.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided 
to hold the December 1997 Meeting on Thursday, December 4, 1997
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments. 
Mr. George Barisich thanked the Department for extending the shrimp 
season in Zone 1. The effects on the opening of the Bonnet Carre 
Spillway caused a drastic reduction in the brown shrimp production, 
stated Mr. Barisich. Dealers he contacted in Zone 1 purchased 
below average and well below average shrimp during the season. 
Monies are available from the Federal Government to help compensate 
the fisherman and Mr. Barisich asked the Commission and Department 
to help in getting these monies.

There being no further business. Commissioner Cormier made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Carver.

JHJ:sch
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DEFINITIONS

Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts et al. (1991).

C atch - The total number or pounds o f fish captured from an area over a period of time. This 
includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place 
in an area different from where the fish are landed.

Cohort - A group of fish spawned during a given period, usually within a year.

Escapement - A measure of the intensity of fishing on the inshore population o f red drum. It is 
the ratio, expressed as a percent, of the number of fish present at age 4, compared to the number 
which would be present if there was no fishery. Escapement is calculated on a fishing year basis - 
that is, what the escapement would be if the fishing mortality rates for a given year do not change 
throughout the inshore life span of the fish. This methodology is used in both the NMFS and 
LDWF assessments.

Fishing m ortality rates - A measurement of the rate of removal of fish from a population by 
fishing. Fishing mortality can be reported as either annual or instantaneous. Annual mortality is 
the percentage of fish dying in one year. Instantaneous mortality is the rate at which fish die at 
any one time. The acceptable rates o f fishing mortality may vary from species to species.

Fishing year - An arbitrary 12-month period, beginning at the approximate average birth date of 
a cohort. For this assessment, a fishing year begins September I and runs through August 31 of 
the following year.

GM FM C - Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. An agency, established by the federal 
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act, which is charged with managing fisheries 
in the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Gulf o f Mexico.

H arvest - The total number or pounds of fish caught and kept from an area over a period of time. 
Note that landings, catch, and harvest are different.

Landings - The number or poundage of fish unloaded at a dock by commercial fishermen or 
brought to shore by recreational fishermen for personal use. Landings are reported at the point 
at which the fish are brought to shore.

LDW F - Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries

NM FS - National Marine Fisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, responsible for 
managing fisheries in concert with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.
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M RFSS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey of marine 
recreational fishing activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an 
annual basis, including annual estimates for Louisiana.

SAP - Stock Assessment Panel. A technical committee of the GMFMC, charged with reviewing 
stock assessments of fish under the charge of the Council.

SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg producing ability of all the mature 
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist if the stock were unfished. 
Often expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e.g. 20% rather than 0.20.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used in this report, the ratio o f the total weight 
of mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight that would exist if the stock were unfished.

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transitional SPR) The spawning production per recruit o f a fished 
population relative to the spawning production per recruit of an unfished population with otherwise 
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit Also called "equilibrium" or "static %" 
SPR.

Transitional SPR - The spawning production per recruit in a year relative to that which would 
have been produced in the year if there had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year. 
Also called "non-equilibrium", "dynamic" and "unweighted transitional" SPR by some authors.

VPA - Virtual Population Analysis. A type of analysis that uses the number of fish harvested at 
various ages and an estimate of natural mortality to estimate fishing mortality for a cohort. It 
also provides an estimate o f the number of fish in a cohort alive at various ages

W eighted Transitional SPR - The spawning production in a year relative to that which would 
have been produced in the year if there had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year. 
Differs from transitional SPR by being weighted (influenced) by the year-class strengths of cohorts 
present in that year.

Year-class - The fish spawned and hatched in a given year, a "generation" o f fish. For red drum, this 
is synonymous with "cohort."
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74, 
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is requested to 
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on red drum, based on the most current information 
available, which is due to the Legislature by September 1. The most comprehensive report is that 
requested by the SCR, requiring the Commission to address issues as follows:

1) a profile o f the species, its fisheries and stock assessment that includes all available sciences, 
including the biological, socioeconomic sciences and the enforcement experience and

2) Total allowable catch with probable allocation scenarios

This document is prepared by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to provide 
the Commission with the information needed to fulfill its obligations as outlined above. This report 
addresses each issue individually and uses the best data available to the Department at this time.
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P art 1- PROFILE, STOCK ASSESSMENT 
AND BIO LO G ICA L CONDITION

Introduction

A detailed profile and stock 
assessment document entitled "A Profile and 
Stock Assessment for Red Drum Sciaenops 
ocellatus, in Louisiana" was prepared by the 
Department in May, 1991 and presented to 
both the Commission and the Louisiana 
Legislature. This report updates that 
document and four prior annual reports to the 
Commission (LDWF 1992,1993,1994,1995) 
with additional data.

Biological Profile

The basic biological profile o f the 
species was described in the "Biological and 
Fishery Profile of the Red Drum in Louisiana" 
(Hoese et al. 1991). Further studies have 
become available since that time, and have 
been summarized in prior reports. Only 
bioprofile information that has become 
available since the last report, and has 
information significant to understanding the 
life history o f the species is summarized here.

Gold et al. (1994) extended their 
previous (Gold et al. 1993) studies on red 
drum, and compared the resulting information 
on mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) variation in 
red drum to similar information on black drum 
and red snapper from several locations across 
the northern Gulf o f Mexico. They observed 
differences in mtDNA diversities within each 
species across the Gulf, suggesting differences 
in the "effective number of female parents" in 
different regions. Red drum and black drum 
mtDNA diversities were higher in the western

Gulf, while red snapper diversity was higher 
in the eastern gulf.

A lab study o f the chemical elements 
incorporated into the otoliths o f young red 
drum (Hoff and Fuiman 1995) indicated that 
variation in the elemental composition may be 
influenced by several physiological and 
environmental factors. The study examined 
red drum reared in captivity under different 
temperature, salinity, and dietary conditions. 
Supplements were used to adjust the elemental 
composition of the diet. Diet was not found to 
significantly change elemental composition in 
their study. The authors state that otolith 
microchemistry may provide much 
information, but that interpretation of life 
history parameters from that information 
must be done carefully. In a separate 
analysis Fuiman and Hoff (1995) reported 
that near-annual cycles in concentrations of 
sodium and potassium in red drum otoliths 
were not strongly correlated with seasonal 
water temperatures, but might correspond in 
some way to reproductive activity. The 
specific cause of the variation was not 
elucidated, but they speculate that if a causal 
relationship between reproduction and otolith 
sodium and potassium concentrations could 
be established for red drum, it could be 
useful in characterizing important life history 
parameters for individual fish.

An evaluation of chemical 
contaminants and their effects on young-of- 
the-year red drum and other estuarine species 
in Tampa Bay by McCain et al. (1996) 
reported unusually high levels of 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the 
livers of red drum, compared to other species 
collected in the same areas. They were not 
able to explain the inter-species difference, 
but suggested that it could be due to
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concentration of PCBs in species that were 
important in the food o f the red drum, but 
not in the other species examined.

Ross et a i  (1995) provided a 
characterization of the life history and fishery 
for red drum in North Carolina. They 
reported age frequencies of adult red drum 
that approximated the distribution of cohort 
strengths in the Gulf of Mexico as reported 
by Wilson et al. (1993) for the same period. 
They also estimated fishing mortality rates on 
subadult red drum in North Carolina, based 
on catch curve and tag return analyses. 
These analyses indicated that annual survival 
was in the range of 6-24%, reducing the 
contribution of recent year-classes to the 
adult population.

The NMFS completed a stock 
assessment that estimated fishing mortality 
rates and escapement in U.S. Gulf of Mexico 
waters (Goodyear 1996). This stock 
assessment differed substantially from both 
the most recent Louisiana assessment (LDWF 
1995) and the recent Florida assessment 
(Murphy 1994). Static SPR in the Florida 
fishery had been estimated as less than 5 % 
for the early 1980's (Murphy 1984), and 24- 
43% in 1987-88 (Murphy et a l  1989). 
Florida's 1994 assessment reports that 
escapement averaged 63-71% during the 
early 1990's. Recently, Murphy et al. 
(1997) reported that the age structure of the 
adult red drum of the Gulf Coast of Florida 
were dominated by fish from the 1986 and 
1987 yearclasses, while younger fish were 
also abundant. This information, while still 
preliminary, tends to confirm estimates of 
increased escapement levels for the Florida 
stock, at least.

Data on recruitment of juveniles into 
the Louisiana estuaries are annually 
developed by the Department's Finfish 
Monitoring Program (Figure 1.1). Initial 
estimates of recruitment for young-of-the- 
year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches long are 
provided each fall by seine samples. 
Trammel nets are used to sample juveniles 
just over one year old (Age-1, 12-18 inches 
TL), which is near the time they enter the 
recreational fishery under current minimum 
length restrictions. These raw data are log- 
transformed to normalize the distribution of 
catch/effort. These independent estimates 
have historically been well correlated with 
recreational harvest of age-1 fish (Figure 
1. 2) .

Comparing cohorts where both YOY 
(seine) and Age-1 (trammel) indices have 
been measured, seine samples indicated 
above-average cohorts in 1987, 1990-91 and 
1993-95, with 1990 having the highest index. 
The 1989 cohort seine index was low, as 
were the 1992 and 1996 indices. Trammel 
sample indices provide relatively strong 
indices for the 1987, 1990 and 1993-94 
cohorts, and a low index value for the 1989 
cohort.

During recent years (1992-1994 
cohorts) trammel net estimates have been 
higher than would be expected from the seine 
index values (Figure 1.1). This may have 
been due to increased survival over the mild 
winters of these years, or due to normal 
variation between sampling regimes. Data on 
recreational red drum harvest indicates that 
trammel net samples accurately estimated the 
catch of age-1 fish for cohorts between 1987 
and 1992. We believe that the trammel net 
samples are a better index of fish recruiting 
to the fishery than the seine index, as
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trammel index is composed of fish that are 
temporally closer to the size where they 
become legally available to the recreational 
fishery. The trammel net index also shows 
good correlation with recreational harvest of 
age-1 fish.

Seine samples from the fall of 1996 
provided the first estimate o f the 1996 year- 
class strength. Data from these samples 
suggest recruitment of early juveniles into the 
marshes below the 10-year average, but not 
a low as the 1989 estimate. Trammel net 
indices from the fall of 1996 (1995 cohort) 
were somewhat below the indices from the 
seine samples, indicating that the winter of 
1995-96 may have affected survival to the 
age-1 fish, and to the fishery in 1996-97.

Stock Assessment

Prior to the Department's 
development of an assessment o f Louisiana's 
red drum stock (LDWF 1991), a gulf-wide 
assessment for red drum was provided by 
Goodyear (1989). The data summaries for 
this assessment were updated (Goodyear 
1990, 1991). Goodyear's 1989 assessment 
was based on the assumption that the offshore 
purse seine data accurately represented the 
offshore age structure. His interpretation of 
the results was that a significant decline in 
recruitment to the offshore population 
occurred in the mid 1970's. He was unable 
to fully explain the cause of this decline but 
did in part attribute it to increased harvest 
levels of juvenile red drum during the mid to 
late 70 's in estuarine or inshore areas. His 
assessment was similar in concept to the 
Department's assessment.

Goodyear (1993) provided an 
assessment that indicated an escapement rate 
of 46% gulfwide in 1991, the most recent 
year considered, this was a higher rate than 
the rate calculated for prior years. He also 
noted discrepancies in the estimated adult 
stock size based on VPA techniques 
compared to the offshore tag/recapture study 
of Nichols (1988).

An update of the NMFS gulf-wide 
assessment was developed in early 1996 
(Goodyear 1996) and included a VPA tuned 
with fishery-independent indices of 
abundance, which he termed an SPA. 
Goodyear's (1996) estimates o f spawning 
stock in 1979 were calculated by assuming 
that pre-1979 fishing mortality rates were 
equal to those operating in 1979. Projections 
assumed that fishing mortality rates estimated 
for 1995 would remain constant in the future. 
Under these assumptions, the unweighted 
transitional SPR in 1979 was 13%, 
decreased to a low of about 6% in 1992, then 
increased to slightly over 10% in 1996, and 
was projected" as "about 18% at the turn of 
the century". He expressed a lack of 
confidence in the results of the SPA and the 
calculations of SPR that were derived from 
it. He discussed the effects of variable 
recruitment on the relationship between 
harvest, escapement and the conservation 
standard. He contended that the reduction in 
gulf-wide harvest recorded in 1987-90 over 
the 1984-86 period may have been the result 
of reduced recruitment during that time 
period, as well as regulatory measures.

The Department has regularly updated 
it's  original 1991 stock assessment on red 
drum (LDWF 1991) and has provided 
reports on the results (LDWF 1992, 1993, 
1994, 1995). These assessments use data
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currently available to the Department to 
provide the most up-to-date and accurate 
estimates possible of fishing mortality, 
escapement rates, and SPR for Louisiana.

The present assessment utilizes 
recreational harvest data through August, 
1996. This provides two additional years of 
harvest data which were not included in the 
last report.

Fishery-independent seine and 
trammel net indices include data through 
M arch 1997, Seine indices provide initial 
measures of the 1996 cohort strength, while 
trammel net samples provide later measures 
through the 1995 cohort.

All analyses in this and all other 
Department assessments are based on a 
fishing year of September of one year, 
through August of the following year, since 
this coincides with fishing activities for the 
species, and nearly coincides with the onset 
o f spawning. These "Fishing Years" are 
designated as the beginning calendar year 
(e.g. 1991 for fishing year 1991-92).

Assessment Methodology

Two scenarios were provided in 
previous reports. Both scenarios were age- 
structured analyses that only differed in the 
initial assumptions regarding the age 
structure of the offshore population. 
Scenario 1 relied on the validity of the purse 
seine age structure data as being an unbiased 
representation of the age structure of the 
adult population. Scenario 2 was typical age- 
structured virtual population analysis (VPA) 
that was independent of the purse seine age 
frequency data. The results from both

scenarios over the years have converged 
where it is only necessary to conduct a single 
assessment. This year's assessment follows 
that of Scenario 1.

The VPA analyses provide estimates 
of recruitment and fishing mortality rates by 
age for each fishing year. These rates were 
used to calculate unweighted transitional and 
static SPR and equilibrium escapement rates 
for each fishing year.

Biological Condition (Status of the Stock!

The current (1995-96) and projected 
(1996 - 2000) status o f the stock defined as 
the unweighted transitional SPR are provided 
in Figure 1.3. Simulations indicate that 
under current fishing mortality rates (Figure 
1.4), SPR in 1995 is above 35% and will 
continue to increase over time to a static SPR 
rate of 55%. Equilibrium escapement rates 
by year are presented in Figure 1.5 and 
represent the impact of fishing mortality on 
juvenile (less than 4 year old) fish typically 
harvested by the inshore and nearshore 
recreational fishery.

Commercial and recreational landings 
are provided in Figures 1.6 and 1.7 to 
provide a historic perspective of Louisiana 
harvest.

Goodyear's (1996) gulf-wide stock 
assessment has estimated current SPR to be 
12% and an SPR of 18% will be reached at 
the turn of the century (2000). At the point 
that 20% SPR is reached, the federally 
managed stock will no longer be defined as 
overfished. Goodyear (1996) noted that 
much of the present and projected future 
increases in escapement and SPR occur in the
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final years of the analysis. He performed a 
"retrospective analysis" that demonstrated an 
increase in estimated fishing mortality rates 
in a given year with the removal of the most 
recent years data. He expressed concern that 
fishing mortality rates in the most recent 
years could be poorly estimated and biased 
low.

The Department, after a thorough 
review of available data on red drum, feels 
that the results of this (1997) assessment and 
simulation of future conditions best describe 
the status of the red drum stock in Louisiana. 
It should be noted that the Gulf-wide 
assessment prepared by Goodyear (1996) 
describes the status of the stock for the entire 
Gulf and that the Department's assessment 
best describes that portion off Louisiana’s 
coast. The results of the assessments do not 
necessarily have to match, but increasing 
rates of escapement from Louisiana should be 
indicated in the Gulf-wide assessment.

The 1996 NMFS gulf-wide 
assessment reflects a rapid rate of increase in 
SPR which is similar to the Department's 
estimates. Goodyear (pers. comm., 2/1/94) 
noted that his (1989) assessment hypothesized 
that inshore recruitment may have declined in 
the m id-1970 s as a result o f declines in the 
adult stock size. If so, then future increases 
in the size of the adult stock should bring 
about increases in average annual recruitment 
o f juveniles. This should result in inshore 
recruitment levels exceeding the pre-1990 
levels if the spawning stock is permitted to 
rebuild. However, he also noted that data 
are insufficient to conclude that recruitment 
overfishing did occur. It is reassuring to us 
that levels of recruitment since 1990 have 
been on average higher than those observed 
since 1986 (Figure 1.1) even though

estimates of spawning stock biomass that 
produced those levels were near or at their 
historic minimum. This implies that either 
spawning stock biomass was not as low as 
predicted or 20% SPR is not the minimum 
threshold for recruitment overfishing or that 
there is very significant variation in 
recruitment at existing levels of SPR. There 
continues to be substantial evidence that 
adequate spawning biomass exists to produce 
high levels of recruitment and that the 
spawning stock biomass is continuing to 
increase at a rapid rate.

This assessment estimates the impact 
of current regulations in terms of fishing 
mortality rates on the spawning potential of 
the stock. The fishing mortality rates 
resulting from current regulations have been 
very stable and appear to provide more than 
adequate survival to maintain and further 
build the spawning potential of the stock 
(Figure 3). This is confirmed by data on the 
age frequencies of the adult offshore 
population (Wilson et al. 1993 and pers. 
comm.). In 1991-92, the most recent 
offshore age structure data, the population 
was dominated by younger fish (76% of the 
population sampled), indicating a significant 
increase in rates of escapement from the 
inshore juvenile population under current 
regulations. Based on this assessment, 
fishing mortality rates can be increased, so 
long as the conservation standard of 30% 
escapement (=20% SPR) is maintained. For 
this report, surplus escapement is defined as 
the difference between current escapement 
levels of 55-71% and the conservation 
standard of 30%. We recommend that any 
regulatory changes that would increase 
fishing mortality rates be incremental and 
that the fishery not be permitted to absorb all 
of the surplus escapement at one time. This
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strategy would allow evaluation of the effects 
of each modification, so that the conservation 
standard would not be inadvertently overshot 
by unforseen changes in the fisheries, which 
might affect fishing mortality rates.

In prior reports, we recommended that 
research be conducted to provide estimates of 
the current size and age structure o f the 
offshore spawning stock. The initial stages of 
this work are presently being conducted by 
NMFS in cooperation with the Gulf States. 
This research should provide a fishery- 
independent method for verifying the changes 
in fishing mortality rates resulting from 
current regulations. The Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is also collecting 
information on age and growth of juvenile and 
adult red drum in Louisiana waters, with the 
intent to develop the data necessary to more 
accurately estimate the catch at age in the 
Louisiana fishery.

Conservation Standard

The intent of this section is to provide 
guidance as to the allowable harvest. The 
GMFMC adopted 20% SPR as the 
conservation standard for the red drum stocks 
o f the Gulf o f Mexico, and requested the 
states to enact rules to provide for 30% 
escapement to offshore waters, in order to 
achieve this standard.

Conservation standards are based on 
one o f a number o f biological measures o f the 
dynamics o f fish stocks, that are intended to 
protect the viability o f that stock for future 
generations. These standards have historically 
been based on different measures o f the 
dynamics of fish stocks, depending on the data 
available, the needs o f  fishery and o f the

resource. Conservation standards should be 
separated into two types: a conservation 
threshold which is entirely biologically based, 
and a conservation target which considers 
biological measures modified by relevant 
social, economic, and ecological factors.

Conservation “thresholds” are 
intended to provide a biological baseline for 
harvest o f a fish stock based on stock recruit 
relationships, or other biological parameters 
specific to the stock, i f  possible. This baseline 
standard, below which the stock should not be 
allowed to go, has been described as a 
“threshold” by some researchers, and has also 
been referred to as an “overfishing level” 
(GMFMC 1995). Beyond this “threshold”, 
management “targets” may be set, which 
provide for other management goals in the 
fishery. Such goals may be in terms o f yield 
in weight, yield in numbers o f fish, catch rate 
per effort, harvest rate per effort, employment, 
profit, or some other goal. These targets must 
be set at a fishing rate below the “threshold” 
in order to ensure that the biological integrity 
o f the stock is not unduly compromised by 
fishing.

Recently, use o f a stock measure, 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
spawning potential ratio (SPR), has become 
widely used. This measure compares the 
estimated female spawning biomass of the 
stock that survive fishing with the estimated 
biomass o f the stock under unfished 
conditions. The analysis does not take into 
account any density-dependent relationships 
due to the changes in the size of the fished 
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by 
Gabriel et a l (1984) and refined by Goodyear 
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that 
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass 
(or egg production) per recruit, below which
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existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future 
recruitment, and below which the fishery 
should not be allowed to operate.

Ideally, “threshold” levels should be 
evaluated from information on the stock in 
question. However, the information base 
necessary to adequately describe this level is 
often not available. In such cases, it has been 
recommended by Goodyear (1989) that a 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
SPR o f 20% be used as a “threshold” in 
absence o f sufficient evidence to provide a 
standard specific to the stock in question. 
This standard is also based on work on North 
Atlantic groundfisheries (Gabriel et al. 1984, 
Gabriel, 1985). A SSBR of 35% has been 
recommended for Spanish mackerel, and 20% 
for king mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A 
SSBR of 8-13% has been demonstrated to be 
sufficient for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 1987). 
In prior analyses of the Louisiana spotted 
seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991), we 
recommended an SPR of 15% after analysis of 
several years o f available data. Mace and 
Sissenwine (1993) examined 90 stocks o f 27 
species, and recommended that 30% SPR be 
maintained when there is no other basis for 
estimating the replacement level. That level is 
sufficient for 80% of the stocks considered by 
those authors. They also noted that 30% may 
be overly conservative for an "average" stock. 
The average replacement %SPR for the stocks 
they considered was 18.7% while the most 
resilient quarter of the stocks considered 
required a maximum SPR of 8.6%. 
Three-quarters o f the stocks required a 
maximum SPR o f 27.1%.

The use o f any measure o f health o f a 
fish stock as a perfect index is arguable. 
Intuitively it seems more logical that growth 
overfishing would occur at a much lower

fishing rate than would threaten recruitment. 
However, Mace and Sissenwine (1993) 
provide information to suggest that some 
stocks may have reduced levels of 
recruitment at levels o f fishing that would not 
reduce yield per recruit. The preferable 
position for making recommendations on 
appropriate levels o f fishing for a stock is to 
base those recommendations on actual 
measures o f spawning stock and recruitment 
for that species, in the same fishery. This 
requires a base o f information on that fishery 
that requires monitoring of both the stock and 
the fishery over a variety o f conditions. 
Without this information, inappropriate 
conservation standards may either 
underestimate or overestimate the potential of 
the fishery. If the potential is underestimated, 
society loses the economic and social benefits 
of the harvest. I f  the potential is 
overestimated, society also loses the benefits 
of a sustainable fishery, which must at least go 
through some period o f rebuilding, when 
effort must be reduced from the 
non-sustainable levels (Hilbom and Walters
1992). Some researchers have speculated that 
over-harvest o f some stocks may lead to their 
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often 
less preferred stocks. The frequency o f such 
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of 
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem 
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the 
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred 
over time in the Grand Banks area, where 
prolonged, intense harvest of cod and haddock 
have been implicated in gradual increases in 
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD - 
NEFSC 1993).
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T otal Allowable H arvest with Probable 
Allocation Scenarios

The intent of this section is to fulfil the 
request specified in the legislative resolutions 
cited in the Introduction to provide guidance 
as to the allowable harvest and provide a 
range o f probable allocation options.

The GMFMC adopted 20% SPR as the 
conservation standard for the red drum stocks 
o f the Gulf o f Mexico, and requested the 
States to enact rules to provide for 30% 
escapement to offshore waters, in order to 
achieve this standard.

Results of this assessment indicate 
that current SPR for red drum off Louisiana 
is above 20%. Additionally, escapement 
rates under current regulations (51-71%) are 
above the 30% standard. Under current 
regulations there is some surplus escapement 
to the offshore spawning stock. This 
surplus, if not utilized by the Louisiana 
fishery, will continue to contribute to a 
building of the offshore spawning stock.

The present assessment indicates that 
fishing mortality rates may be increased to a 
point not to exceed the established 
conservation standard o f 30% escapement. 
However, if changes in regulations do occur, 
we recommend that they provide an 
incremental increase in fishing mortality rates 
and that regulations not be further changed 
for a period of 3 to 5 years. This would 
allow the Department to better monitor the 
impact of the fishery resulting from 
regulatory changes, and minimizes the risk of 
overshooting the target fishing mortality 
rates. Regulations could then be adjusted 
accordingly in the future to move gradually 
to a level of 30% rather than attempting to

absorb all surplus escapement with a single 
regulatory change.

There are an infinite number of 
possible allocation scenarios, depending on 
the availability of suitable data and the 
method used to regulate the recreational 
fishery or a potential commercial fishery. 
The allocation scenarios presented here are 
intended only to provide guidance in 
estimating the impact of varying the 
recreational bag limit and varying a potential 
commercial quota. A summary of some 
possible allocation scenarios is provided in 
Table 1.1. While 30% escapement is the 
conservation standard, we noted above that 
there is some benefit to approaching the 
target escapement rate incrementally. We 
have presented allocation options at other 
escapement rates to provide some perspective 
as to the differences that this criterion would 
have on potential harvest. The allocation 
options are estimated using fishing mortality 
rates in the terminal year of the assessment 
and mean recruitment from 1972-1995. They 
are based on size limits presently in effect in 
the recreational fishery, and an 18-27 inch 
size limit in the commercial fishery. The 18- 
inch minimum size limit was in effect when 
the commercial fishery was closed. Any 
change in size limits from those mentioned 
above would require further simulation.

For any selected level o f escapement, 
annual variations in recruitment will affect 
allowable harvest. Years of high recruitment 
would provide higher than average allowable 
harvest, and vice versa.

Any significant build-up o f the 
spawning stock (SPR > 20%) in the Gulf o f 
Mexico may result in the re-opening o f the red 
drum fishery in the Federal Exclusive
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Economic Zone (EEZ) under the GMFMC red 
drum FMP. However, this fishery is beyond 
the scope o f Louisiana State regulations, and 
thus these scenarios are not considered here.
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Figures

Catch/Effort of Red Drum in Seines and Trammel Nets 
by Cohort, October - March Data

••

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Age Class (Cohort)

Trammel (log cpue) Seine (log cpue)

Data are Standardized to the Mean

Figure 1.1. Variation in catch/effort o f red drum in LDWF seine and trammel net 
monitoring samples. Log-transformed catch per effort data for each year was indexed 
against the mean of all years for the gear, i.e. the long-term average equals 1. Trammel 
index represented by a solid line, seine index by dashed line.

Recreational H arvest o f Age 1 Red Drum 
Compared to Log Catch/Effort in Trammel and Seine

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Age Class (Cohort)

e  Trammel *  Seine „  Recreational

Data are Standardized to the Mean

Figure 1.2. Recreational harvest of age 1 red drum by cohort compared to the LDWF 
seine and trammel net log catch/effort indices for those cohorts. Catch per effort and 
harvest are indexed against the mean for the years presented, i.e. the long-term average 
equals 1.
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Estimates o f  Unweighted SPR  for R ed Drum
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Figure 1.3. Transitional unweighted SPR estimates by year.
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Figure 1.4. Cumulative fishing mortality rates by year, with the cumulative rates that 
would provide 30% escapement and 50% escapement. Rates less than these provide 
greater escapement, while rates higher than these provide less.
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Equilibrium Escapement Rates by Year
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Figure 1.5. Equilibrium escapement rates by year calculated using annual cumulative 
fishing mortality rates o f ages 0 -3.

Louisiana's Harvest o f Red Drum

12
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Figure 1.6. Total, recreational and commercial harvest of red drum from Louisiana waters., 
in terms of millions o f pounds of fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey, commercial 
data from NMFS commercial landings database.
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Louisiana's Recreational Catch o f Red Drum

H  Harvest (■ Release ■  Catch

Figure 1.7. Recreational catch, releases, and harvest of red drum by year from Louisiana 
waters. "Harvest" is the estimate o f the number o f fish in an anglers's creel, plus the number 
o f fish not available for inspection, released dead, or otherwise removed from the population. 
"Released" is the number o f fish reported to be released alive. "Catch" is the estimate o f the 
number o f fish caught, whether harvested or released alive. Data from MRFSS survey.
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Part 2 - SOCIOECONOMIC ANALYSIS

2.1 Participation in Recreational 
Saltwater Fishing

Recreational saltwater fishing continues to 
increase in popularity in Louisiana waters, as 
evidenced by increasing saltwater license 
sales by the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). Licensed 
resident saltwater anglers increased from 
206,088 in Fiscal Year (FY) 1990-91 to 
299,860 in FY 1995-96, an increase of 
45.5%. Since residents younger than 16 
years o f age or over 59 years o f age are 
exempt from license requirements, these 
figures are less than the total number of 
resident saltwater anglers. Using age 
stratified participation data from the 1991 
National Survey of Fishing. Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation (U.S. 
Department o f the Interior, 1993b), it was 
estimated that 34% o f resident anglers are 
not required to purchase a fishing license. 
Combining this estimate with the license 
sale figures from above yields an estimated 
resident participation level in saltwater 
recreational fishing in FY 1995-96 of 
approximately 454,000. The Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS) estimated 1996 resident 
participation at approximately 413,000.

Non-resident saltwater angler license sales 
in FY 1995-96 totaled 46,239, an increase of 
approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91 
level of 27,758. Non-residents younger than 
16 years o f age are exempt from licensing 
requirements. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (U.S. Department o f the Interior, 
1993a) estimated that in 1991 26.7% of total 
anglers in the east south-central and west 
south-central states were younger than 16

years o f age. Combining this estimate with 
the license sale figure yields an estimate of 
approximately 63,000 non-resident 
Louisiana saltwater anglers in FY 1995-96. 
MRFSS estimated approximately 80,000 
non-resident Louisiana saltwater anglers in 
1996. This estimate was based on a small 
sample size and has a wide margin of error.

2.2 Participants Targeting Red Drum

Spotted seatrout and red drum have 
historically been the two species o f choice 
for Louisiana saltwater anglers who identify 
a targeted species. The MRFSS survey data 
in Table 2.1 indicate that over time a higher 
percentage of anglers are targeting certain 
species, inferring the possibility o f 
increasing angler sophistication and more 
specific fishing techniques to target their 
preferred species.

In comparing the percentages o f  anglers that 
targeted spotted seatrout and red drum, the 
period from 1991-1996 is skewed by 1991, 
when 49% of the surveyed anglers said they 
were targeting spotted seatrout, compared to 
20% for red drum. Dropping 1991, and 
comparing averages for the five year period 
from 1992-1996, yields preference 
percentages o f 36% and 32% for spotted 
seatrout and red drum, respectively. The 
percentage of surveyed anglers targeting red 
drum exceeded the percentage targeting 
spotted seatrout in 1993 and 1996.

2.3 Characteristics o f Anglers Targeting 
Red Drum

Using datasets from three surveys (Kelso et 
al. 1991,1992 and 1994), characteristics of 
anglers who identified red drum as their 
primary target species were analyzed.
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Parish o f  Residence Income

Based on data from the 1991 and 1993 
surveys (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994), over 50% 
o f respondents who targeted red drum lived 
in five parishes, and over 75% lived in 12 
parishes, as shown below:

Parish 
Jefferson 
Terrebonne 
Calcasieu 
E. Baton Rouge 
Lafourche 
Orleans 
St. Mary 
Iberia 
Lafayette 
St. Tammany 
Plaquemines 
Vermilion 
35 other parishes 

Total

% o f Red 
Drum Anglers 
16.16% 
12.85%
9.30%
8.08%
6.85%
4.16%
3.92%
3.79%
3.43%
3.30%
2.82%
2.69%

22.65%
100.00%

Age

The surveys (Kelso et al. 1991, 1992, &
1994) targeted recreational fishing license 
holders, and so, for the most part, were 
restricted to individuals between 16 and 59 
years o f age. The age distributions of 
anglers who targeted red drum and all 
saltwater anglers extracted from the Kelso 
surveys, as well as the age distribution for 
all anglers from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
survey (U.S. Department o f  the Interior, 
1993b), are presented in Table 2.2.

Red drum anglers, and saltwater anglers in 
general, based on data from the 1991 and 
1993 surveys (Kelso et al. 1992,1994) were 
more affluent than the general population of 
Louisiana. The 1993 median household 
income for Louisiana residents as reported in 
the Statistical Abstract o f the United States - 
1995 (U.S. Department o f Commerce, 1995) 
was $26,312. The median household 
income o f red drum anglers from the 
combined 1991 and 1993 Kelso et al. (1992, 
1994) survey data fell in the $35,000- 
$39,999 range. The frequency distribution 
o f household income from the combined 
survey data (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994) of 
anglers targeting red drum is shown below.

Percentage
Household Income o f resnondents
<$10,000 3.21%
$10,000-$14,999 6.03%
$15,000-$19,999 6.28%
$20,000 - $24,999 8.33% "
$25,000 - $29,999 9.10%
$30,000 - $34,999 10.64%
$35,000 - $39,999 6.54%
$40,000 - $44,999 10.38%
$45,000 - $49,999 9.23%
$50,000 - $54,999 8.08%
$55,000 - $59,999 5.00%
$60,000 + 17.18%

Total 100.00%

Occupation

The 1991 survey (Kelso et al. 1992) asked 
anglers to list their occupation. The top ten 
responses o f red drum anglers who 
responded to the survey, and the percentage 
who specified each occupation, were:
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Occupation # %
Salesman 41 6.3
Manager 31 4.8
Oil Field Worker 29 4.5
Mechanic 29 4.5
Housewife 28 4.3
Engineer 23 3.6
Retired 22 3.4
Welder 21 3.2
Teacher/Coach 18 2.8
Operator 17 2.6

Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al. 
1991, 1992) questioned respondents about 
their general values and attitudes regarding 
fishing. The results o f the combined data 
from the two surveys are displayed in Table 
2.3.

The red drum anglers agreed that they were 
happier the more fish they caught, and that 
catching many fish helped make a fishing 
trip successful, but almost two-thirds also 
said that a trip could be successful even if  no 
fish were caught. Approximately one-half 
o f the red drum anglers indicated that they 
would rather catch one or two big fish than 
ten smaller ones, and that bigger fish made 
for a better trip. They overwhelmingly 
stated that they liked to fish where there 
were several kinds o f fish. Most did not 
want to keep all the fish they caught, but 
neither did they usually give what they kept 
away, indicating that for many eating their 
catch was part o f their enjoyment from 
fishing.

Opinions toward Management Strategies

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys 
(Kelso et al. 1991,1992) were also asked 
their opinions about several regulation and 
program strategies. The feelings o f red 
drum anglers toward management 
alternatives summarized from the 1990 and 
1991 surveys are illustrated in Table 2.4.

A strong majority o f red drum anglers who 
responded to the survey either supported or 
strongly supported minimum size limits, 
creel limits, and stocking largemouth bass, 
striped bass, and red drum. A plurality or 
slight majority supported closed seasons, 
gear prohibitions, prohibiting certain species 
in certain times o f the year, and voluntary 
catch and release programs. The anglers 
showed a slim margin of support for 
maximum size limits, restricted areas, and 
prohibiting certain species in certain areas. 
They were relatively evenly divided on the 
ideas o f slot limits, negative slot limits, and 
stocking grass carp. A plurality opposed the 
prohibition o f certain types o f bait and 
mandatory catch and release programs.

In the 1993 survey (Kelso et al. 1994), 
anglers were asked whether they would 
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide 
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or
3) regulations designed to provide more, 
smaller fish. The question was asked 
concerning four species: spotted seatrout, 
red drum, black drum, and flounder. 
Responses of red drum anglers are reported 
in Table 2.5.

A majority o f the anglers preferred current 
regulations for all four species. 
Approximately one-third and one-fourth 
stated that they would prefer red drum and
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black drum, respectively, to be managed for 
more, smaller fish.

2.4 Expenditures o f Red Drum Anglers

There is no “clean” method o f  attributing 
angler expenditures to a certain species of 
fish. Some anglers do not target a particular 
species, and even those who do target a 
certain species derive some enjoyment from 
catching a variety o f fish (see values and 
attitudes section above). Many anglers use 
their equipment to fish both saltwater and 
freshwater. Other factors that increase an 
angler’s enjoyment from a fishing trip, aside 
from the actual experience o f catching fish, 
include non-fish factors such as being in the 
outdoors, boating, camping, being with 
friends and family, etc. These activities 
would carry on to some degree regardless of 
the availability o f certain species of fish, or 
o f fishing in general.

Recreational expenditures also can be 
shifted between activities. I f  an angler were 
forced to stop fishing, his or her recreational 
time and dollars would likely be shifted to 
other activities such as golf, sporting events, 
hunting, etc.

Keeping these caveats in mind, one method 
o f valuing the contribution o f recreational 
fishing for red drum to the State’s economy 
is to estimate the expenditures o f anglers 
who target red drum.

Southwick (Southwick 1997) estimated that 
approximately $450 million was spent by 
marine recreational anglers in 1996 for 
expenses including meals, lodging, travel, 
and equipment.

Using this $450 million dollar estimate for 
annual expenditures by saltwater 
recreational anglers, and the 34.77% o f 
anglers specifying red drum as their primary 
target species in 1996 (MRFSS), results in 
an estimated $156 million o f annual 
expenditures by anglers targeting red drum.

While direct expenditures are one measure 
o f an activity’s contribution to the state’s 
economy, a measure o f “willingness-to-pay” 
would better measure the value society 
places on that activity. The amount 
Louisiana anglers are willing to pay to fish 
for red drum, minus their direct 
expenditures, equals their “consumer 
surplus” resulting from the availability of 
fishing for red drum. Consumer surplus is 
the amount that utility (pleasure or benefit 
expressed in monetary terms) exceeds one’s 
direct expenditures. More research needs to 
be undertaken to obtain accurate and 
updated estimates o f Louisiana anglers’ 
willingness to pay.
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Tables

Table 2.1. Target species preferences o f recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service, 1981- 
1996).

% Targeting % Indicating a % Targeting % Targeting
Time Period No Species Target Snecies Spotted Seatrout Red Drum
1981-1985 51% 49% 19% 16%
1986-1990 29% 71% 40% 23%
1991-1996 23% 77% 38% 30%

Table 2.2. Age distribution o f surveyed anglers.

Licensed Saltwater Anglers Louisiana Anglers
1990,1991, & 1993 Combined 1991
(Kelso et al. 1991,1992,1994) U.S. Dept. O f Interior (1993b)

Age Red Drum Anglers All Saltwater Anglers All Anglers
6-15 .1% .1% 24.0%
16-17 .1% .2% 4.1%
18-24 8.4% 7.5% 15.0%
25-34 31.7% 28.9% 14.7%
35-44 31.5% 32.3% 18.5%
45-54 20.0% 21.0% 11.1%
55-64 7.8% 9.6% 6.0%
65+ .4% .5% 6.6%
Totals 100.0% 100.0%* 100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to rounding.
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Table 2.3. Attitudes and values o f surveyed red drum anglers (data from Kelso et al. 1991, 
1992).

Statement Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Agree

The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 3% 11% 18% 40% 28%

A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 
caught.

7% 16% 13% 46% 17%

A successful fishing trip is one during which 
many fish are caught.

4% 23% 21% 36% 16%

I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 
smaller fish.

5% 22% 23% 29% 21%

When I go fishing, I’m just as happy if I don’t 
catch a fish.

13% 37% 21% 21% 8%

It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 10% 34% 18% 30% 8%

The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 
trip.

3% 23% 23% 35% 16%

I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch. 11% 29% 21% 28% 10%

I like to fish where there are several kinds of fish 
to catch.

1% 2% 12% 56% 29%

I want to keep all the fish I catch. 19% 45% 18% 11% 6%

I catch fish for sport and pleasure rather than for 
food.

10% 28% 26% 25% 11%

I am just as happy if I release the fish I catch. 9% 31% 26% 24% 9%

I usually give away the fish I catch. 23% 45% 22% 9% 1%

I like to fish where I know I have a chance to 
catch a “trophy fish”.

7% 24% 27% 25% 17%
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Table 2.4. Opinions o f surveyed red drum anglers regarding management alternatives (data from 
Kelso etal. 1991,1992),

Regulation or Program Strongly
Oppose

Oppose Neutral Support Strongly
Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 
size limit).

2% 5% 5% 36% 52%

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 
size limit).

12% 24% 17% 24% 22%

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 
but keeping the fish above and below this range 
(slot limit).

11% 24% 29% 24% 12%

Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 
releasing the fish above and below this range 
(negative slot limit).

9% 23% 31% 25% 12%

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 
fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession 
limits).

4% 7% 9% 43% 37%

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted 
areas.

15% 21% 19% 30% 16%

Having certain fishing areas closed during part of 
the year (closed season).

13% 19% 18% 33% 18%

Prohibiting the use of certain types of sport 
fishing gear.

10% 14% 24% 29% 23%

Prohibiting the use of certain types of bait. 14% 27% 32% 17% 10%

Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 
in certain areas.

10% 21% . 26% 30% 13%

Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 
during certain times of the year.

9% 18% 23% 34% 16%

A voluntary catch and release program. 8% 13% 22% 35% 22%

A mandatory catch and release program. 20% 28% 24% 17% 11%

Stocking Florida largemouth bass in Louisiana. 1% 2% 15% 27% 55%

Stocking striped bass or hybrid striped bass in 
Louisiana.

3% 3% 17% 29% 48%

Stocking grass carp in Louisiana. 13% 14% 42% 16% 15%

Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 1% 1% 13% 29% 56%
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Table 2.5. Percentage o f responses o f red drum anglers regarding preferred management goals of 
size and catch limit regulations (data from Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish

Spotted Seatrout 11.4 72.8 15.8

Red Drum 6.1 59.6 34.2

Black Drum 5.6 68.2 26.2

Flounder 9.9 80.2 9.9
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT 
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is 
designed to gain compliance o f Fish and 
Wildlife regulations as enacted through 
legislative and commission mandates. For 
performance evaluation factors used to 
gauge overall compliance the division totals 
citations issued in a particular user group for 
a specific violation and compares that figure 
to the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of 
consistency when comparing numbers, 
citations are used throughout the evaluation. 
Citations are not necessarily cases that have 
been adjudicated through the court system, 
rather they represent the simple non- 
compliance as observed by Enforcement 
Agents through the initial issuance of that 
citation. All citations represented in this 
evaluation have been officially filed in the 
respective court jurisdiction.

Findings

Recreational

Recreational red drum violations 
have decreased 34% from 1994/95 to 
present.

Recreational spotted seatrout 
violations have decreased 30% since 
1994/95 to present.

Commercial

There has been a 57% decrease in 
commercial fishery violations involving

spotted seatrout and red drum since the 
implementation o f Act 1316.

These types o f violations include: 
selling red drum, taking/possessing red drum 
or spotted seatrout illegally. Failing to abide 
by the spotted seatrout closure, taking 
spotted seatrout without permit and taking 
undersized spotted seatrout commercially.

The amount o f spotted seatrout 
seized has reduced by 65% over the past 3 
years however, since the development o f a 
Special Investigation Unit the Enforcement 
Division discovered in the years 95/96 over
40.000 pounds o f spotted seatrout went 
unreported by 14 commercial fishermen who 
falsified fishery reports. In the years 96/97 
the Enforcement Division discovered over
110.000 pounds o f spotted seatrout 
unreported by two wholesale/retail seafood 
dealers.

Red drum seizures were also reduced 
by approximately 30% overall, however the 
amount of red drum reported imported into 
the state has increased. Several cases have 
been made using the importation reporting 
requirements to launder Louisiana caught 
red drum. These type cases are difficult to 
make and require many man hours. As 
much time as possible is dedicated in 
detecting these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating 
to spotted seatrout and red drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a 
general reduction o f overall on-water 
violations observed relating to spotted
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seatrout and red drum. The commercial 
figures may be partially biased by the overall 
reduction in participants allowed in the 
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.

However, the Enforcement Division 
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork 
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where 
under-reporting o f spotted seatrout 
purchases and sales are misrepresented to 
circumvent the annual one million pound 
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located 
and seized in 96/97 than in any o f the last 
ten years. The seasonal fishing o f gill nets 
and night-time fishing prohibition has 
allowed Enforcement Agents to closely 
monitor the movement o f  nets on Louisiana 
waters.

Overall participation o f fishers 
involved in recreational and commercial 
fisheries in contacting the Department to 
report violations regarding illegal fishing has 
increased and greatly assisted the Division in 
apprehending and deterring violators.
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DEFINITIONS

Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts et al. (1991).

C atch - The total number or pounds o f fish captured from an area over a period o f time. This 
includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place 
in an area different from where the fish are landed.

C ohort - A group of fish spawned during a given period, usually within a year.

Fishing mortality rates - A measurement o f the rate of removal of fish from a population by fishing. 
Fishing mortality can be reported as either annual or instantaneous. Annual mortality is the 
percentage o f fish dying in one year. Instantaneous mortality is the rate at which fish die at any one 
time. The acceptable rates o f fishing mortality may vary from species to species.

F ishing year - An arbitrary 12-month period, usually beginning at the approximate average birth 
date o f a cohort. For this assessment, a fishing year is equivalent to a calendar year

G M FM C - Gulf o f Mexico Fishery Management Council. An agency, established by the federal 
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act, which is charged with managing fisheries 
in the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Gulf o f Mexico.

H arvest - The total number or pounds of fish caught and kept from an area over a period o f time. 
Note that landings, catch, and harvest are different.

Landings - The number or poundage of fish unloaded at a dock by commercial fishermen or 
brought to shore by recreational fishermen for personal use. Landings are reported at the point 
at which the fish are brought to shore.

LD W F - Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NM FS - National Marine Fisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department o f Commerce, responsible for 
managing fisheries in concert with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.

MRFSS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey o f marine recreational 
fishing activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an annual basis, 
including annual estimates for Louisiana.

SAP - Stock Assessment Panel. A technical committee o f the GMFMC, charged with reviewing 
stock assessments o f fish under the charge of the Council.
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SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg producing ability o f all the mature 
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist i f  the stock were unfished. Often 
expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e.g. 20% rather than 0.20.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used in this report, the ratio of the total weight 
o f mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight that would exist if  the stock were unfished.

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transitional SPR) The spawning production per recruit of a fished 
population relative to the spawning production per recruit of an unfished population with otherwise 
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit Also called "equilibrium" or "static %" 
SPR.

Transitional SPR - The spawning production per recruit in a year relative to that which would 
have been produced in the year if there had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year. 
Also called "non-equilibrium", "dynamic" and "unweighted transitional" SPR by some authors.

VP A - Virtual Population Analysis. A type of analysis that uses the number o f fish harvested at 
various ages and an estimate o f natural mortality to estimate fishing mortality for a cohort. It also 
provides an estimate o f the number of fish in a cohort alive at various ages

Year-class - The fish spawned and hatched in a given year, a "generation" o f fish. For red drum, this 
is synonymous with "cohort."
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74, 
HCR 207, and SCR 148 o f the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is requested to 
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on the status of spotted seatrout, based on the most 
current information available, which is annually due to the Legislature by September 1. The most 
comprehensive report is that requested by the SCR, requiring the Commission to address issues as 
follows:

1) a profile of the species, its fisheries and a stock assessment that includes all available 
sciences, including the biological, socioeconomic sciences and the enforcement experience 
and

2) Total allowable catch with probable allocation scenarios

This document is the first report prepared by the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and 
Fisheries to provide the Commission with the information needed to fulfill their obligations as 
outlined above. This report addresses each issue individually and uses the best data available to the 
Department at this time.
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Part 1 - PROFILE, STOCK
ASSESSMENT AND BIOLOGICAL 
CONDITION

A detailed biological profile document 
entitled "A Biological and Fisheries Profile of 
Louisiana Spotted Seatrout" (Bourgeois et a l 
1996) has been prepared by the Department, 
and is attached to this document. The present 
report updates that document with newly 
acquired biological data and additional 
information requested by the Legislative 
Resolutions. Only bioprofile information that 
has become available since publication o f the 
1996 profile and is significant to 
understanding the life history o f the species is 
summarized here.

Biological Profile

Schirripa and Goodyear (1994) 
simulated impacts of six possible management 
options on spotted seatrout stocks in 
Everglades National Park (ENP), Florida 
using two biological reference points (F ^ *  
and F0 ]). They noted that male and female 
spotted seatrout gonad sizes were smaller in 
hypersaline conditions due possibly to greater 
energy expenditures directed toward 
osmoregulatory processes than reproduction 
and stated "recent hypersaline conditions in 
Florida Bay may have influenced directly 
spotted seatrout recruitment".

Murphy et al. (1995) investigated 
short-term mortality o f fish taken in Tampa 
Bay, Florida by hook and line and "run
around" gill nets. Although hooking mortality 
was significantly influenced by hooking 
location, overall hook and line mortality 
averaged 4.6%. Overall spotted seatrout 
mortality in gill nets averaged 28% as

compared with 74% mortalities for spotted 
seatrout in Texas gill net studies (Chai et al. 
1994) and mortality was significantly 
influenced by water temperature. Higher 
mortality rates (47-69%) were observed at 
temperatures of 28-31 °C and lower rates (10- 
40%) at temperatures o f 16-23 ° C. The 
authors reported that "in absolute terms the 
number o f spotted seatrout released from gill 
nets that died in Florida in 1992 was 2 orders 
o f magnitude less than the number that died 
after release from hook and line. They 
suggested that mortality of released fish under 
high fishing effort levels may reduce benefits 
o f harvest and creel regulations. Hook 
position was found to be significantly 
associated with mortality and identified the 
most important factors associated with short
term survival. Higher mortalities were 
observed in gut hooked fish even if  hook 
removal did not occur.

Wisner et a l  (1996) investigated 
spotted seatrout spawning frequency and egg 
production held in photo-thermal culture 
systems regulated to simulate natural 
spawning season. Female spotted seatrout on 
average spawned once every 10.8 days and 
consistently produced eggs over a 9-month 
period between August and April.

Fishery-independent information on 
availability o f spotted seatrout in Louisiana is 
collected as part o f ongoing monitoring 
surveys conducted by the Marine Fisheries 
Division. Initial estimates o f  recruitment for 
young-of-the-year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches 
long are provided each summer and fall by 
seine samples. The data are presented as 
averages of catch per effort for the season. 
Experimental gill nets are used to sample 
older fish, with three mesh sizes o f net being 
used here as indices: 1-inch bar, 1.25-inch bar,
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and 1.5-inch bar mesh nets. Separate indices 
are used here for January through March and 
May-June to examine variation during cool 
and warm seasons. Spotted seatrout are 
distributed differently during these seasons, 
with warm-season distributions being more 
strongly influenced by salinity (i.e. higher 
abundances are seen in higher salinities). 
April and September are not considered in 
either warm- or cool-season indices as these 
are transition months, with highly variable 
catch rates that are not indicative of the 
adjacent seasons. Data for the entire warm 
season (through August) or the fall months 
(October-December) are not presented here 
since that would not allow estimates of 
abundance in 1997.

Unlike the case for red drum, where 
fishery-independent estimates have 
historically been well correlated with 
recreational harvest, seine or gill net samples 
do not seem to predict harvest o f spotted 
seatrout by recreational fishermen. 
Correlation with commercial harvest would be 
problematic, since this harvest is regulated by 
quota, which has restricted inter-annual 
variability in harvest. Rather, gill net samples 
do seem to perform as a measure o f the stock 
immediately available to fishermen in some 
cases. Some data, though, does not correlate 
well with recreational harvest estimates. The 
gill net catch/effort data for May-June of 
1988, for instance, is near the highest on 
record. However, recreational harvest for the 
year was below the long-term average.

Seine samples indicated strong 
cohorts in 1987 and 1995 (Figure 1.1). The 
remainder of the annual indices are relatively 
consistent, with no clear trend over time.

Gill net indices indicate effects of the 
freeze of December, 1989, that reduced 
availability of spotted seatrout in the 
following year (Figures 1.2 and 1.3). 
Abundance of the smaller sizes of fish, taken 
in the 1-inch and 1.25-inch bar mesh nets, 
showed a strong rebound during 1991 
followed by an increase in the 1.5-inch bar 
mesh index in 1992.

Stock Assessment and Methodology

A virtual population assessment 
(VPA) developed by Gulland (1965), as 
described by Jones (1984) was used to assess 
the condition o f the spotted seatrout stock in 
Louisiana. This assessment technique uses 
catch at age by the fishery for a specified time 
period, typically on an annual basis, to provide 
estimates o f recruitment and fishing mortality 
rates. The process begins with the oldest age 
group and works backwards toward the time 
when the fish first entered the fishery. The 
prerequisites for this type o f analysis include 
an estimate of the fishing mortality rate for the 
oldest age group, and an estimate of the 
natural mortality rate at age which is usually 
assumed to be constant for all ages.

Commercial and recreational catch 
statistics providing a historic perspective of 
the annual catch history are provided in 
Figures 1.4 and 1.5. Much o f the increase in 
the proportion of spotted seatrout released by 
anglers from 1987 to present (Figure 1.4) may 
be attributed to the imposition o f the 
minimum size limit in that year.

As mentioned above, this type of 
assessment requires annual age specific catch 
data. Annual catch at age estimates for this 
assessment were calculated by use o f a growth
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model coupled with length frequency and 
annual catch data collected from the fishery. 
The growth parameters used to calculate age 
at length were taken from a Von Bertalanffy 
growth model developed by Wieting (1989) 
for male and female spotted seatrout collected 
from Louisiana. The length frequency data 
used were from two sources, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Marine 
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS) 1980-1996 and a 1986 and 1990- 
1996 Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) coastwide commercial 
fishery survey (CFS). Annual recreational and 
commercial catch data were obtained from the 
MRFSS estimated catch (Type A and B l) and 
NMFS Louisiana Landings database 
respectively. Catch type A from the MRFSS 
are those fish actually observed by an 
interviewer, and catch type B l are those not 
observed, but removed from the population.

Male and female spotted seatrout 
exhibit significantly different growth rates as 
reported by Wieting (1989); therefore, the 
sexes were treated separately in the population 
assessment. Due to statistically significant 
differences in sex-specific growth rates 
reported by Wieting (1989), researchers 
involved with population assessment of 
spotted seatrout should consider sex-specific 
analysis. She reported the following growth 
relationships by sex:

Male L, = 527(I-e -"%'+"))

Female Lt = 605 (1-e -46Stl-03))

Growth models attempt to describe in an 
equation the average incremental change in 
length of fish at an actual observed age. There 
are inaccuracies in using growth models to 
predict a fish's age from its length, since

individual fish may have different growth 
rates. The preferred method would be to 
develop annual age-length keys to describe the 
age distribution o f the catch. The department 
in 1994 initiated a system for production 
ageing o f spotted seatrout. At this point three 
years (1994-1996) o f age data has been 
collected. In order to use an annual age-length 
key in an assessment at least two more years 
of data are required.

Natural mortality rates were estimated 
by using Pauly’s (1980) equation:

Log M = a - b(Log Linf) + c(Log K) + d(Log 
Temperature)

where: a= -0.015; b= 0.279; c= 0.654; d= 
0.463; and Linf and K  are Von Bertalanffy 
growth parameters by sex derived from 
Wieting (1989). Mean annual temperatures 
from Louisiana’s Finfish Monitoring Program 
were used from the program’s inception in 
1986. On average M  for male and female 
were 0.36 and 0.42 respectively. The VPA for 
each cohort was run by using an M o f  0.3 for 
males and females in order to reduce the 
possibility o f overestimating the impact of 
natural mortality on instantaneous total 
mortality (Z) resulting from the analysis.

Each cohort beginning with 1981 was 
analyzed in the VPA by assuming constant M 
for all ages and a terminal fishing mortality 
rate for ages 5 and older. In choosing a 
terminal fishing mortality rate for a given M 
we assumed that Z  is constant beyond age 4. 
Therefore, terminal fishing mortality rates for 
ages 5 and above should not be greater than at 
age 4, but should be approximately the same. 
What results from the analysis is a terminal 
fishing mortality rate by sex. The VPA was

5 Spotted Seatrout -1997



then run to provide estimates o f number of 
fish and mortality for each cohort at each age.

The results of the VPA were then used 
to assess the fishery's impact on the spawning 
stock. A maturity schedule was developed 
based on analysis o f the LDWF fishery- 
independent finfish sampling program. 
Maturity of female trout was based on 
categorical analysis o f gonads as to their stage 
o f  maturity and activity. A length-based 
nonlinear curve was fitted to the data, which 
described the percent o f the females at any 
given length that were mature based on this 
criterion. Annual spawning stock biomass 
estimates were derived as the product o f the 
number at age, from the VPA, multiplied by 
the estimated weight at age and the fractional 
maturity derived from the maturity schedule. 
Length/weight regressions described by 
Wieting (1989), along with the previously 
described growth equations were used to 
estimate weight at age:

Male whole wt. = 1 x lO-4 (TL2 59) 

Female whole wt. = 1.17 x 10"5 (TL2-97)

Spawning potential ratios (SPR) by 
year and sex (unweighted transitional SPR) 
were examined as a means o f evaluating the 
impact o f historic fishing pressure on the 
present-day spawning stock (Figure 1.6).

Spawning potential ratios (SPR) by 
cohort and sex (static SPR) were examined as 
a means of evaluating the long term impact of 
current fishing pressure on the future 
spawning stock. Static spawning potential 
ratio is determined by dividing a cohort's 
accumulated spawning stock biomass 
resulting from fishing by that of an unfished 
condition. The result is expressed as a

percentage and reflects the long term impact 
o f current fishing mortality on that cohort's 
spawning potential (Figure 1.7).

Conservation Standard

Conservation standards are based on 
one o f a number o f biological measures o f the 
dynamics of fish stocks, that are intended to 
protect the viability o f that stock for future 
generations. These standards have historically 
been based on different measures o f the 
dynamics o f fish stocks, depending on the data 
available, the needs o f fishery and o f the 
resource. Conservation standards should be 
separated into two types: a conservation 
threshold which is entirely biologically based, 
and a conservation target which considers 
biological measures modified by relevant 
social, economic, and ecological factors.

Conservation “thresholds” are 
intended to provide a biological baseline for 
harvest o f a fish stock based on stock recruit 
relationships, or other biological parameters 
specific to the stock, if  possible. This baseline 
standard, below which the stock should not be 
allowed to go, has been described as a 
“threshold” by some researchers, and has also 
been referred to as an “overfishing level” 
(GMFMC 1995). Beyond this “threshold”, 
management “targets” may be set, which 
provide for other management goals in the 
fishery. Such goals may be in terms o f yield 
in weight, yield in numbers o f fish, catch rate 
per effort, harvest rate per effort, employment, 
profit, or some other goal. These conservation 
targets must be set at a fishing rate below the 
“threshold” in order to ensure that the 
biological integrity o f the stock is not 
compromised by fishing.
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Recently, use o f a stock measure, 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
spawning potential ratio (SPR) has become 
widely used as a basis for the conservation 
standard. This measure compares the either 
the estimated female egg production ability, or 
spawning biomass o f the stock that survive 
fishing, with the estimated egg production or 
biomass of the stock under unfished 
conditions. The analysis does not take into 
account any density-dependent relationships 
due to the changes in the size of the fished 
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by 
Gabriel et a l (1984) and refined by Goodyear 
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that 
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass 
(or egg production) per recruit, below which 
existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future 
recruitment, and below which the fishery 
should not be allowed to operate.

Ideally, “threshold” levels should be 
evaluated from information on the stock in 
question. However, the information base 
necessary to adequately describe this level is 
often not available. In such cases, it has been 
recommended by Goodyear (1989) that a 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
SPR o f 20% be used as a “threshold” in 
absence o f sufficient evidence to provide a 
standard specific to the stock in question. 
This standard is also based on work on North 
Atlantic groundfisheries (Gabriel et a l 1984, 
Gabriel 1985). A SSBR o f 35% has been 
recommended for Spanish mackerel, and 20% 
for king mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A 
SSBR o f 8-13% has been demonstrated to be 
sufficient for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 1987).

Mace and Sissenwine (1993) 
examined 90 stocks o f 27 species, and 
recommended that 30% SPR be maintained 
when there is no other basis for estimating the

replacement level. That level is sufficient for 
80% o f the stocks considered by those 
authors. They also noted that 30% may be 
overly conservative for an "average" stock. 
The average replacement %SPR for the stocks 
they considered was 18.7% while the most 
resilient quarter o f the stocks considered 
required a maximum F^p o f  8.6% SPR. 
Three-quarters o f the stocks required a 
maximum F^p of 27.1% SPR.

The use o f any measure o f health o f a 
fish stock as a perfect index is arguable. 
Intuitively it seems more logical that growth 
overfishing would occur at a much lower 
fishing rate than would threaten recruitment. 
However, Mace and Sissenwine (1993) 
provide information to suggest that some 
stocks may have reduced levels of 
recruitment at levels o f fishing that would not 
reduce yield per recruit. The preferable 
position for making recommendations on 
appropriate levels o f fishing for a stock is to 
base those recommendations on actual 
measures of spawning stock and recruitment 
for that species, in the same fishery. This 
requires a base o f information on that fishery 
that requires monitoring o f both the stock and 
the fishery over a variety o f conditions. 
Without this information, inappropriate 
conservation standards may either 
underestimate or overestimate the potential o f 
the fishery. If  the potential is underestimated, 
society loses the economic and social benefits 
of the harvest. If  the potential is 
overestimated, society also loses the benefits 
of a sustainable fishery, which must at least go 
through some period o f rebuilding, when 
effort must be reduced from the 
non-sustainable levels (Hilbom and Walters
1993). Some researchers have speculated that 
over-harvest o f some stocks may lead to their 
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often
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less preferred stocks. The frequency o f such 
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of 
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem 
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the 
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred 
over time in the Grand Banks area, where 
prolonged, intense harvest o f cod and haddock 
have been implicated in gradual increases in 
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD - 
NEFSC 1993).

•In prior analyses o f the Louisiana 
spotted seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991), we 
recommended a threshold SPR o f 15% after 
analysis of several years o f available data. A 
more recent reassessment o f threshold SPR for 
spotted seatrout by the department resulted in 
a median SPR of 18%. The change from 15% 
to 18% was due to changes in the 
methodology of the assessment, specifically 
the use of an improved maturity schedule with 
additional data from Louisiana specimens and 
the incorporation of the method used by 
Gabriel (Gabriel et al. 1984, Gabriel, 1985) to 
estimate median SPR.

It is important to understand that the 
absolute value o f SPR used to establish a 
threshold and conservation standard may 
change depending on improvements in 
methodology or data that go into any 
assessment. SPR should be used as an index 
o f  spawning potential measuring changes over 
time.

The threshold spawning potential 
estimated for spotted seatrout is 18% 
unweighted SPR. What this means is that we 
believe there is a possible risk o f adversely 
impacting recruitment if  unweighted SPR is 
allowed to remain below 18%. In order to 
avoid going below the threshold, the

department has adopted the following 
conservation standard.

For spotted seatrout. fishing regulations 
should not allow cumulative fishing mortality 
rates to reduce the spawning potential of a 
cohort on average below 18% static SPR.

This conservation standard is designed 
to stabilize the spawning potential o f  a cohort 
at or above the median level found in the 
1980's, where existing evidence indicates that 
the spawning stock had not been reduced to a 
level that would adversely impact recruitment.

Biological Condition (Status of the Stock!

The current (1996) status o f the stock 
defined as the unweighted transitional SPR is 
21.6% which is the highest level estimated 
since 1986 (Figure 1.6). Static SPR that 
measures the impact o f current fishing 
mortality rates on the spawning stock is 21.7% 
which is above the conservation standard of 
18% described above (Figure 1.7). Estimated 
spawning biomass o f  females in 1986 is 
higher than any other year in the assessment 
(1980-1986) (Figure 1.8). If  fishing mortality 
rates continue at current levels the spawning 
stock should not be reduced below a level that 
would cause recruitment overfishing.

Total Allowable H arvest w ith Probable 
Allocation Scenarios

Fishing mortality may be either 
regulated directly, as through adjustable 
quotas, etc., or indirectly as with size limits, 
seasons, creel or possession limits, etc. 
Indirect limits are intended either to protect a 
certain segment of the population from harvest 
as by size limits, or to partially regulate

8 Spotted Seatrout -1 9 9 7



fishing effort through restricting the ability of 
harvesters to capture the fish. The current 
regulations o f bag and size limits only 
partially control or limit fishing effort.

Although current fishing mortality 
rates provide a static SPR (21.7%), which is 
above the threshold conservation standard of 
18%, the department would recommend no 
change in current regulations that would 
increase fishing mortality. There are two 
reasons that we base this recommendation. 
One is the fact that fishing effort under current 
regulations is only partially controlled and 
may increase if more individuals enter the 
fishery or if  the individuals currently in the 
fishery fish more. The second is the that the 
current measure o f static SPR is not that far 
above the established threshold.

If  fishing mortality rates increase 
under current regulations to a point that the 
conservation standard is exceeded (below 
18% SPR), the department would recommend 
regulations be changed to reduce fishing 
mortality to safer levels (above 18% SPR).
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Figures

Catch-effort  of Spo t ted  S ea t rou t  in Seine S a m p l e s
Jul -0 ct

1966 1967 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

e  Sal ini ty

Figure 1.1. Catch per effort in seine samples from July through October o f each year. Catch 
per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same season, i.e. the 
long-term average equals 1. The mean salinity at seine stations for the same time period is also 
plotted.

2atch-effor t  of Spo t ted  S ea t rou t  in Gill Net S a m p l e s
Jan-M ar

1986 1987 1968 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

1.0"  b a r  1 .5"  b a r  ^  1 . 25  " b a r

Figure 1.2.. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels from January through March of 
each year. Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same 
season, i.e. the long-term average equals 1.
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Catch-effort  of Spot ted Seat rou t  in G ill Net S am p le s
M ay-Jun

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

1.0" b a r ^  1.5" b a r A  1 .2 5  " b a r

Figure 1.3. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels in May and June o f each year. 
Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same season, 
i.e. the long-term average equals 1.

Louisiana's Recreational Catch of Spotted Seatrout

15

Year

BE Harvest H  Release — Catch

Figure 1.4. Recreational catch, harvest and release o f spotted seatrout in Louisiana, expressed 
as numbers of fish. Data from NMFS Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey.
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Louisiana's Harvest of Spotted Seatrout

12

Year

B  Recreational B  Commercial _  Combined

Figure 1.5. Total, recreational and commercial harvest o f spotted seatrout from Louisiana 
waters., in terms of millions o f pounds o f fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey, 
commercial data from NMFS commercial landings database.

Female Spotted Seatrout
Unweighted Transi t ional  SPR

1980 19 8 2  198 4  1986  1988 1990  19 9 2  1 9 9 4  1996
1981 198 3  1985  1987  1989  1991 1 9 9 3  1995

Year

Figure 1.6. Unweighted transitional SPR for female spotted seatrout in Louisiana, calculated 
on annual basis.
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F e m a l e  S p o t t e d  S e a  t r o u t  
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1 9 8 0 1 9 8 2 1 9 8 4 1 9 8 6 1 9 8 8 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 2 1 9 9 4

Cohort (Year Class)
Figure 1.7. Static SPR by cohort for female spotted seatrout in Louisiana.

Spotted Seatrout Female Spawning Biomass

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996
1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995

Year
Figure 1.8. Trends in female spawning biomass for spotted seatrout in Louisiana, as estimated 
from the VPA.
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P a rt 2 - SOCIOECONOM IC ANALYSIS

2.1 Commercial Fishery

National Marine Fisheries Service 
preliminary estimates o f 1996 commercial 
landings o f spotted seatrout in Louisiana 
totaled 774,474 pounds, worth $713,381 at 
dockside, for an average price per pound of 
$.921. While landings were up 
approximately 116,000 pounds over 1995, 
the price per pound declined $.03, resulting 
in an increase in value o f landings of 
$87,368 compared to 1995. The 1996 
average price was the lowest since the 1990 
peak o f $ 1.54 per pound.

Act 1316 mandated that certain income, 
prior-year license, and fishery violation 
requirements be met in order to purchase a 
spotted seatrout permit. Upon meeting the 
requirements, 186 individuals were issued 
1996 Resident Spotted Seatrout Permits. 
There were no Non-Resident Spotted 
Seatrout Permits issued.

The total landings estimate divided by the 
number of permit holders yields an average 
harvest of 4,164 pounds worth $3,835 per 
permit holder in 1996. There may well be a 
wide range o f harvest amounts across the 
group, but no individual fisherman data exist 
to analyze this.

Using the two (or three) prior year tax 
returns (from 1993, 1994, or 1995) provided 
by permit applicants, certain information 
from the 186 permit holders was analyzed. It 
should be noted that these figures are for 
p rio r years, not 1996, and sixteen permit 
holders submitted three tax returns instead of 
the mandated two, so they influenced the 
results more than the other 170 individuals.

O f the 388 returns, 32.2% o f the returns 
indicated filing status as single, 64.4% as 
married filing jointly, and 3.4% as head of 
household. The average number of 
exemptions claimed on all returns was 2.7.

Across all 388 tax returns, the average total 
income was $11,870, with a median of 
$8,310, and a range o f (-$193,417) to 
$234,711. The frequency distribution o f total 
income from the 388 returns is as follows:

Total Income # %

Less than 0 30 7.7%
0 to $2,500 50 12.9%
$2,501 to $5,000 50 12.9%
$5,001 to $10,000 85 21.9%
$10,001 to $15,000 68 17.5%
$15,001 to $20,000 40 10.3%
$20,001 to $25,000 27 ■ 7.0%
$25,001 to $50,000 25 6.4%
$50,001 to $75,000 6 1.5%
$75,001 to $100,000 5 1.3%
> $100,000 __ 2 .5%

Totals 388 100.0%*

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to 
rounding.

Wages were earned by the applicant on 93 
of the returns, with average wages earned (as 
reported on W-2 Forms) of $12,102. Wages 
earned by the spouse were reported on 45 of 
the returns, at an average o f $11,194. The 
frequency distribution o f wages for permit 
holders and spouses is illustrated in Table 
2 . 1.

Schedule C, reporting business income, was 
included in 376 o f the returns. Net self- 
employment income from all businesses 
(including fishing) as reported on Schedule C
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averaged $5,418, with a median of $4,947, 
and a range o f (-$203,689) to $93,133. 
Business income reported on the tax returns 
displayed the following frequency 
distribution:

Business Income J _%

Less than $0 49 13.0%
$0 to $2,500 78 20.7%
$2,501 to $5,000 63 16.8%
$5,001 to $10,000 97 25.8%
$10,001 to $15,000 53 14.1%
$15,001 to $20,000 16 4.3%
$20,001 to $25,000 11 2.9%
$25,001 to $50,000 8 2.1%
$50,001 to $75,000 0
$75,001 to $100,000 1 .3%
>$100,000 _0

Totals 376 100.0%

Based on the latest year tax return submitted, 
the permit holders were located in the 
following parishes:

Parish # %
Plaquemines 88 47.3%
Jefferson 24 12.9%
Terrebonne 20 10.8%
St. Bernard 17 9.1%
Lafourche 11 5.9%
Cameron 8 4.3%
St. Tammany 6 3.2%
St. Mary 3 1.6%
Orleans 3 1.6%
Other (5 parishes) 3.2%

Totals 186 100%

2.2 Recreational Fishery

2.2.1 Participation in Recreational 
Saltwater Fishing

Recreational saltwater fishing continues to 
increase in popularity with Louisiana 
residents, as evidenced by increasing 
saltwater license sales by the Louisiana 
Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF). Licensed resident saltwater anglers 
increased from 206,088 in Fiscal Year (FY) 
1990-91 to 299,860 in FY 1995-96, an 
increase o f 45.5%. Since residents younger 
than 16 years o f age or over 59 years o f age 
are exempt from license requirements, these 
figures are less than the total number of 
resident saltwater anglers. Using age 
stratified participation data from the 1991 
National Survey o f Fishing. Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation (IJ.S. 
Department of the Interior, 1993b), an 
estimated 34% o f resident anglers are not 
required to purchase a fishing license. 
Combining this estimate with the license sale 
figures from above yields an estimated 
resident participation level in saltwater 
recreational fishing in FY 1995-96 of 
approximately 454,000. The Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS) estimated 1996 resident 
participation at approximately 413,000.

Non-resident saltwater angler license sales 
from FY 1995-96 totaled 46,239, an increase 
o f approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91 
level o f 27,758. Non-residents younger than 
16 years of age are exempt from licensing 
requirements. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife - 
Service in 1991 (U.S. Department o f  the 
Interior, 1993a) estimated that 26.7% of total 
anglers in the east south-central and west 
south-central states were younger than 16
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years o f age. Combining this estimate with 
the license sale figure yields an estimate of 
approximately 63,000 non-resident saltwater 
anglers in FY 1995-96. MRFSS estimated 
approximately 80,000 non-resident saltwater 
anglers in 1996. This estimate was based on 
a small sample size and has a wide margin of 
error.

2.2.2 Participants Targeting Spotted 
Seatrout

Spotted seatrout and red drum have 
historically been the two species o f choice 
for Louisiana saltwater anglers who identify 
a targeted species. The MRFSS survey data 
summarized.in Table 2.2 indicate that over 
time a higher percentage o f anglers are 
targeting certain species, inferring the 
possibility o f increasing angler sophistication 
and more specific fishing techniques to target 
their preferred species.

In comparing the percentages o f anglers that 
targeted spotted seatrout and red drum, the 
period from 1991-1996 is skewed by 1991, 
when 49% of the surveyed anglers said they 
were targeting spotted seatrout, compared to 
20% for red drum. Dropping 1991, and 
comparing averages for the five year period 
from 1992-1996, yields preference 
percentages of 36% and 32% for spotted 
seatrout and red drum, respectively. The 
percentage o f surveyed anglers targeting red 
drum exceeded the percentage targeting 
spotted seatrout in 1993 and 1996.

2.2.3 Characteristics o f Anglers Targeting 
Spotted Seatrout

Using datasets from three surveys (Kelso et 
al. 1991,1992 and 1994), characteristics of

anglers who identified spotted seatrout as 
their primary target species were analyzed.

Parish o f Residence

Based on data from the 1991 and 1993 
surveys (Kelso et al. 1992, 1994), a large 
proportion o f spotted seatrout anglers reside 
in the southeastern part o f Louisiana, as 
would be expected given the population and 
access to coastal waters in that region. Over 
50% of respondents who targeted spotted 
seatrout lived in five parishes, and over 75% 
lived in 11 parishes, as shown below:

Parish 
Jefferson 
E. Baton Rouge 
St. Tammany 
Orleans 
Lafourche 
Terrebonne 
St. Bernard 
Lafayette 
Calcasieu 
St. Charles 
Ascension 
44 other parishes 

Total

% o f Spotted 
Seatrout Anglers 

19.83% 
9.44% 
7.45% 
7.36% 
7.36% 
5.63% 
5.19% 
4.85% 
4.24% 
2 .68% 
2.51% 

23.46% 
100.00%

Age

The surveys (Kelso et al. 1991, 1992, &
1994) targeted recreational fishing license 
holders, and therefore were primarily 
restricted to individuals between 16 and 59 
years o f age. The frequency distribution of 
anglers from the combined survey data who 
targeted spotted seatrout is shown in Table 
2.3, along with the age distribution for all 
anglers from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
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survey (U.S. Department o f  the Interior, 
1993b).

Income

Spotted seatrout anglers, based on data from 
the 1991 and 1993 surveys by Kelso et al. 
(Kelso et al. 1992, 1994), were more affluent 
than the general population o f Louisiana.
The 1993 median household income for 
Louisiana residents as reported in the 
Statistical Abstract o f the United States - 
1995 (U.S. Department o f Commerce, 1995) 
was $26,312. The median household income 
o f spotted seatrout anglers from the 
combined 1991 and 1993 survey data (Kelso 
et al. 1992, 1994) fell in the $40,000-$44,999 
range. The frequency distribution of 
household income from the combined 
surveys of anglers targeting spotted seatrout 
is shown below.

Household Income 
< $ 10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $29,999 
$30,000 - $34,999 
$35,000-$39,999 
$40,000 - $44,999 
$45,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $54,999 
$55,000 - $59,999 
$60,000 +

Totals

Percentage 
o f respondents 

4.09% 
3.36% 
3.36% 
5.91% 
7.27% 

10.45% 
11.27% 
9.55% 
6.82% 
7.64% 
5.09% 

25.18% 
100.00%*

* Percentages do not add to 100.00% due 
to rounding.

Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992) questioned respondents about 
their general values and attitudes regarding 
fishing. The combined results from the two 
surveys are displayed in Table 2.4.

The surveyed spotted seatrout anglers agreed 
that they were happier the more fish they 
caught, but that a trip could be successful 
even if  no fish were caught. It did matter to 
them what type o f fish they caught, but they 
overwhelmingly stated that they liked to fish 
where there were several kinds o f fish. Most 
did not want to keep all the fish they caught, 
but neither did they usually give what they 
kept away, indicating that for most eating 
their catch was part o f their enjoyment from 
fishing.

Opinions toward Management Strategies

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso 
et al. 1991,1992) were also asked their 
opinions about several regulation and 
program strategies. The feelings o f spotted 
seatrout anglers toward management 
alternatives, summarized from the 1990 and 
1991 survey data, are illustrated in Table 2.5.

Strong majorities o f  the spotted seatrout 
anglers who responded to the survey either 
supported or strongly supported minimum 
size limits, creel limits, and stocking 
largemouth bass, striped bass, and red drum. 
Pluralities or slight majorities supported 
maximum size limits, restricted areas, closed 
seasons, gear prohibitions, prohibiting 
certain species in certain areas or times o f the 
year, and voluntary catch and release 
programs. Opinions were fairly balanced to
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the ideas o f slot limits, negative slot limits, 
and stocking grass carp. Pluralities o f the 
anglers opposed the prohibition o f certain 
types o f bait and mandatory catch and release 
programs.

In the 1993 survey (Kelso, et al. 1994), 
anglers were asked whether they would 
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide 
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or 
3) regulations designed to provide more, 
smaller fish. The question was asked 
concerning four species: spotted seatrout, red 
drum, black drum, and flounder. Responses 
o f spotted seatrout anglers are reported in 
Table 2.6.

A majority o f the anglers preferred current 
regulations for all four species. 
Approximately one-fourth stated that they 
would prefer red drum to be managed for 
more, smaller fish.

2.2.4 Expenditures of Spotted Seatrout 
Anglers

There is no “clean” method o f attributing 
angler expenditures to a certain species of 
fish. Some anglers do not target a particular 
species, and even those who do target a 
species derive some enjoyment from 
catching a variety of fish (see fishing values 
and attitudes section above). Many anglers 
use their equipment to fish both saltwater 
and freshwater. Other factors that contribute 
to angler enjoyment (utility) o f fishing trips, 
aside from the actual experience of catching 
fish, are non-fish factors such as being in the 
outdoors, boating, camping, being with 
friends and family, etc. These activities 
would carry on to some degree regardless of 
the availability o f certain species of fish, or 
o f fishing in general.

Recreational expenditures also can be shifted 
between activities. I f  an angler were forced 
to stop fishing, his or her recreational time 
and dollars would likely be shifted to other 
activities such as golf, sporting events, 
hunting, etc.

Keeping these caveats in mind, one method 
o f valuing the contribution o f recreational 
fishing for spotted seatrout to the State’s 
economy is to estimate the expenditures of 
anglers who target spotted seatrout.

Southwick (1997) estimated that 
approximately $450 million was spent by 
marine recreational anglers in 1996 for 
expenses including meals, lodging, travel, 
and equipment.

Using the $450 million dollar estimate for 
annual expenditures by saltwater recreational 
anglers, and the 29.64% o f anglers specifying 
spotted seatrout as their primary target 
species (MRFSS), results in an estimated 
$133 million o f annual expenditures by 
anglers targeting spotted seatrout.

While direct expenditures are one measure of 
an activity’s contribution to the state’s 
economy, a measure o f “willingness-to-pay” 
would better measure the value society 
places on that activity. The amount 
Louisiana anglers are willing to pay to fish 
for spotted seatrout, minus their direct 
expenditures, equals their “consumer 
surplus” resulting from the activity o f fishing 
for spotted seatrout. Consumer surplus is the 
amount that utility (pleasure or benefit 
expressed in monetary terms) exceeds one’s 
direct expenditures. More research needs to 
be undertaken to obtain accurate and updated 
estimates o f Louisiana anglers’ willingness 
to pay.
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Tables

Table 2.1. Wages reported on submitted Federal income tax returns (2-3 years from 
1993-1995) o f spotted seatrout permit holders who qualified under Act 1316 

provisions (Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 1997).

Wages Earned By Applicant By Applicant By Spouse By Spouse
(# o f Returns"! (% o f Returns'! f# of Returns'! (% o f Returns)

$0 295 76.0% 205 82.0%
$1 to $2,500 26 6.7% 11 4.4%
$2,501 to $5,000 18 4.6% 6 2.4%
$5,001 to $10,000 16 4.1% 12 4.8%
$10,001 to $15,000 13 3.4% 9 3.6%
$15,001 to $20,000 6 1.5% 2 .8%
$20,001 to $25,000 4 1.0% 1 .4%
$25,001 to $50,000 6 1.5% 2 .8%
$50,001 to $75,000 2 .5% 1 .4%
$75,001 to $100,000 1 .3% 1 .4%

>$100,000 1 .3% _Q —

Totals 388 100.0%* 250 100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to rounding.
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Table 2.2. Target species preferences of recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service 1981-1996).

% Targeting % Indicating a % Targeting % Targeting
Time Period No Species Target Species Snt. Seatrout Red Drum
1981-1985 51% 49% 19% 16%
1986-1990 29% 71% 40% 23%
1991-1996 23% 77% 38% 30%

Table 2.3. Age distribution o f surveyed anglers who specified their age.

Age,

Licensed Spotted Seatrout Anglers 
1990, 1991, & 1993 Combined 
(Xelso e tal. 1991. 1992. 1994)

All Anglers
1991

fU.S. Dent, o f the Interior. 1993b)
6-15 .1% 24.0%
16-17 .2% 4.1%
18-24 6.0% 15.0%
25-34 27.3% 14.7%
35-44 34.1% 18.5%
45-54 22.0% 11.1%
55-64 9.9% 6.0%
65+ .5% 6.6%

Total 100.0%* 100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to rounding.
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Table 2.4. Attitudes and values o f surveyed spotted seatrout anglers (data from Kelso et al. 1991, 
1992).

Statement Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Agree

The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 4% 13% 16% 43% 25%

A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 
caught.

8% 16% 13% 48% .16%

A successful fishing trip is one during which 
many fish are caught.

3% 23% 21% 38% 14%

I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 
smaller fish.

5% 28% 23% 27% 16%

When I go fishing, I’m just as happy if I don’t 
catch a fish.

14% 43% 19% 19% 6%

It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 11% 43% 15% 26% 5%

The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 
trip.

4% 27% 23% 32% 13%

I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch. 9% 35% 21% 25% 9%

I like to fish where there are several kinds of fish 
to catch.

1% 5% 14% 57% 24%

I want to keep all the fish I catch. 19% 47% 17% 12% 5%

I catch fish for sport and pleasure rather than for 
food.

7% 27% 28% 27% 10%

I am just as happy if I release the fish I catch. 8% 35% 26% 22% 8%

I usually give away the fish I catch. 20% 46% 23% 9% 1%

I like to fish where I know I have a chance to 
catch a “trophy fish”.

7% 28% 26% 24% 15%
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Table 2.5. Opinions o f surveyed spotted seatrout anglers regarding management alternatives (data 
from Kelso et al. 1991, 1992).

Regulation or Program Strongly
Oppose

Oppose Neutral Support Strongly
Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 
size limit).

2% 4% 5% 35% 54%

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 
size limit).

11% 23% 17% 26% 23%

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 
but keeping the fish above and below this range 
(slot limit).

11% 24% 30% 24% 11%

Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 
releasing the fish above and below this range 
(negative slot limit).

10% 22% 30% 27% 11%

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 
fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession 
limits).

4% 6% 8% 47% 36%

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted 
areas.

11% 18% 22% 34% 16%

Having certain fishing areas closed during part of 
the year (closed season).

10% 18% 18% 37% 17%

Prohibiting the use of certain types of sport 
fishing gear.

8% 15% 24% . 29% 24%

Prohibiting the use of certain types of bait 14% 28% 30% 20% 9%

Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 
in certain areas.

8% 20% 26% 33% 13%

Not being allowed to keep certain species of fish 
during certain times of the year.

8% 18% 23% 37% 15%

A voluntary catch and release program. 8% 14% 23% 37% 19%

A mandatory catch and release program. 18% 27% 23% 20% 12%

Stocking Florida largemouth bass in Louisiana. 2% 2% 19% 29% 49%

Stocking striped bass or hybrid striped bass in 
Louisiana.

3% 2% 22% 32% 41%

Stocking grass carp in Louisiana. 14% 11% 46% 16% 12%

Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 2% 2% 15% 34% 48%
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Table 2.6. Percentage of responses of spotted seatrout anglers regarding preferred management 
goals of size and catch limit regulations (data from Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish

Spotted Seatrout 6.8% 79.0% 14.2%

Red Drum 8.6% 65.1% 26.3%

Black Drum 13.1% 76.9% 10.0%

Flounder 12.0% 81.9% 6.0%
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT 
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is designed 
to gain compliance o f Fish and Wildlife 
regulations as enacted through legislative 
and commission mandates. For performance 
evaluation factors used to gauge overall 
compliance the division totals citations 
issued in a particular user group for a 
specific violation and compares that figure to 
the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of 
consistency when comparing numbers, 
citations are used throughout the evaluation. 
Citations are not necessarily cases that have 
been adjudicated through the court system, 
rather they represent the simple non- 
compliance as observed by Enforcement 
Agents through the initial issuance of that 
citation. All citation represented in this 
evaluation have been officially filed in the 
perspective court jurisdiction.

Findings

Recreational

Recreational Red Drum violations 
have decreased 34% from 1994/95 to 
present.

Recreational Spotted Seatrout 
violations have decreased 30% since 1994/95 
to present.

Commercial

There has been a 57% decrease in 
commercial fishery violations involving 
Spotted Seatrout and Red Drum since the 
implementation o f Act 1316.

These types o f  violations include: 
Selling Red Drum, Taking/Possessing Red 
Drum or Spotted Seatrout illegally, Failing to 
abide by the Spotted Seatrout Closure,
Taking Spotted Seatrout without permit and 
Taking Undersize Spotted Seatrout 
commercially.

The amount o f Spotted Seatrout 
seized has reduced by 65% over the past 3 
years however, since the development o f a 
Special Investigation Unit the Enforcement 
Division discovered in the years 95/96 over
40.000 pounds o f Spotted Seatrout went 
unreported by 14 commercial fishermen who 
falsified fishery reports. In the years 96/97 
the Enforcement Division discovered over
110.000 pounds o f Spotted Seatrout 
unreported by two wholesale/retail seafood 
dealers.

Red Drum seizures were also reduced 
by approximately 30% overall, however the 
amount of Red Drum reported imported into 
the state has increased. Several cases have 
been made using the importation reporting 
requirements to launder Louisiana caught 
Red Drum. These type cases are difficult to 
make and require many man hours. As much 
time as possible is dedicated in detecting 
these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating 
to Spotted Trout and Red Drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a 
general reduction o f overall on-water 
violations observed relating to Spotted 
Seatrout and Red Drum. The commercial 
figures may be partially biased by the overall 
reduction in participants allowed in the 
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.
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However, the Enforcement Division 
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork 
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where 
under-reporting o f Spotted Seatrout 
purchases and sales are misrepresented to 
circumvent the annual one million pound 
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located 
and seized in 96/97 than in any o f the last ten 
years. The seasonal fishing o f gill nets and 
night-time fishing prohibition has allowed 
Enforcement Agents to closely monitor the 
movement o f nets on Louisiana waters.

Overall participation o f fishers 
involved in recreational and commercial 
fisheries in contacting the Department to 
report violations regarding illegal fishing has 
increased and greatly assisted the Division in 
apprehending and deterring violators.
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August 19,

Honorable Randy Ewing 
Senate President 
P.O. Box 94183 
State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable Hunt Downer 
Speaker of the House 
P.O. Box 94062 
State Capitol
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9062

Honorable Craig Romero 
Chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Natural Resources 

State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Honorable John R. Smith 
Chairman of the House Committee 
on Natural Resources 

State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Gentlemen: , /) i
As_-£rr cgiuplxmoe— with HR 74, HCR 207 and SCR 148 of the 1997 

Regular Session of the Legislature enclosed are the annual reports 
on red drum and spotted seatrout. These reports were adopted by 
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its August 7, 
1997 Meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

JHJ:sch 
Enclosures

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, August 7, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Norman McCall ?
Glynn Carver
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Tom Gattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Chairman Babin called for a motion for approval of the July 8, 
1997 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Carver and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

A Declaration of Emergency on Non-Resident Fishing License 
Fees was presented by Mr.A#bn PueEett. *The emergency request was 
to maintain status quo on the? current non-resident basic and 
saltwater fishing licenses so tii Depaigptent can have time to order 
new licenses mandated by the legislature. Chairman Babin asked if 
everyoneAwas aware of what was going on? Then he stated the 
legislature changed the license fees, but some of the old licenses 
would have to be continued uinBil the new licenses are printed. 
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Declaration of 
Emergency. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Declaration of 
Emergency is made a part of the 
record.)

||i:: DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
and under the authority of R.S. 56:6(28), the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may 
purchase one of the following temporary recreational fishing 
licenses:



I r

(1) a three-day basic recreational sport fishing license for 
a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid for three 
consecutive days, including the day of issue.

(2) a two-day temporary combination basic fishing and 
saltwater fishing license at a fee of $23.

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 Legislature, 
effective August 15, 1997, the only valid nonresiderSF licenses 
available to the public for a period of two to three months will be 
the nonresident basic fishing license wi#h a fee of $31, and the 
nonresident saltwater fishing license with a fee' of $36. This Act 
repealed the seven-day nonresident basic fishing .license and tj|l 
seven-day nonresident saltwater fishing licenfp; it ...also...deleted 
the two-day combination basic and salt$|§t;er fjSE'ing licenses. This 
Act created a three-day saltwater fishing license with a fee of 
$20, and increased the established three^day nonresident basic 
fishing license from $10 to $20. It will take two to three months 
to have these licenses printed and distributed statewide.

Thus, until it is possible tojpdnt andmdistribute these new 
three-day nonresident licenses, there is a need,to have available 
nonresident trip fishing licenses.Failure to'^|Eve such licenses 
available will serve as a sphere inconvenience to the fishing 
public and will have dire e^Bnomiossimpacts on the state from the 
loss of revenue associated|Jwith nonresident recreational fishing 
activity. t Jr

Daniel Jkr Babin 
L rtairman

Declaration of Emergency for Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Frank]in, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes was presented 
by Mr. Hugh Bateman. He stated the proposed action would allow for 
either sex deer hunting in House District 20. The rule for the 
hunting regulations adopted at the July's Commission Meeting listed 
closure for these areas B:|Iause of pending legislation. After the 
July meeting, the ̂ Governor vetoed the legislation. Mr. Bateman 
requited the Declaration of Emergency be approved to change it
bacte|Fto what the.staff originally recommended in March. Mr.
Bateman stated the *staff was very pleased the Governor took the 
action. Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Bateman to address an issue 
on the opening' of squirrel and rabbit season along with 
muzzleloader J m  Areas 3 and X P  Chairman Babin felt this was not 
the appropriate time to bring this item up since it was a separate 
issue. Commissioner Cormier asked if the Commission could vote on 
vich iron separately? Mr. Don Puckett suggested Commissioner 
Cormier's item be taken up after discussing the either sex hunting. 
Then Mr. Puckett stated, since this was not a specific item on the 
agenda, a two-thirds vote would be needed to discuss and take 
action. Commissioner Cattle made a motion to accept the Resolution 
and Declaration of Emergency on either sex hunting as presented by
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Mr. Bateman. Commissioner McCall seconded the motion and it passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION J|:>
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION '

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERlls
August 7, 1997 Jk

.<&!•The following was adopted by the Louis&ana Wildlife and Fisherfds 
Commission at its regular Commission ipeting Jheld ;-in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997. f|§§|.. .||F

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate 
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in 
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin 
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

■WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission,,at its July meeting 
passed regulations that would have closed either sex 
hunting in those portions of the, parishes listed above 
in response to HBj|:316, and

WHEREAS, before this billrlEctua 11^ becaifl law, the Governor of the 
state made a decisiongEo vetgjFthe bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management 
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to 
properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, th it the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
\Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex 
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, 
Concordia and ̂ Franklin parishes designated as House 

^ Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

3
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and.Jpisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

Either sex Hunting
Either sex hunting in the following ajias shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type 
Allowed

(Archery, Muzzle 
loader, Modern 

Firearm)

Season Dates

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types!! "Urea 1-Nov. 22- 
23, 28-30 
Area 2-Oct. 25- 
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as |
Precincts 1-1, §
1-2,2-1,2-2,3- 1
1,3-2,A-l#A-?,5-
1,5-2,6-1, and 
8-1

Aljf Weapon; types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

Concordia That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 5-3 
and #-4

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30, Dec. 6-7, 
13-14

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting 
or eirner sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons 
was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either 
sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission 
closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response 
to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by
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Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management 
to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not 
sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and 
allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent 
information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting 
Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shoeing hours 
will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset 
on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J . 'Batiin
Chairman

Commissioner Cormier asked if ife coulld be recognized to 
present a Declaration of Emergency on the Muzzleloader Season, 
Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin asked if anyone objected to 
deviating from the agenda? Hearing no objection. Commissioner 
Cormier asked the Commission to change a hunting date that was 
ratified at July's Commission Meeting# He felt there was a danger 
to the public in opening the squirrel and rabbit seasons on the 
same date as the muzzleloader season. Secretary,Jenkins stated the 
proper thing before discussing^any further wasjlffo wave the rules 
and put it on the agenda with a' two-thirds voj^Tand then it could 
be discussed. Chairman Babi#'apologized stating he was uncertain 
of what to do since this ,,was ther first time this situation has 
occurred. Mr. Puckett exjgplned armotion,- and second was needed to 
take the item up; then Sf ̂ approved, their Comm i s s i on can discuss it 
and act on it. Commissioner CoWier majle a motion to deviate from 
the agenda to take uplllf new item. Commissioner Hanchey seconded 
the motion, and it passed with m o  opposition. Commissioner Cormier 
stated the muzzleloader season; in Areas 3 and 7 and squirrel and 
rabbit ss&easons would open on the same date. He then asked the 
Commission to consider voting for a Resolution that would push the 
opening 'date*:* qf the muzzleloader season back two days. 
Commissioner Gisclair asked Col. Vidrine when was the resolution 
put together and why did'Ip-not give a copy to the Commissioners at 
the Hunplhg Regull;at if-ns Committee Meeting? Col. Vidrine stated he 
met with Mr. Johpnie Tarver the day before and Mr. Tarver's staff 
prepared the Resolution. After the Committee Meeting, Col. Vidrine 
jfsafete-— arid made .-copies of the Resolution and gave them to 
Commissioner Hanchey. Commissioner Hanchey stated this was a very 
important issue. Col. Vidrine stated Areas 3 and 7 are heavily 
hunted areas and felt there may be a safety problem. Commissioner 
Gisclair stated he agreed with Commissioner Hanchey that it was a 
very important issue, but also noted nothing was said about a 
Resolution being prepared. Commissioner Cattle asked if 
muzzleloader season would go from Monday to Monday? Commissioner 
Hanchey stated the muzzleloader season should remain closed the 
first 2 days of squirrel season and then open on Monday. 
Commissioner Cattle asked if muzzleloader season was a one week 
season?
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Chairman Babin asked Mr. Bateman to clarify the season dates. 
But before doing that. Chairman Babin recognized Governor Foster 
and thanked him for attending the meeting. Mr. Bateman stated, if 
action was taken, it would create a five day muzzleloader season 
and it would not include the weekend. Commissioner Cattle stated 
the season would be a five day season instead of seven days. 
Chairman Babin stated, if action was taken, it would create a 5 day 
muzzleloader season. Mr. Bateman stated the season would&occur on 
private lands only and dees*' not involve any^ pubpEc lands. 
Commissioner Hanchey emphasized this action would involve only 
Areas 3 and 7. Chairman Babin asked for any public comments and 
none were heard. Commissioner Hanchey^made a motion to change. 
Areas 3 and 7 muzzleloader season and it was seconded 
Commissioner Cormier. The motion piised w^pf opposition frBm 
Commissioner Carver.

(The full text/of the Resolution and 
Declaration oi linergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION.
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND....FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENTvOFrWlBDLTFE AND IpSHERIES
August- 7, 1997 ..#

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Mating held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997. if

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

,5
WHEREAS,

the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes 
that opening weekend of the squirrel and rabbit season 
typically results in one of the largest turnouts of 
hunters during the Hunting season, and

.the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that 
opening a gun • sea son for deer simultaneously with the 
opening day of^#guirrel and rabbit season could result in 
a dangerousksituation for hunters, and

seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at the July Commission meeting established 
season dates that opened the statewide squirrel and 
rabbi# seasons and the muzzleloader seasons in Areas 3 
and 7 simultaneously, and

WHEREAS, :the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has 
always stressed the importance of safety and believes 
that it is in the best interest of all hunters to avoid 
the potential conflict that opening these seasons 
together may create, now
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached season dates for 
muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 by Declaration of 
Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to proir^gate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration Q:yEmergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman JatiUp H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La^Deparlflent of Wildli£e"&
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlifellnd Fisheries"
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions cl R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of theSDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

Muzzleloader Season for^Sreas 3 and 7

The muzzleloader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to 
read as follows:

Area 3 - October 6 - October 10
December 13 - December 19

Area 7 - October 6 - October 10 
January 19 - January 2 5

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to close the 
mujifteloader seasonaln these two areas to avoid conflict with the 
o||§Iing day of jgiie statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The 
Commission bel^ives that allowing the muzzleloader season and the 
statewide squjlirel and rabbit seasons to open simultaneously could 
result in.^lfcngerous situation for hunters going afield on the 
opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 Hunting Seasons 
were formally adopted at the July Commission Meeting and the 
hunting pamphlet is currently being printed. As a result, there is 
insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal 
Administrative Procedure Act procedures.
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The aforementioned season dates will become effective on 
October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin 
Chairman

The Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997-98 Hunting Season 
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules &J|Teal was 
handled by Mr. Mike Olinde. The action would ratify ̂ E e  seasons 
presented at the previous Commission Meeting. One change that has 
occurred since then was moving the third s||lit for the dove season 
to December 13 /to? January 11. Chairman Babin .rikcd Mr. Olinde to 
read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolutig^l' 
Commissioner McCall made a motion to #gcept t&p Resolution and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey j||l The jpEion passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part oiFth< record.}

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT## WILDLIFE AND#iSHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopte^py the#|Louisi^ijna Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular CommiMsion meeting in Baton Rougef LA 
August 7, 1997. Jl!lr  .£** 4 F

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early 
migratory bird season regulations that include dove, 
snipe, rail, gal1inufe, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, .the results of this, meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
^  season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for early migratory bird seasons. jJ*-

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James A  Jenkins ,#r., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries '*?'

DECLARATION OF ErlifeGENCY:;î

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency ;| p r ovisions»of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Acty^and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission HS-reby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early.:|migratory birds during the 1997- 
98 hunting season shall be as folpEows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER JjpAN WATERFOWL

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days
September 6 - September 14 
October 18 - November 17 'wwwv 
December 13 - January n  
Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24

TEAL:
September 20 - September 28
Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green- 

wingeB and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps 
required.

RAILS: Split SeiiSon
September ,::Sb - September 2 8 
Novembe^iF:" - January 7
KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate.

Possession 30.
SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.

GALLINULES: Split season
September 20 - September 28 
November 8 - January 7

9



Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

SNIPE; November 8 - February 22
Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16

WOODCOCK: December 18 - January 31
Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6

SHOOTING HOURS:
Teal. Rail. Gallinulef Snipe and Woodcock: One-half hour

before sunrise to sunset.
Dove; One-half hour before sunrise,-,to sunset except noon t;g.

sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19,§IJEnd December 13-14.
..

A Declaration of Emergency is necM&sary Jpcause the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 
and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service immediately^

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through
sunset on February 28, 1998.

Jf Daniel J . Babin 
ChiErman

Declaration of Emergency to Set Pheasant Hunting Season Dates
was also handled bv Mrv Mike Olinde. These dates were presented 
along with the Notice of Intent at the March meeting, but wa&O-eft 
out when the hunting season dates were ratified, stated Mr. Olinde. 
The recommended season dates 'for pheasant would be November 27 
through January 31 with a bag limit of two males only and 
possession limit of four males. Commissioner Cormier made a motion 
to accept the Resolution* Commissioner Cattle seconded the motion 
and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.
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WHEREAS'; it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the 
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide fAr th& protection and 
conservation of these natura###&sources and allow for 
recreational opportunities fjp-'sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staffjjfave jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant 
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take atgy and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these j$|:asons.i:ias: a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation gif reports and correspondence to 
other agencies c# govelMment.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman Jiames H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

J f i i  accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
of Jpe Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 
56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
and the Wildlijife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 
following emergihcy rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

pate Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours
Nov. 27- 2 males only 4 males only h hour before
Jan. 31 sunrise to h

hour after sunset

Area Description
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Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of 
Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique 
Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary 
of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River, 
east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of 
Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA 
108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and 
south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting 
of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begin in 
November^ 19 9 7 and there is not sufficient time to meet the. 
requirements of the Administrative PrqiiBure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset 
on February 1, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Robert Helm presented the next item, Announce Tentative 
1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for Ducks, Coots Geese. A video 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on dliiick production was 
shown at this point in thq,||Eeeting. Mr. Helm stated the fall 
flight index has been reviseff downgpfrd to 92 million birds from 94 
million as stated in the video. The video did not go into geese 
production, but Mr. Helm:stated*the sngp geese are doing too well 
with a good productioillfear; white Rented geese production was 
expected to be down a bit; and specklebellies will be plentiful in 
Louisiana^ again this year. Mr. Helm met with the Mississippi 
Flyway Council to develop hunting season recommendations to present 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Service has accepted 
the Council's recommendations which consists of a 60 day duck 
season with a 6 bird daily bag limit^^The daily bag limit will 
have several changes w W # h  includeeKgoing from 1 pintail to 3 
pintails, and from 1 mailed hen to 2 mallard hens. Mr. Helm felt 
these w#re thVjfcjood timeg/^ith this being one of the most liberal 
seasQip" sinch^the 1957-58 season. The dates for the west zone 
would be November 8 through November 30 and reopen on December 13 
through January ip.^January 18 is the latest date the season can 
go as far as Fejpral regulations go, stated Mr. Helm. The east 
zone and Catahqjlpfa Lake opening dates would be November 15 through 
December 14 afllf reopen on December 20 and go through January 18. 
A Youth Waterfowl Day would be held on January 24. Chairman Babin 
asked Mr, Helm to explain why January 18 was the latest date for 
the duck season and who makes these regulations. Mr. Helm 
explained the Federal Government provides guidelines for the states 
to follow and this year's framework was to open the season no 
earlier than October 1 and close it no later than the Saturday 
closest to January 20. A recommendation was made to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to extend the framework to January 31, but it
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was not accepted by the Service. Chairman Babin stated if the duck 
populations continue as they have, the January 31 deadline could be 
something that could be requested every year. Going on with the 
regulations, Mr. Helm stated the daily limits would be six birds 
and may include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which 
may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3 
pintail, 1 canvasback and 2 redheads. Mergansers bag limit is 5. 
Geese will have a statewide season with season dates of November 8 
through February 22 for snows and a daily bag li%it oglto. White 
front or specklebellies season would run from November 8 through 
November 30 and reopen on December 13 through January 28 and have 
a daily bag limit of two. A special Canada Goose Season would b;et, 
held from January 20 through January 28Jp-lbhairman; Babin opened y|l' 
meeting for public comments. Jjf x . T

An unidentified speaker asked what' .reason did the Federal 
Government give for not extending the season or for not going along 
with the recommendations? Mr. Helm stated the Federal Government 
was concerned with the unknown factors.^of what would happen if the 
season was extended. Then the speaker asked what percent of the 
ducks do hunters harvest? Mr. He Irn^an s we red 10 'to 12 percent. 
Chairman Babin hoped to see the extension in the near future as 
long as duck populations continued to inclpase. Mr. Helm 
appreciated seeing the number people attending the meeting even 
if they may have other concefhs.

0
Mr. Richard Sterlin^F, Grg|B Chenier, asked why southwest 

Louisiana had different dates,^-from the other zones since the 
biggest problem affecting due®" was ̂ gSn pressure. He asked to 
consider opening the. welt zone around the same time as the northern 
areas open. Mr. Helm stated the marshes provide the early habitat 
in early November when the agricultural fields and backwater 
flooding is not apparent. He then stated there was not much 
habitat for the ducks to go to north of Eunice in early November.

Commissioner Gisclair requested Mr. Helm explain a waterfowl 
survey that .vuu 1 d bo nailed to hunters. Mr. Helm stated the staff 
was intebrested in hunters opinions and concerns and a survey would 
be s.§t|i€ to 12,000 duck hunters throughout the State requesting 
thei#- input. Chairman Babin stated the Department and Commission 
nedli as much pulilic^ input as possible and requested the surveys be 
completed and rdfurned.

An unidentified speaker asked that the season dates be read 
again. . Chairman Babin read the dates for the East Zone, West Zone 
and Catahoula Lake. Hearing no further comments, Commissioner 
McCall made a motion to accept the season recommendations and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no 
opposition.
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Chairman Babin asked if there were any Public Comments on the 
1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season Proposals. There were no public 
comments heard.

The next item. Rule Ratification for Black Bass Regulations, 
Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex was handled by Mr. 
Bennie Fontenot. The rule would make permanent the 14 inch minimum 
size on black bass in the Atchafalaya River Basin, Lakgp-Palourde 
and Lake Verret Complex. A Notice of Intent w&s paj§fed at the 
April Commission Meeting. Mr. Fontenot advised the Commission that 
if no action was taken, the rule in place ̂ guld sunset- on September 
30, 1997 and there would be no size restriction on »bass in thajk
area. Mr. Fontenot reminded the CommiipEon of several highligt||§i 
given during an in-depth presentation all the April Meeting. Thile 
included: the staffs recommendation##: o continue the 14 inch
minimum; data showed bass 14 inches or greater taken after the 
Hurricane has doubled in numbers; and the results of aTopinion 
survey of 2,666 anglers in which fishermen want a size limit 
regulation in the Basin. The Commission directed Mr. Fontenot to 
contact the Department of Health arilf Hospitals about a mercury 
concern in the Basin area. Representatives from the Office of 
Public Health, Dr. Margaret Metcalf and Dr. Bill ...Hartley, were in 
attendance and ready to make a statement as wipEi as answer any 
questions.

Dr. Margaret Metcalf began staping all of the fish advisories 
were listed in the fishing regulations ̂ pamphlet, and a telephone 
number that could provide a n ilEpd a t e M b n the advisories. The 
Department of Envirojifphtal Qual it^lf does the sampling, then 
provides the data to Departmentof Health and Hospitals and then 

w . recommendations are made as to issuing an advisory, additional 
amp re's ̂tiaten or which fish needed' further sampling. Dr. Metcalf 

stated that fish sampled from ffie Henderson area would be from all 
sizes, but the data for advisories would come from those fish that 
are legal to..catch. Commissioner Gisclair asked, when samples are 
taken, would an average be used as the data base? Then he asked if 
the data for just legal size fish could raise the level higher than 
what w^^'iecorded-'-in the average? Dr. Bill Hartley stated, from 
sampidp taken in Henderson Lake, very few composites were below the 
14 inch minimum. They ran samples again with fish within the legal 
range, and it did -not change the current advisory, stated Dr. 
Hartley. Commissioner Gisclair asked what was the advisory for 
Henderson Lake?!!' Dr. Hartley answered, no more than one meal per 
month of largemouth bass, crappie or freshwater drum for pregnant 
women and children under the age of 7. Commissioner Carver asked 
how many people have developed deformities from eating more than 
one meal per month and where was the mercury coming from? Dr. 
Hartley stated the mercury was coming,from aerial deposition from 
power industries or other sources .^^Commissioner Carver asked if 
there were any waterways that deedsnot have mercury contamination 
and was it a naturally occurring thing that was in all of the 
waterways? Dr. Hartley stated .5 ppm is the action level at which
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meals are restricted to those with developing nervous systems. 
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any examples throughout the 
United States that shows eating fish with mercury has caused 
medical problems? Dr. Hartley stated he did not know of any mass 
poisoning from eating fish here in the United States. Commissioner 
Carver stated he was not interested in mass poisoning, he wanted to 
know if there were any examples that caused abnormalities or loss 
of pregnancies? Dr. Hartley stated there have been Adividual 
cases reported. Then he stated a major source ofimercLpy was from 
fish and also tuna fish. Commissioner Carver asked if someone ate 
14 inch fish from the Basin on a weekly bSsis, would they develop 
abnormalities? Dr. Hartley stated he would probably have to answer 
no. Commissioner Cattle stated he read a case study on how mercury 
with readings of 10 ppm affected humams. Tlyf he asked why was 
there such a large margin of disparity and Mire there any samples 
that have levels higher than 3 ppm? Commissioner McCall asked if 
mercury found in tuna fish was taken from the Gulf or worldwide?
Dr. Hartley stated the tuna fish came from worldwide samples. 
Commissioner Carver asked if the mercury levels being discussed 
could have been around for 10,000 yeiFs and that these levels did 
not form a straight line curve, it could go up or&down depending 
upon atmospheric and water conditions. Then % ©  stated that when 
fish samples are conducted, someone should be llpking at the food 
eaten by the fish. Also, Ccjlmissioner Carver felt the mercury 
situation was being used toj|Estifyrremoving the 14 inch limit.

Mr. Warren Sheets ask#@' Dr. hartley Slow many humans have been 
tested for mercury in Louisiana? Dr. Hartley stated, with 
additional money being allocated, testing of humans for mercury 
could be provided to the citizens of Louisiana soon.

Mr* Dan Brabham asked if the advisories issued were from fish 
within the legal limits? Then he asked if the smaller fish, less 
than 14 inches, would be safer to eat? Dr. Hartley stated 
generally the longer a fish is around, the better the chances are J
mercury will be in them. But, he stated there is data that  ̂shows_»
some bass under 14 inches from Henderson Lake ‘as much
mercury;as fish over 14 inches. The advisories are based on the 
fish^nere and size range of fish eaten by people. Commissioner 
Carypt asked if people ate fish over 14 inches, it should not hurt 
them? Dr. Hartley agreed. Commissioner Cattle asked if the 
mgreury in the fish now was at a harmful stage? Dr. Hartley stated 
no. ,|F

Then Commissioner Carver thanked Dr. Hartley and Dr. Metcalf 
for coming to the meeting and answering their questions. Chairman 
Babin then called for public comments.

Ms. Maura Wood, Sierra Club-Louisiana Office, began by handing 
out graphs and reminding them of a letter sent on the mercury issue 
in part of the Atchafalaya Basin. The graphs handed out were from 
a report from the Arkansas Mercury Task Force which related fish
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length to mercury contamination in ppm and a chart on mercury from 
largemouth bass caught in the Pearl River. Ms. Wood stated from 
the graphs, the trend is for larger fish to have higher mercury 
concentrations. The Sierra Club asked the Commission to consider 
health implications when setting a minimum size limit on fish. Ms. 
Wood stated an advisory was issued for Lake Vernon suggesting that 
smaller fish be consumed rather than the larger fish.

Mr. Warren Sheets stated he had copies of the sa^gEe results 
and noted he would not eat bass from the Basin. He t&it a lot of 
the information put out by the advisor.##s was a fallacy. Mr. 
Sheets felt the Basin was a vast area of^Sipireational fishermen and 
until people are tested for mercury contamination, he requested tgfl 
minimum length be taken off.

Mr. Bob Newman stated he was surprised the mercury issue was 
raised because this changes the whole philosophy of the management 
plan. Composites for the samples taken were of both small and 
large fish, stated Mr. Newman. He observed one fish weighing 2.14 
pounds from Flat Lake with a reading W f  .206 ppm and another fish 
from Grand Lake weighing 3 pounds 4..,>ounces with a reading of .210 
ppm which are all well below the .5 ppm used by the agencies to 
issue advisories. Mr. Newman stated there was not a problem with 
mercury in the Spillway. HeJpilieved the 14 jjlhch minimum was an 
integral part of a black hils management program and would not 
judge that part based on the mercury data from the Spillway. 
Commissioner Gisclair stated thisiFas notma management plan, it was 
a restocking effort after Hurriipne Andrew to replenish the fish. 
He then felt the basg||§Ere ajflfthe Revels they were before the 
Hurricane. Commission#^ Carver felt the Commission was “stomping 
something, in the head that has not even raised its head yet" and 
the mercury issue has little to do with management of the bass in 
the Basin. Commissioner:, Gisclair stated he needed to know if the 
Department or Commission wanted to manage for quality bass or do 
yejfcsyrant to manage a resource. Commissioner Carver stated the 14 
inch minimum would extend the life of the fishery and would produce 
a quality bass. The implementation of the 14 inch minimum and 
creel Jglmit, which is a management plan, gave the Department an 
opportunity to do something that no other state has ever done. 
Chairman Babin stated the 14 inch minimum was put into place for a 
particular reason*and now it has served its purpose.

Mr. Gary cilark, Louisiana Bass Federation, asked Dr. Hartley 
if there was a - public health problem if the 14 inch minimum was 
implemented in the Basin area? Dr. Hartley answered no. 
Commissioner Cormier stated he did not want to see the size 
restrictions taken off the bass, but he did not want to forget the 
recreational fisherman that wanted to catch maybe a 12 inch bass. 
Dr. Hartley stated, as a general trend, smaller fish would have 
less mercury but the advisories are based on fish in the edible 
size range. Commissioner Cormier asked to hear public comments 
from the recreational fishermen.
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Mr. Stan Blouin, yawner of bait shops, stated the tournament 
fishermen comprises only a small percentage of their business and 
95 percent are recreational fishermen. He stated the boat landings 
in the Basin are crowded now with recreational fisherman because 
the fishing is the7 best it has ever been. Mr. Blouin felt the 14 
inch minimum was g management for quantity as well as quality. The 
removal of the 14 inch minimum within two years time would bring 
the resource back to the mediocre level. %

Mr. Wayne Allemond, Association of Louisiana Bass Clubs, 
stated all of his members are in favor ofj|he 14 inch minimum. He 
then let it be known that the members.### the Association are j,. 
special interest group because they put back the resource. JJ|fi 
Allemond felt there must be a plan tojlbntinuejlEhe resource. f

Mr. Will Courtney, a recreational fisherman that fishes 
tournaments, stated he caught 40 bass over 74 inches long recently 
and that they would be eaten. The biological reason for the 14 
inch minimum was that fish will have spawned twice before it can be 
brought home. He then stated they #ould like to see the Basin 
managed for numbers of good fish. .Commissioner Cormier stated he 
was not against a management plan. Then he asked if Mr. Courtney 
was against a slot limit? Mr. courtney-vStated Ilpiot limit was to 
produce larger fish and that it was a management tool. He then 
stated there was a need to Jllep replenishingrthe resource and he 
did not have a problem wit^ffthe sjlbt oxccpr it would not work in 
the Basin.

Mr. Bob Holliday, E recreation^# fisherman for 40 years, 
stated he would like to see the.14 inch minimum reduced so there 
could be a recreational program for the children. He then stated 
he h.is nrvn henn suiveyoi at the landings, and felt only 
tournament fishermen were surveyed.

Mr. Michael Efferson stated he has fished the Basin 
extensively for the past year and a half and has never caught 40 
fish. Out of the last 100 to 200 fish he has caught, Mr. Efferson 
said onSy three or four may have been over 14 inches. An average 
sizeJ^Ess for the Basin was 13 h inches. Mr. Efferson concluded 
askjjpg that the 14 inch minimum be removed so the children and 
recreational fishEnrEn could have the option of bringing a few fishhill. IF

Mr. ErnieSEammon stated, what is being forgotten was the staff 
was recommending the 14 inch minimum remain. This program has been 
proven and he sees no reason for degrading the success of the 
program if the 14 inch is removed. Mr. Gammon then urged the 
Commission to follow the Department's recommendations.

Mr. Dan Brabham stated with the mercury advisories there are 
unknown factors that could not be determined. He asked what would 
be the down s#&e of removing the 14 inch minimum? He stated the

5)V^
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mercury situation should be considered and possibly studied longer. 
Mr. Brabham stated the 14 inch minimum/was suppose to have been a 
temporary measure, but it was being/requested to be a permanent 
regulation. Mr. Brabham then explained about the surveys taken and 
how unscientific they were. As far as the mercury problem, there 
are three things that diminishes- this problem. These include: 
people tend to eat smaller fish, they catch smaller fish, and there 
are no regulations in most areas of the State that say j$^ople can 
not eat the small fish. Mr. Brabham offered to gay fow a poll if 
the results showed the majority of the fishermen did not want the 
14 inch minimum in the Basin, but the Degkrtment would pay if the 
results were in favor of the 14 inch. Chairman Babin stated the 
State could not accept such an offer.

Mr. Terry Melancon, Louisiana Wil.aHife Fed oration,:. „ ,s t a t ed h i s 
organization supported the 14 inch minimum after Hurricane Andrew.
The stock has recovered, so the Federation feJt the 14 incfrminimum 
was no longer necessary to replenish the bass in the Basin. The 
Federation does recommend a slot limit which is a proven management 
tool. Mr. Melancon stated he does rSt hold much validity in the 
survey taken. He also felt the Commission should consider the 
mercury contamination issue and the fact spotted bass do not grow 
as large as largemouth bass when making their d%#ision. s<Z>A/

Chairman Babin reminded!”everyone the Department has made a 
recommendation to maintainjphe 14 inch minimum and the^potfmiission 
could either go along with it or they could not vote it and it 
would sunset on September 30. »,He thenrasked the pleasure of the 
Commission. Commissioner Gisclai&f stated everybody made 
concessions with the implementation of the 14 inch minimum and then 
two years, ago, it was requested to leave the 14 inch on and that 
would be all. The problems®he felt was the Commission had no 
options such as a slot limit dr bag limit or such as this. Then 
with the surveys, Commissioner Gisclair stated the people that 
contacted him constituted a survey and they wanted the 14 inch off. 
He encouraged looking at other options because he was in favor of 
having some sort of regulation, but was not in favor of keeping the 
14 inch#minimum on. Commissioner Cattle asked if the regulation 
would be in place for only one year? Mr. Fontenot stated this 
would be a permanent rule unless the Commission requested it be 
broJIlfht up againmand acted upon. Commissioner Gisclair asked if 
anil!new action tlScen would have to go through the normal process? 
Mr, Fontenot stated yes. Commissioner Cormier made a motion to 
accept the 14 inch minimum, but asked that Mr. Fontenot prepare 
other options•that could be considered for the Basin. Chairman 
Babin reiterated the motion that the Commission accept the 
recommendation by the staff of the 14 inch minimum, but to look at 
further options starting at the next meeting. Commissioner Hanchey 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with opposition from 
Chairman Babin and Commissioner Gisclair. Mr. Fontenot asked again 
about the motion so he could be sure he understood it. Chairman 
Babin stated they did not want to discuss any feasibilities, they



[ 'wanted the staff to come up with other options. / Action was taken 
so the rule would not sunset and then there would/be no regulation. 
Commissioner Gisclair told Mr. Fontenot to cornel with a management 
option, whether it is a slot limit, a 12 inch minimum with no 
limit, or a limit with no minimum length. Chairman Babin stated it 
needed to be a management tool. Mr. Fontenot stated the 14 inch 
was working now.

(The full text of the RuleFis made a 
part of the record,)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries''
Wildlife and Fisheries CommiJilon

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
the following rule.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part VII. Fish and other Aquatic Life
0

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing
§165. Black Bass Regulations - AtcSafalaya River Basin-Lake 
Verret-Palourde Complex

The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass (Micropterus 
spp.) is 10.fish and the minimum total length limit is 14 inches in 
the area south of U.S. l^o^from the West Atchafalaya Basin 
Protection Levee to the intersection of LA 1 and U.S. 190 due north 
of Port Allen, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee 
from U.S. 190 to U.S. 90, north of U.S. 90 from the West 
Atchafalaya Basin Protect ion Levee to LA 20, north and west of LA 
20 from'U.S. 90 to LA 1 in Thibodaux, south and west of LA 1 from 
LA 20 to U.S. 190:.

AUTHORITY S o tI : Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 3 2#C) , 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, WLSElife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:361 (March 
1993), amended LR 21:960 (September 1995), LR 23: (August 1997).

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

Mr. Bennie Fontenot also handled the Rule Ratification on the 
Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement. The Sabine River 
Authority passed a resolution asking Texas and Louisiana to come up

f

amends
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with uniform recreational fishing regulations for Toledo Bend. 
This was to simplify the regulations for the fisherman and 
enforcement. The two states met with both sides giving and taking 
in the compromise. The species of fish affected are the black 
bass, crappie and white bass. The black bass regulation would 
remain as 8 bass per day with a 14 inch minimum except spotted bass 
would have a 12 inch minimum. The white bass regulation would have 
a creel limit of 25 per day. The crappie regulation, white caused 
considerable controversy, would be a 50 creel with a 10 inch 
minimum. The minimum size regulation for crappie would be taken 
off during the winter months, December through February. 
Commissioner Carver stated he lives onlppledo Bend and was very, 
familiar with the regulations and this ||ps an effort to conform ,J§§ 
Texas. He then stated he wanted to eliminate subsection C in the 
proposed rule and insert “The daily cj§|el i W K  for crappie is 25 
fish with no minimum total length". Mr* Fontenot stated Texas has 
already passed the 50 fish creel limit and 10 inch minimum. He 
then recommended leaving the creel at 50 to correspond with Texas 
and take the minimum size off. Commissioner Sisclair asked if the 
change was considered a substantive change? Mr. Don Puckett stated 
the proposed rule could be amended ..,:,,.,:,.,There should be a motion to 
amend, followed by a second and then if that was approved, there 
would be a vote on the amended rule. Commissioner Carver stated 
his intention was to eliminaj|p§|: subsection C aifd in its place add 
“The daily creel limit forJirappie' is 50 fish with no minimum 
limit”. Mr. Fontenot stated that was \ 1 ready law, you just take 
subsection C out completely, majfl subsection D subsection C and 
make subsection E subsection j|f Commissioner Gisclair made a 
motion to eliminate sullIEction s@, subsection D would become C and 
subsection E would beiEme D,Commissioner Carver seconded the 
motion and it passed* with no opposition. Chairman Babin then asked 
for a motion to approve the entire proposed rule. Commissioner 
Cormier made a motion to adopt the proposed rule and it was 
seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. This motion also passed with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule 
modifying regulations for Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
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Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 
§110. Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement

A. The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass 
(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish, in aggregate. The minimum 
total length limit for largemouth bass CM . salmoides  ̂ isjjM inches 
and the minimum total length limit for sggtted bass (M. 
punctulatus) is 12 inches. For enforcement purposes, a spotted 
bass shall be defined as a black bass wifeli, a tootn. patch.

B. The daily creel limit for white-bass f̂ arpne chrysops) .JI 
25 fish and there is no minimum totalJjjength Jgpmit.

C. For all species of fish, the possession limit for 
recreational anglers, while on the water, shall be a one day's 
creel limit.

D. This rule will become effective September 1, 1997.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), 325(C), 326.3, 673,

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:548 (August 
1988), amended LR 17:278 (M@#ch 19gK) , L W 1 7 t 1123 (November 1991), 
LR 19:790 (June 1993), LR 2*3: (Mgust 1997) .

Daniel J|r Babin 
Chairman

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout was presented bv Mr/ H Blanchet. The reports, in 
draft farm, are the result of some resolutions passed during the 
recent session of the Legislature. The reports need to be 
submitted by September 1 and contained the most broad ranged 
information requested, iptaff members from the Marine Fisheries 
Division, Socioeconomic Research & Development Section and the 
Enfotqement Division were involved in preparing the reports. A few 
editorial changes, such as word clarifications, were made, but the 
substance of the .report has not changed. Chairman Babin asked 
ib'nt the chart on page 18 of the red drum report. Mr. Blanchet

1 one of tpe things required by the legislature was a set of 
allocation sceilrios and then he explained these scenarios with the 
three escapement rates included in the chart. Chairman Babin 
iL,k2d, with a bag limit of 5 recreationally and with an escapement 
rate of 50 percent, /EhcreP^is/enough fish to catch 1.4 million 
pounds of fish commercially? J4r. Blanchet stated that was correct. 
Then Chairman Babin asked where was the catch from charter fishing 
included and how was it compiled. Mr. Blanchet explained the 
methods of calculating each mode of fishing for the recreational 
fisherman. Chairman Babin stated charter fishing was a big
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industry in Louisiana and there was no way to find out how much 
fish they catch. He felt there was a need for/better recording 
system on who is catching the fish in the State. The numbers 
presented showed Chairman Babin that there was plenty of red drum. 
Mr. Blanchet explained that the figures are estimates and not what 
was expected in any given year. Then he stated charter fishing has 
some unique problems in getting accurate data, but efforts are 
underway to try to improve this problem. Chairman BabirUBtated if 
you get away from estimates you could maybe get'precise figures. 
A simple recording device returned to the Department at the end of 
each trip would produce an accurate catch4.in numbers of pounds or 
numbers of fish in a given year. Mr. Blanchet stated there was a 
proposed legislative bill that would authorize the Department j|i> 
collect that information by requiring?' the chartr rboat captains 
provide the data and it did not pass. Commissjttner Cattle asked if 
the numbers on page 16, Louisiana's Harvest of Red Drum, was a 
fairly accurate figure? Mr. Blanchet stated yes. The^;Sf990 and 
1993 year class were extraordinarily abundant and that was the 
reason for an increase in harvest over the last few years. The 
1996 seine samples indicated a relatively weak year class and this 
may result in a decrease in harvests.. Chairman Babin stated, in 
1986 there was a total harvest of 10 million pounds split between 
the commercial fishermen and the recreational fishermen, but in 
1995, there was a total harvest from recreational fishermen only of 
10 million pounds. Mr. Blanket explained that there waslnore fish 
in the waters. Commissioner McCaJpf asked Mr. Blanchet if he knew 
the number of charterboaty||§feratq:gfif in Louisiana and was the figure 
Gtff 2 o6y those that carried 6 passengers or more? Then he commented 
there was really no way to know hoy many people are charter 
fishing. Chairman Babin stated you could find out from license 
sales. Mr. Blanchet, stated the Department was trying to improve on 
the estimate of effort on the charterboats and just how many people 
are getting on the boats. Commissioner McCall stated he did not 
think it would be too hard to do if you have a form for them to 
fill out indicating what days they go out, how many people they 
take and their catch. Mr* Blanchet stated beginning in September, 
a pilots study would be' instituted which would randomly select 
charterSBat operators and ask them what their estimate of effort 
was tpi? the prior week. Commissioner Gisclair asked why not do a 
voluntary program and see what type of participation you get. Mr. 
John Roussel sugJps'Sed the staff give a 5 minute presentation on 
their plans to address this problem at the next meeting. He then 
stated charterboat catches has been identified as a potential 
problem in the current estimates.

Hearing no further questions on the reports^ Mr. Blanchet 
asked for a motion to make some editorial changes and forward them 
on to the Legislature. Commissioner Cattle made a motion to submit 
the reports to the Legislature. Commissioner Cormier seconded the 
motion and it passed with no opposition.
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A Declaration of Emergency to Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season was
handled by Mr. Brandt Savoie. He began asking the Commission to 
adopt a Resolution and Declaration of Emergency for the shrimp 
season. Weather conditions are fairly stable, shrimp are growing 
at a steady rate and there are no environmental conditions to 
consider when setting the fall season. The numbers of shrimp taken 
in samples thus far are normal for this time of year, stated Mr. 
Savoie. The staff recommended opening the shrimp season on the 
third Monday in August, August 18 and close the season^iri1 December 
14. Also, it was requested to leave Breton and Chand#leur Sounds 
open until April l, 1998 to catch any p ^ k  shrimp that may be in 
those areas. The Enforcement Division doei not h*vo any problems, 
with the extension. Commissioner GisgSair asked if September Jp) 
would be too late? Chairman Babin stated, witWthe new legislation 
that formed a shrimp panel, different||pptio^pF could be looked at 
that would allow for setting an opening date, then closing and' then 
re-opening the season depending on the size' of the shrimp^and the 
catch. Mr. Savoie stated the Shrimp Panel may hold their first 
meeting in September and they are 'going' to try to have 
recommendations for the 1999 Legislative Session. Chairman Babin 
stated the economics need to be consider,' ] -just as well as the 
biology in the future. Mr. Savoie read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution. CommissiSpIr McCall made a 
motion to adopt the Resolutiommnd it was Seconded by Commissioner 
Hanchey. The motion passedj^ith no.opposition.

(The fulljpext of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
^part of^phe record.)

RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS*, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. %P:4%7 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count, 
and
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WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497*, to open 
statewide at official sunrise August 18, 199#%

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby set the closing date for* the 1V37 Fall Inshore. 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 19|§i 
except in Breton and Chandeteur SqipiSs in .Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A»(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also 
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change^the closing date if 
biological and technical data indleate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems^lieve 1 op.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is ati-arhedlpo and made a part 
of this resolution.

In accordance with the^emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 
the Wiipiife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 
to shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 
seasons each yearillfdE all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission doesjfereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 
open as follows:•

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 
Island, and

Daniel J. Babin, Chairmagy 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr. , Secretary 
La.^Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries

DECLARATION ,OF EMERGENCY
Department of wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife sand Fisheries Commission
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Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise August 18, 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday, De.jppmber 14, 
1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone. 1, a#^described 
in R.S. 56:495.1 A . (2), which shall remain open' until 6:00 a.m., 
April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the, 
closing date if biological and technica|||Eata indicate the need t*E 
do so or if enforcement problems devejjffp.

Daniel Babin 
Chairman

Mr. Ron Dugas presented the Declaration of Emergency to Set 
Oyster Season. The public oyster grSEnds in Louisiana have been 
inventoried and Mr. Dugas felt thers^would be a good supply. The 
staff was recommending to open the oyster season on September 3 as 
prescribed by law. The Plaquemine OysterJIJ^ssociation, the
Terrebonne Oyster Association- and the Oystelf Task Force have 
expressed their support for bfli September 3 opening. The Bay Junop 
Oyster Seed Reservation wilIfPremaij|fclosed whereas Sister Lake will 
open this year. The Calcasieu LiEe will open on October 16 which 
will give the fishermen the maximum window available to harvest the 
resource. Mr. Dugas then- readi§Ee Therefore Be It Resolved portion 
of the Resolution. Commissioner McCal# made a motion to accept the 
Resolution, it was seconded by Commissioner Gisclair and passed 
with no opposition. Chairman Babin stated the oyster lease
moratorium was scheduled to Be lifted in January 1998. The 
Department planned to present to the Commission the process to be 
used to lift the moratorium'st the September Commission Meeting.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1997S98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which 
in 1997 is September 3, and
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WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardens, Hackberrg, 
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Resovv-itions will opefi 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation 
will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Rjirtuna and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. J^q^Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking 
only area will open one-hal f hour <$l|ifore sunrise on 
September 3, 1997, .and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and ESgleries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to?close ifreas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring# or to%: delay^lEhe season or close areas 
where significant spat catch has occurred with good 

A, probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, arJ

BE IT:>%URTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tanging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour 
after jpanset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department 
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hej#by given 
that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife g&id F|#fteries and 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby dedlare;' '

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently'under lease^ 
Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Haekberry Bay, and the Sister 
Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will iipen ongrhalf hour before 
sunrise September 3, 1997. F"

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed 
for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east. of .the Mississippi 
River will open one-half hour before...^sunrise on September 3, 1997. 
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 
Fortune and Lake Machias to a lipe from Mozambique Point to Point 
Gardner to Grace Point at the^Mississippi Rive# Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of |pe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
is authorized to take emeggphcy action it necessary, to close areas 
if oyster mortalities are occurring, tpr to delay the season or 
close areas where significant xSpat c&itch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, orj where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in- seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 
reopen areas previously ̂ closed if the threat to the resource 
subsid'

6. The Calcasieu i§Ed Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 
one-half hour beforemsunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open 
untiL,,one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. NoticeMOfany opening, delaying or closing of a season 
will be made byjfpublic notice at least 72 hours prior to such 
action.

Daniel J . Babin 
Chairman

A Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season began with Mr. Brandt 
Savoie stating the National Marine Fisheries landing data would not 
be available until the end of the month. So, the report today 
would be from information gathered from the staff, what was seen at 
the docks and what was going on in the field. Zone 1 shrimp season
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had a slow start with very few shrimp landed the first week. 
Catches began to improve as the season progressed, but sizes 
remained small throughout the season. The largest size harvested 
was in the 40-50 count range. Dealers in Zone 1 had mixed reports 
on landings which could have resulted from concentrations of shrimp 
occurring in the southern portion of the Zone. Prices to the 
fishermen were high with the opening day price for 80-100 count of 
85 cents a pound and the ending price was $1.00 per pou$|t.

>/

Dealer reports in Zone 2 were also mixed. Preliminary landing 
figures showed that catches may be 20 to 3 ^ percent lower than last 
year. Vermilion Bay area had poor production due.to the high rive^, 
stages in the Atchafalaya. The shrimp remained smell throughoifi 
the season with the majority being in tip 70-80 count range. Price 
for opening day was 8 0 cents a pound and the closing price was 
$1.00 per pound.

Data from Zone 3 showed bherenwas almost twice the number of 
brown shrimp as has occurred for the last 16 years, but they were 
slow growing. Dealers paid 20 cents a pound for 150-180 count 
range. The only highlight of the season w.is approximately 75,000 
pounds~^f—shruimpSwas landed the first two days of the season which 
brought a dockside value of $250,000, Price for 80-100 count 
shrimp was $1.10 per pound when the^season j^iEosed. Mr. Savoie 
concluded the spring season wlEld be considered poor because of the 
pounds and size of shrimp landed#'' The^commercia 1 fishermen may 
consider it a good season becausefof thjffprices paid at the dock, 
but the processors wouldlpbnsider the Jjeason poor because of the 
size and the poor market;

th€i *Commissioner Cattle asked about” the prices paid and what was"P—  
compared to? Hr. Savoie stated when the season opens, prices 

for SO-lOO count shrimp are 60"to 65 cents a pound and then close 
at 70 to 75 cents a pound» Commissioner Cattle then asked why did 
the processors have a proolem if there was a shortfall across the 
board? Chairman Babin.stated the season started off with small 
shrimp and continued wittf;|pfoall shrimp. Commissioner Cormier asked 
if the..sdeep sea trawlers had a good season? Mr. Savoie stated the 
offsWfe boats ...always catch larger shrimp than the inshore 
shrimpers. Commissioner Gisclair stated the trawlers in the lakes, 
bay# and bayous d&d better this year because the shrimp were not in 
the passes and tffey stayed around longer. Chairman Babin stated 
the Legislatur§jipassed a bill that mandates opening shrimp season 
in Zone 2 no later than the third Monday in May. He then expressed 
his opposition to this new law.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for July was given by Major 
Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued 
during the month of July.

Region I - Minden - 100 citations.
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Region II - Monroe - 90 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 154 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 99 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 281 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 237 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 259 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 223 citations. ' ' ^

Region IX - Thibodaux - 307 citations. \

SWEP - 19 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 51 citations.

Seafood Investigative Unit - 46 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 115 citations.

The grand total of citatpons issued statewide for the month of 
July was 1,981.

The aviation report for July ISS'gjgshowed enforcement pilots 
flew three airplanes a: total of 38.3 h$urs for enforcement and 11 
hours for other divisions.

Chairman Babin then asked for Division Reports. Secretary 
Jenkins stated the CITES Report would be given at the next meeting.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided 
to hold the1 December 1997 Meeting on Thursday, December 4, 1997
beginning at 10:00 a.m. ^  the Baton Rouge Headquarters?

L
airman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments. 

Mr. jteorge Barisich thanked the Department for extending the shrimp 
joason in Zone 1» The effects on the opening of the Bonnet Carre 
Spillway caused Jjfdrastic reduction in the brown shrimp production, 
stated Mr. Barisich. Dealers he contacted in Zone 1 purchased 
below averagesjEnd well below average shrimp during the season. 
Monies are available from the Federal Government to help compensate 
the fisherman and Mr. Barisich asked the Commission and Department 
to help in getting these monies.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Carver.
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James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary
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bucks
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1E ' '  :  ‘
season. The statewide blue and snow ' 

igobse season will run 107 days — 
?Nqv. 8-Feb. 22 with a daily limit of 
*10. Speckle-bellied goose season has 
’ a 70-day, two-split season, Nov. 8-30 ' 
Jand Dec. 13-Jan. 28, with a daily % 
i limit of 2. Also included is the con-' 
•.tinuation of the "special Jan. 20-28 
’ Canada goose season in a limited 
>area of southwest Louisiana. This 
i season requires a special permit and 
I will limit hunters to two geese per 
-dp/, either two speckle-bellies or 
} m e Canada and one “speck." 
H-Shooting hours are  one-half hour 
• bfcfore sunrise to sunset.
i Already approved was a special 
\ statewide nine-day teal hunt set for 
• Sept. 20-28.
^  -Other hunting seasons dominated 
ijfic agenda. ,  ■ . .••
•^•Xommission member J.B. Cormier
of Lafayette voiced concerns about 

•; safety afield after passing resident- 
•game seasons.at the July meeting. 
•! Cormier said opening the squirrel 
3 season on the same weekend as the 
; special muzzle-loading season for 
tdecr in Areas 3 and 7 would cause
{problems in the woods. By a 6-1 
•vote, with Glynn Carver voting no, 
jthe commission approved removing
:6 a .  4-5 from the muzzle-loader; 
litmii.-.-•in  those two ̂  
A'The commission i also forced to
change dates for the third split of

ft he mourning dove season to con
iform with a change in the USFVVS’ 

ye regulations; Instead  of the ■ 
"  lit running Dec. 20-Jan. 18, 

will run from Dec. 13-Jan. 
overall 70-day season with a 

>12-bird daily limit was left intact, 
i The only other'change was limiting 
‘hunting on Dec. 13-14 to noon-to-sun- 
’sct. On other days in the split it is 
s legal from one-half hour before sun- 
Irise to sunset •
J The LWFC also approved a Nov. 
i27-Jan 31 pheasant hunting season 
;fo r a special area  in the south- 
•western parishes.
l^fThe commission was also forced to 
{respond to Gov. Mike Foster’s veto 
I of a bill that would have created a 
'bucks-only deer hunting season in 
yState House D istric t 20. When" 
^foster nixed the bill, it meant that 
Ifho LWFC, though on a 7-0 vote on a 
{special resolution, opened all of 
•Caldwell and Franklin parishes and 
?portions of Catahoula and Concordia 
{parishes to either-sex seasons..
• In other action, and in the most 
Idiscussed topic of the meeting, the 
{LWFC approved continuation of a
• 14-inch minimum size on black bass
tin the Atchafalaya Basin and Lake 
{Verret-Belle River areas. After an 
•O&ur of debate, the LWFC ratified 
!the rules. However, chairman Dan 
{Babin told Inland F isheries 
•administrator Bennie Fontenot to 
{return to the September meeting 
{with additional bass management 
^Options for the area. •. - . .
. East Ascension Sportsm an's

r-VU"-*-

a Pucka &  Coot*

no more than 2  can be mallard hens), 3  pintails. 3  mottled ducks. 2  wood ducks, 
2  redheads, 1 black duck and 1 canvasback. Daily limit on coots (poirie cfeau)

M erganser limits are  in addition to daily duck limits. ‘ • »*•
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit'

Geese — statewide seasons

'southw est Louisiana. Daily limit for C anada and specMe4)ellied g eese  is 2  of A - 
t which no more than 1 can be a  Canada. Possession limit is twice the  daily limit. 
i(S pecial------ =*'- 1

► Shooting 1

Other hunting seasons:

► Eliminated two days, O ct 4-5, from the muzzteloader-onty deer hunting season 
in State Deer Hunting Areas 3  and 7. The two days were removed from the v-mk 

; special 7_-day season lor safety for the first two daysof the squirrel-hunting season.1
► Changed the third-split dates for the 70-day mourning dove season from Dec.

by th e u .s .  .Fish and Wildlife Service.^

League spokesman Terry Melancon 
said his 400-member organization 
voted to seek other plans because 
“we felt the 14-inch minimum size 
plan had worked in helping restore 
bass populations in the Spillway. It’s 
time for another management plan, 
not just the 14-inch minimum size."

The LWFC also voted in new non
resident fishing fees to conform 
with Act 1236 passed in the recent 
legislative session. It allows non-res
idents the option to buy a 3-day basic 
fishing license for $10, or a two-day
“te m p o ra ry  basic and saltw ater
license for f

The final vote" was taken on a con
troversial agreement with Texas 
fisheries.m anagers over size and 
creel limits at Toledo Bend, Limits 
approved included 8-bass daily lim-. 
its and 14- and 12-mch minimum 
sizes on largcm outh and spotted 
bass respectively as well as a 25-fish 
daily limit on white bass.

The LWFC turned down Texas’ al
ready-passed regulations on sac-a- 
lait size (10 inches from March 1- 
Nov. 30, and no minimum from Dec.
1 through February) and creel limits 
(50 p e r day). Instead, LWFC

RB McGee had 
blocked artery
By th e  Associated I

tie blew, and 13,629 fans at th 
international match in Baltim 
25 years went almost s ilen t; 
ball rolled into the net — agair. 
grain of play.

It was one of only four o: 
chances the South American:

Advocate graphic

approved a 50-fish-a-day and rio min
imum-size limits.

Also,heard were annual sta tus 
reports on redfish  and speckled 
trout. State marine biologists esti
mate that redfish escapement rates 

the movement of juvenile fish 
" into offshore breeding stock — had 
improved from a low of about 4 per
cent in the mid-1980s to a present 
rate between 51-75 percent

The LWFC also voted to open the 
fall inshore shrimp season at sunrise 
on Aug. 18 statewide, approved a 
Sept. 3 oyster-season opening of 
public oyster seed grounds not 
under lease , in Bay Gardene, 
H ackberry Bay," S ister Lake and 
special areas in Lake Fortune and 
Lake Machias (both east of the 
Mississippi River). Lakes Calcasieu 
and Sabine public oyster season will 
open one-half hour before sunrise 
and run through sunset April 30, 
1998. Also included in these regula
tions was the closing of Bay Junop 
for the entire 1997-98 season.

Finally, the commission approved 
its December meeting date for Dec. 
4 a t Wildlife and Fisheries head
quarters on Quail Drive.

“ STARKV1LLE, Miss. — A prelimi
nary autopsy on the body of Keffer 
McGee has revealed the Mississippi 

. State tailback had a blockage of the 
1 left coronary artery, a Jackson tele
vision reported Thursday.

• ‘ Details surrounding the cause of 
McGee’s drowning remained un
known Thursday, but Oktibbeha 
County coroner Michael Hunt told 
WLBT-TV that McGee had a 90 per
cent blockage, or hardening, of the 
left coronary artery.

Hunt said the blocked artery could 
have been a contributing factor in 
the fifth-year senior’s death.

Officials said it could be two to 
three weeks before autopsy results 
are known.

McGee, who took swimming les
sons as a freshman four years ago, 
drowned Tuesday night in an apart- 

' ment complex swimming pool about 
; a mile from the Mississippi State 

campus. He was with a female com
panion who authorities said could 
not swim.

Police said they received a call at 
10:39 p.m. Tuesday about a possible 
drowning. McGee's companion, who 
has not been identified, reportedly 
made the call after the running back 
went under water.

Dr. Robert Collins, a team physi
cian, said there were no indications 
of foul play.

McGee, 22, from Crawford, led the 
Southeastern Conference in rushing • 
and ranked third nationally with 481 
yards when he was injured early in 
the second half against South 
Carolina in the third game of the 
season. He had rushed for 1,072 
yards as a sophomore.
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, August 7, 1997 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Danny Babin (Chairman)

Perry Gisclair 

Tom Cattle 

Glynn Carver 

Joseph Cormier 

Jerald Hanchey 

Norman McCall

Mr. Chairman:

There are ^7 Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum. 

Secretary Jenkins is also present.
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
August 7, 1997 

10:00 AM

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997

Declaration of Emergency - Non-Resident Fishing License 
Fees - Ron Couvillion

Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes - 
Hugh Bateman

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season 
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal 
- Mike Olinde

Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season 
Dates - Mike Olinde

Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for 
Ducks, Coots & Geese - Robert Helm

Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya 
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex - Bennie Fontenot

Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal 
Agreement - Bennie Fontenot

Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout - Harry Blanchet

Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season - 
Brandt Savoie

Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season - Ron Dugas

Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season - Brandt Savoie

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July - Winton Vidrine

Division Reports 
a. CITES Report

Set December 1997 Meeting Date

Public Comments

Adj ourn



/
HUNTING REGULATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

August 7, 1997, 8:30 AM 
Fourth Floor Conference Room

The Hunting Regulations Committee meeting was chaired by 
Committee Chairman Perry Gisclair. A motion was made by 
Commissioner Cormier to open the meeting and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Carver. A briefing was given from staff concerning 
the tentative season recommendations that would be presented at 
today's Regular Commission Meeting. No official action was taken 
(only briefed by staff members of Department). The Commissioners 
were advised of a survey that is coming concerning Louisiana 
Waterfowl Hunters Opinion.

A motion was made by Commissioner Carver to close the meeting.
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(3) 

and under the authority of R.S. 56:6(28), the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following emergency rule.

In lieu of a recreational fishing license, nonresidents may 

purchase one of the following temporary recreational fishing 

licenses:

(1) a three-day basic recreational sport fishing license for 

a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid for three 

consecutive days, including the day of issue.

(2) a two-day temporary combination basic fishing and 

saltwater fishing license at a fee of $23.

With the passage of Act 1236 of the 1997 Legislature, 

effective August 15, 1997, the only valid nonresident licenses 

available to the public for a period of two to three months will be 

the nonresident basic fishing license with a fee of $31, and the 

nonresident saltwater fishing license with a fee of $36. This Act 

repealed the seven-day nonresident basic fishing license and the 

seven-day nonresident saltwater fishing license; it also deleted 

the two-day combination basic and saltwater fishing licenses. This 

Act created a three-day saltwater fishing license with a fee of 

$20, and increased the established three-day nonresident basic 

fishing license from $10 to $20. It will take two to three months 

to have these licenses printed and distributed statewide.

Thus, until it is possible to print and distribute these new 

three-day nonresident licenses, there is a need to have available



nonresident trip fishing licenses. Failure to have such licenses 

available will serve as a severe inconvenience to the fishing 

public and will have dire economic impacts on the state from the 

loss of revenue associated with nonresident recreational fishing 

activity.

Daniel J. Babin 

Chairman



Hawkins, Susan

F ro m : L an d ry , J a n is
S e n t :  W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t 0 6 ,1 9 9 7  3 :2 4  PM
T o : H aw k in s , S u s a n ;  P o rc h ,  P a t
S u b j e c t :  D e c la ra tio n  o f  E m e rg e n c y

D E C L A R A T IO N  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W ildlife a n d  F is h e r ie s  
W ildlife a n d  F is h e r ie s  C o m m iss io n

In a c c o r d a n c e  w ith th e  e m e r g e n c y  p ro v is io n s  o f  R .S . 4 9 :9 5 3 (6 )  a n d  u n d e r  th e  au th o rity  o f  R .S . 5 6 :6 (2 8 )  
th e  W ildlife a n d  F is h e r ie s  C o m m iss io n  h e r e b y  a d o p t s  th e  fo llow ing  e m e r g e n c y  ru le .

In lieu o f  a  r e c re a tio n a l fish ing  l ic e n s e , n o n r e s id e n ts  m a y  p u r c h a s e  o n e  o f  th e  fo llow ing  te m p o r a r y  
re c re a tio n a l fish ing  l ic e n s e s :
(1) a  th r e e .d a y  b a s ic  r e c re a tio n a l s p o r t  fish ing  l ic e n s e  fo r  a  f e e  o f  te n  d o lla rs .  T h is  th r e e .d a y  l ic e n s e  s h a ll  b e  
valid  fo r  th r e e  c o n s e c u tiv e  d a y s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  d a y  o f  is s u e .
(2) a  tw o .d a y  te m p o ra ry  c o m b in a tio n  b a s ic  fish ing  a n d  s a l tw a te r  fish ing  l ic e n s e  a t  a  f e e  o f  tw e n ty „ th re e  d o lla rs .

W ith  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  A c t 1 2 3 6  o f  t h e  1 9 9 7  L e g is la tu re , e ffec tiv e  A u g u s t 1 5 ,1 9 9 7 ,  th e  o n ly  valid 
n o n re s id e n t  l ic e n s e s  a v a ila b le  to  th e  p u b lic  fo r  a  p e r io d  o f  tw o  to  t h r e e  m o n th s  will b e  th e  n o n r e s id e n t  b a s ic  
fish ing  l ic e n s e  with a  f e e  o f  $ 3 1 .0 0 , a n d  th e  n o n r e s id e n t  s a l tw a te r  fish ing  l ic e n s e  w ith a  f e e  o f  $ 3 6 .0 0 . T h is  a c t  
r e p e a le d  th e  s e v e n „ d a y  n o n re s id e n t  b a s ic  fish ing  l ic e n s e  a n d  th e  s e v e n .d a y  n o n r e s id e n t  s a l tw a te r  fish ing  
lic e n s e ;  it a l s o  d e le te d  th e  tw o .d a y  c o m b in a t io n  b a s ic  a n d  s a l tw a te r  fish ing  l ic e n s e s .  T h is  A C T  c r e a te d  a 
th r e e .d a y  s a l tw a te r  fish ing  l ic e n s e s  w ith a  f e e  o f  $ 2 0 .0 0 , a n d  in c re a s e d  th e  e s ta b l is h e d  th r e e .d a y  n o n re s id e n t  
b a s ic  fish ing  l ic e n s e  fro m  $ 1 0 .0 0  to  $ 2 0 .0 0 .  It will t a k e  tw o  o r  th r e e  m o n th s  to  h a v e  th e s e  l ic e n s e s  p r in te d  a n d  
d is tr ib u ted  s ta te w id e .

T h u s , until it is p o s s ib le  to  p rin t a n d  d is tr ib u te  t h e s e  n e w  th r e e .d a y  n o n re s id e n t  l ic e n s e s ,  th e r e  is a  n e e d  
to  h a v e  a v a ila b le  n o n re s id e n t  trip  fish ing  l ic e n s e s .  F a ilu re  to  h a v e  s u c h  l ic e n s e s  a v a ila b le  will s e rv e  a s  a  s e v e r e  
in c o n v e n ie n c e  to  t h e  fish ing  p u b lic  a n d  will h a v e  d ire  e c o n o m ic  im p a c ts  o n  th e  s t a t e  fro m  th e  lo s s  o f  r e v e n u e  
a s s o c ia te d  w ith n o n re s id e n t  r e c re a t io n a l  fish ing  activity.

D an ie l J .  B abin  
C h a irm a n

Page 1
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in 
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin 
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting
passed regulations that would have closed either sex 
hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above 
in response to HB 1316, and

WHEREAS, before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the 
state made a decision to veto the bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to 
properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex 
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, 
Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House 
Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Commission Fisheries



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the

following emergency rule:

Either Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type 
Allowed

(Archery, Muzzle 
loader, Modern 

Firearm)

Season Dates

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types Area 1-Nov. 22- 
23, 28-30 
Area 2-Oct. 25- 
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 1-1, 
l-2,2-l,2—2,3- 
l,3-2,4-l,4-2,5- 
1,5—2,6—1, and 
8-1

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

Concordia That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 5-3 
and 5-4

All Weapon types NOV. 22-23, 28- 
30, Dec. 6—7, 
13-14

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting

of either sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons



was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either 

sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission 

closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response 

to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by 

Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management 

to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not 

sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and 

allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent 

information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting 

Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset 

on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate 
and this bill would have closed all either sex hunting in 
portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and Franklin 
parishes designated as Representative District 20, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting 
passed regulations that would have closed either sex 
hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above 
in response to HB 1316, and

WHEREAS, before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the 
state made a decision to veto the bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management 
in the state and either sex hunting is necessary to 
properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached regulations for either sex 
hunting in those portions of Caldwell, Catahoula, 
Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House 
Representative District 20 by Declaration of Emergency, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the

following emergency rule:

Either sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type 
Allowed

(Archery, Muzzle 
loader, Modern 

Firearm)

Season Dates

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types Area 1-Nov. 22- 
23, 28-30 
Area 2-Oct. 25- 
26, Nov. 28-30

Catahoula That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 1-1, 
1-2,2-1,2-2,3- 
1,3-2,4-1,4-2,5- 
1,5—2,6—1, and 
8-1

All Weapon types NOV. 22-23, 28- 
30

Concordia That portion of 
Representative 
District 20 
designated as 
Precincts 5-3 
and 5-4

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30, Dec. 6-7, 
13-14

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28- 
30

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting

of either sex deer. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons



was formally adopted at the July Commission meeting with the either 

sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission 

closed either sex hunting in the above described areas in response 

to HB 1316. This Legislation has subsequently been vetoed by 

Governor Foster and it is in the best interest of deer management 

to allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not 

sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative Procedure Act and 

allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent 

information shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting 

Regulations Pamphlet.
The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset 

on February 2, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular 
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, House Bill 1316 was passed by both the House and Senate and this bill would have 
closed all either sex hunting in portions o f Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, and 
Franklin parishes designated as Representative District 20

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission at its July meeting passed regulations that 
would have closed either sex hunting in those portions of the parishes listed above 
in response to HB 1316, and

WHEREAS, before this bill actually became law, the Governor of the state made a decision to 
veto the bill, and

WHEREAS, either sex hunting is a viable tool for deer management in the state and either sex 
hunting is necessary to properly manage the resource, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts 
the attached regulations for either sex hunting in those portions of Caldwell, 
Catahoula, Concordia and Franklin parishes designated as House Representative 
District 20 by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to 
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of 
reports and correspondence to other agencies o f government

Daniel Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary, La. Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative 

Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency 

Rule:

E ither Sex Hunting

Either sex hunting in the following areas shall be open:

Parish Portion Opened Weapon Type Allowed 

(Archery, Muzzle loader. 

Modem Firearm)

Season Dates

Caldwell Entire Parish All Weapon types Area 1-Nov. 22-23, 28-30 

Area 2-Oct. 25-26, Nov. 28- 

30

Catahoula That portion of Representative 

District 20 designated as 

Precincts 1-1, 1-2,2-1,2-2,3-1,3- 

2,4-l,4-2f5-l,5-2,6-l3 and 8-1

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28-30

Concordia That portion of Representative 

District 20 designated as 

Precincts 5-3 and 5-4

All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28-30, 

Dec. 6-7, 13-14

Franklin Entire Parish All Weapon types Nov. 22-23, 28-30



A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting o f either sex deer. The 

final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at the July Commission meeting 

with the either sex seasons in the above mentioned areas closed. The Commission closed either 

sex hunting in the above described areas in response to HB 1316. This Legislation has 

subsequently been vetoed by Governor Foster and it is in the best interest o f deer management to 

allow either sex hunting in these areas. There is not sufficient time to adhere to the Administrative 

Procedure Act and allow for either sex hunting this fall. Dates and other pertinent information 

shall appear in the 1997-98 Louisiana Hunting Regulations Pamphlet.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours will become effective on 

October 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



V.

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular 
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes that opening weekend of 
the squirrel and rabbit season typically results in one o f the largest turnouts o f 
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that opening a gun season for 
deer simultaneously with the opening day o f squirrel and rabbit season could result 
in a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at the July 
Commission meeting established season dates that opened the statewide squirrel 
and rabbit seasons and the muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 simultaneously, 
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has always stressed the
importance o f  safety and believes that it is in the best interest o f all hunters to 
avoid the potential conflict that opening these seasons together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts 
the attached season dates for muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 by 
Declaration o f  Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to 
take any and all steps necessary on behalf o f the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration o f Emergency including preparation of 

, and correspondence to other agencies ofgfrvafhment

Daniel Bqton, Chainnan
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

2%
JaraesH . ycm dns^r.
Secretary, La. Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EM ERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions o f R.S. 49:953(B) o f the Administrative 

Procedures Act, and under authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary o f the Department o f Wildlife 

and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency 

Rule:

Muzzle loader Season A rea 3 and 7

The Muzzle loader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to read as follows 

Area 3 

Area 7

A Declaration o f Emergency is necessary to close the muzzleloader season in these 2 areas 

to avoid conflict with the opening day o f the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The 

Commission believes that allowing the muzzle loader season and the state wide squirrel and rabbit 

seasons to open simultaneously could result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on 

the opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at 

the July Commission meeting and the hunting pamphlet is currently bing printed. As a result there 

is there is insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal Administrative Procedure Act 

procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend



through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



Parish 95)96 Sales 0.9 Factor Est. 96/97 Sales
Vernon 20 18 38
Beauregard 22 20 42
Acadia 15 14 29
Jeff Davis 55 50 105
Cameron 9 8 17
Vermilion 4 4 8
Lafayette 171 154 325

Subtotal Area 3 296 268 564

Rapides 719 647 1366
St. Landry 256 230 486

Total Area 3 1271 1145 2416

Iberia 21 19 40
St. Mary 41 37 78

Total Area 7 62 56 118



Parish 95/96 Sales 0.9 Factor Est. 96/97 Sales
Vernon 20 18 38
Beauregard 22 20 42
Acadia 15 14 29
Jeff Davis 55 50 105
Cameron 9 8 17
Vermilion 4 4 8
Lafayette 171 154 325

Subtotal Area 3 296 268 564

Rapides 719 647 1366
St. Landry 256 230 486

Total Area 3 1271 1145 2416

Iberia 21 19 40
St. Mary 41 37 78

Total Area 7 62 56 118



DECLARATION OF EM ERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) o f the Administrative 

Procedures Act, and under authority o f R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department o f Wildlife 

and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency 

Rule:

Muzzle loader Season Area 3 and 7

The Muzzle loader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to read as follows 

Area 3 

Area 7

A Declaration o f Emergency is necessary to close the muzzleloader season in these 2 areas 

to avoid conflict with the opening day o f the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The 

Commission believes that allowing the muzzle loader season and the state wide squirrel and rabbit 

seasons to open simultaneously could result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on 

the opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at 

the July Commission meeting and the hunting pamphlet is currently bing printed. As a result there 

is there is insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal Administrative Procedure Act 

procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend



through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular 
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes that opening weekend of 
the squirrel and rabbit season typically results in one o f the largest turnouts of 
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that opening a gun season for 
deer simultaneously with the opening day of squirrel and rabbit season could result 
in a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at the July 
Commission meeting established season dates that opened the statewide squirrel 
and rabbit seasons and the muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 simultaneously, 
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has always stressed the 
importance o f safety and believes that it is in the best interest o f all hunters to 
avoid the potential conflict that opening these seasons together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts 
the attached season dates for muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to 
take any and all steps necessary on behalf o f the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation o f 
reports and correspondence to other agencies of government

Daniel Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary, La. Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries



/
RESIDENT GAME BIRDS AND ANIMALS 

(Shooting hours - one-half hour 
before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset)
' :’v  n ! . 'v •

Also consult Regulation Pamphlet for seasons or specific regulations on

WMAs or specific localities.

jy-Kt ... 'rr ■'* " r?v-' >•’
1997-98 Small Game Hunting Season Recommendations

• . . • - » ..I « • » s * <i *.  ̂ -A > A  L- V1 v^-. 0  * * *
: r. .* f  y*. - ‘..r ^  .0% , " ' t  * • • . , ^  *

SPECIES SEASON
III DATES

DAILY BAG
: LIMIT;.:-:: •..

POSSESSION
LIM IT

Quail Nov. 27-Feb/28 ! 0 .410 • Ck " 20 *'^v'

Rabbit " h r 6ct. 4-Feb. 28f ; o

Squirrel ' ; Oct. 4 -F eb .li '
, - .

8
. * * 1 k * .

16
_  1 i
Deer . l L.

' t
See Schedule___J

- !
.. 1 antlered and 1 antlerless 
(when legal)

..........6. .

L-... 1.. Ai.1 1997-98 Deer Hunting Season Recommendations

AREA ARCHERY MUZZLELOADER STILL HUNT W/WO DUOS '' j

1 Oct. l-Jan. 31."

i;. ________

Nov. 15-Nov. 21 
Jan. 26-Feb. 1

Nov. 22-Dec. 5 
Jan.lO-Jan. 25

Dec. 6-Dec. 14 
Dec. 20-Jan.9

2 Oct. l-Jan. 31 Oct. 18-Oct. 24 
Jan. 5-Jan. 11

Oct 25-Dec. 5 Dec. 6-Jan. 4

Sept. 20-Jan.20 Oct. 4-Oct. \(Sj 
Dec. 13-Dec. 19

Oct 11-Dec. 7 
Dec. 20-Jan. 4

4 Oct. l-Jan. 31 Nov. 15-Nov. 21 
Jan. 5-Jan. 11

Nov. 22-Jan. 4

5 Oct. l-Jan. 31 Nov. 15-Nov. 21 
Jan. 5-Jan. 11

Nov. 22-Nov. 30

6 Oct. l-Jan, 31 Nov. 15-Nov. 21 
Jan. 26-Feb. 1

Nov. 22-Dec. 5 Dec. 6-Dec. 14 
Dec.20-Jan.25



7 Oct. 1-Jan. 31 Oct. 4 -0 c t  10 Oct. 11-Oct. 26 D ec. 13 -Jan. 18
Jan. 19-Jan. 25 Nov. 22-D ec. 7

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MODERN FIREARM  
EITHER SEX SEASONS1 

1997-98

BASIC SEASON 
nATPQ

TOTAL
n a v s

EXCEPTIONS 1
{ I ' l iA c n  n n r l  iasic o f  f h» f n l l r t i x  i e i o  fiOy*«chr»ct 1

1 Nov 22-23, 28-30 
Dec 6-7, 13-14

9 Nov 22-23, 28-30 (Franklin.Catahoula, LaSalle,Caldwell) 
Nov 22-23, 28-30, Dec 6-7 (Avoyelles,Grant, Rapides)

2 * Oct 25-26, Nov 1- 
2, 8-9, 28-30, Dec 
6-7

' 11 Oct 25-26, Nov 28-30 (Caldwell, LaSalle) 
Oct 25-26, Nov 28-30, Dec 6-7 (Avoyelles)

3 Oct 11-12, 25-26, 
Nov 1-2, 8-9, 28- 
30

11 Oct 11-12, Nov 28-30, Dec 6-7 (St. Landry)

' 4 Nov 23-24, 28-30 5 Nov 22-23,28-30, Dec 6-7, 13-14 (East Carroll)

5 None *

6 Nov 22-23, 28-30, 
Dec 6-7, 13-14

9 Nov 22-23, 28-30, Dec 6-7 (Avoyelles, Rapides, St. 
Landry)

7 Oct 11-12, Nov 22- 
23,28-30, Dec 13- 
14

9
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission believes that opening weekend o f 
the squirrel and rabbit season typically results in one o f the largest turnouts of 
hunters during the hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Commission also believes that opening a gun season for 
deer simultaneously with the opening day o f squirrel and rabbit season could result 
in a dangerous situation for hunters, and

WHEREAS, seasons adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at the July 
Commission meeting established season dates that opened the statewide squirrel 
and rabbit seasons and the muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 simultaneously, 
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has always stressed the
importance o f  safety and believes that it is in the best interest o f  all hunters to 
avoid the potential conflict that opening these seasons together may create, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts 1 
the attached season dates for muzzle loader seasons in Areas 3 and 7 by 
Declaration o f  Emergency, and

f
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to 

take any and all steps necessary on behalf o f the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration o f Emergency including preparation o f 
reports and correspondence to other agencies o f government

Daniel Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary, La. Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EM ERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions o f  R.S. 49:953(B) o f the Administrative 

Procedures Act, and under authority ofR.S. 56:115, the Secretary o f the Department o f Wildlife 

and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency 

Rule:

Muzzle loader Season Area 3 and 7

The Muzzle loader season in Areas 3 and 7 shall be changed to read as follows

Area 3 & s k - < * - F O  J T  0
D ^ c . .  1 3 -  1 ?

A rea? O d r . C ,  - t O  S ' O f i y s .
zjtM L n  -;zS"

A Declaration o f Emergency is necessary to  close the muzzleloader season in these 2 areas 

to avoid conflict with the opening day o f the statewide squirrel and rabbit seasons. The 

Commission believes that allowing the muzzle loader season and the state wide squirrel and rabbit 

seasons to open simultaneously could result in a dangerous situation for hunters going afield on 

the opening weekend. The final rule for the 1997-98 hunting seasons were formally adopted at 

the July Commission meeting and the hunting pamphlet is currently bing printed. As a result there 

is there is insufficient time to adopt this change through the normal Administrative Procedure Act 

procedures.

The aforementioned season dates will become effective on October 1, 1997 and extend



through sunset on February 2, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouaer LA 
August 7 r 1997.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early 
migratory bird season regulations that include dove, 
snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS/ the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for early migratory bird seasons.

Dahiel J. ri^bin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission

James Jenkins, Jr .^Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B)

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the

following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997- 

98 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL 

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days

September 6 (Sat.)-14 (Sun) 9 days

October 18 (Sat.)-November 17 (Mon.) 31 days

December 13 (Sat.)-January 11 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24

TEAL:

September 20-28 9 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green

winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps 

required.

RAILS: Split Season

September 20-28 

November 8-January 7

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

Possession 30.

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.



September 20-28 

November 8-January 7

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

SNIPE: November 8-February 22

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16 

WOODCOCK: December 18-January 31

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6 

SHOOTING HOURS:

Teal. Rail. Gallinule. Snipe and Woodcock: One-half hour

before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to

sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19, and December 13-14.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 

species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 

to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 

and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through

sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

GALLINULES: Split season

Chairman



f

I V
RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouaer LA 
August 7. 1997.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, DC have been held on early 
migratory bird season regulations that include dove, 
snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird 
season frameworks have been developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species that 
include season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 
for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and woodcock by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana1s selections 
for early migratory bird seasons.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S.

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the

following emergency rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997- 

98 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL 

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days

September 6 (Sat.)-14 (Sun) 9 days

October 18 (Sat.)-November 17 (Mon.) 31 days

December 13 (Sat.)-January 11 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24

TEAL:

September 20-28 9 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green

winged and Cinnamon teal only. Federal and State waterfowl stamps 

required.

RAILS: Split Season

September 20-28 

November 8-January 7

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

Possession 30.

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.



September 20-28 

November 8-January 7

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

SNIPE: November 8-February 22

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16 

WOODCOCK: December 18-January 31

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6 

SHOOTING HOURS:

Tealr Rail. Gallinulef Snipe and Woodcock: One-half hour

before sunrise to sunset.

Dove: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to

sunset on September 6-7, October 18-19, and December 13-14.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 

species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 

to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, 

and shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective on September 1, 1997 and extend through

sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

GALLINULES: Split season

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA W ILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular 
Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. LA August 7. 1997.

WHEREAS, public hearings in Washington, D. C. have been held on early migratory bird season 
regulations that include dove, snipe, rail, gallinule, woodcock and teal, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing early migratory bird season frameworks have been 
developed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff has presented
recommendations for migratory species that include season dates, bag limits, and 
shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the statutory responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
to establish hunting seasons for these migratory species within constraints 
established by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Commission does hereby adopt the attached season 
dates, bag limits, and shooting hours for dove, teal, rails, gallinules, snipe and 
woodcock by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as Louisiana’s selections for early migratory bird seasons

Daniel Babin, Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) o f the Administrative 

Procedures Act, and under authority o f R.S. 56:115, the Secretary o f the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency 

Rule:

The hunting seasons for early migratory birds during the 1997-98 hunting season shall be 

as follows:

MIGRATORY BIRDS OTHER THAN WATERFOWL 

DOVE: Split Season, Statewide, 70 days

September 6 (Sat.)-14 (Sun) 9 days

October 18 (Sat.)-November 17 (Mon.) 31 days

December 13 (Sat.)-January 11 (Sun.) 30 days

Daily bag limit 12, Possession Limit, 24

TEAL:

September 20-28 9 days

Daily bag limit 4, Possession limit 8, Blue-winged, Green-winged and Cinnamon teal only. 

Federal and State waterfowl stamps required.

RAILS: Split Season 

September 20-28 

November 8-January 7

K IN G  AND C LA PPER : Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate, Possession 30.



SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the aggregate.

GALLINULE S: Split season 

September 20-28 

November 8-January 7 

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

SNIPE: November 8-February 22

Daily bag limit 8, Possession limit 16 

W OODCOCK: December 18-January 31 

Daily bag limit 3, Possession 6 

SHOOTING HOURS:

Teal. Rail, and Gallinule. Snipe and Woodcock: One half our before sunrise to sunset. 

Dove: One half hour before sunrise to sunset except noon to sunset on 

Sept. 6-7, Oct. 18-19, and Dec. 13-14 when shooting hours will be 12:00 noon to sunset. 

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

establishes the framework for all migratory species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting 

opportunities to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours 

must be established and presented to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours will become effective on 

September 1, 1997 and extend through sunset on February 28, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the 
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant 
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other aaencies of aovernment.

La. jafepar 
Fisheries

ti. Jepkins, Jr., Secretary 
epardment of Wildlife &

Commission



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 

following emergency rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season 

Date Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours

Nov. 27- 2 males only 4 males only 1/2 hour before

Jan. 31 sunrise to 1/2

hour after sunset

Area Description

Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of 

Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique

Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary 

of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River, 

east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of 

Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA 

108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and 

south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting 

of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begin in 

November 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the 

requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours

will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset



on February 1, 1998

Daniel J. 

Chairman

Babin



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession 
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting, 
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds 
or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the 
Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and 
conservation of these natural resources and allow for 
recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed 
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission adopts the attached regulations for pheasant 
hunting by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and 
delegated the authority to take any and all steps 
necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency 
including preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under authority of R.S. 

56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the 

following emergency rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season

Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours

2 males only 4 males only 1/2 hour before

sunrise to 1/2 

hour after sunset

Area Description

Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of 

Calcasieu and Cameron parishes: that portion west of Choupique

Bayou south of Highway 90 to LA 27, west of LA 27 to north boundary 

of Sabine NWR, north of Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River, 

east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south of 

Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east of Gum Cove Road to LA 

108, north and east of LA 108 from Gum Cove Road to Highway 90, and 

south of Highway 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting 

of pheasants during the upcoming season which will begin in 

November 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the 

requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours

will become effective on November 1, 1997 and extend through sunset

Date

Nov. 27- 

Jan. 31



on February 1, 1998.
Daniel J . 

Chairman

Babin



The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge LA., August 7, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to establish hunting seasons for resident game birds and quadrupeds, 
and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession limits and other rules and 
regulations for the hunting, taking and possession o f any species of wild game 
birds or quadrupeds, including pheasant is vested in the Commission by R.S. 
56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and conservation of these natural 
resources and allow for recreational opportunities for sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed and considered all 
available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopts 
the attached regulations for pheasant hunting by Declaration o f Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is hereby authorized and delegated the authority to 
take any and all steps necessary on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and 
effectuate these seasons as a Declaration of Emergency including preparation of 
reports and correspondence to other agencies o f government

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
August 7, 1997.

Daniel Babin, Chairman
La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary, La. Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) of the Administrative Procedures Act, and under 

authority of R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission hereby adopts the following Emergency Rule:

Pheasant Season for the 1997-98 Hunting Season 

Date Bag Limit Possession Limit Shooting Hours

Nov. 27-Jan. 31 2 males only 4 males only Vi hour before sunrise

to sunset

Area Description

Pheasant season restricted to the following portions of Calcasieu and Cameron parishes:

That portion west o f Choupique Bayou south o f Hwy. 90 to La. 27, west o f La. 27 to north boundary o f Sabine 

NWR, north o f Sabine NWR north boundary to Sabine River, east of Sabine River to Intracoastal Waterway, south 

of Intracoastal Waterway to Gum Cove Road, east o f Gum Cove Road to La. 108, north and east ofLa. 108 from 

Gum Cove Road to Hwy 90, and south o f Hwy. 90 from Vinton to Choupique Bayou.

A Declaration o f Emergency is necessary to allow for hunting o f pheasants during the upcoming season 

which will begin in November of 1997 and there is not sufficient time to meet the requirements o f the 

Administrative Procedure Act.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours will become effective on November 1, 1997 and 

extend through sunset on February 1, 1998.

Daniel Babin

Chairman



T E N TA TIV E SEASONS F O R  D U CK S, C O O T S AND G E E SE

DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (37 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)
Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days) 

Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan. 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day-January 24 in all zones

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more than 4 mallards 
(no more than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3 pintail, 
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers: The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 of which may be a hooded 
merganser. Merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and mergansers is twice the daily bag
limit.

GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEWIDE SEASON:

Nov. 8 (Sat.)-February 22 (Sun.) 107 days

Daily bag limit (snow and blue): 
Possession limit (snow and blue):

10
30

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 28 (Sun.)

(23 days)
(47 days)



Daily B ag limit (speckle bellies)
Possession limit (speckle bellies)

2
4

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada goose. 
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada 
goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion o f southwest 
Louisiana. The closed area is described as follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy. 82 to the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to  its 
junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along the Intracoastal Canal to 
its juncture with La. Hwy. 82, then south along La. Hwy. 82 to its juncture 
with Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to 
Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf o f  Mexico, then west along 
the shoreline o f the Gulf o f Mexico to the Texas State Line, then north to the 
point o f beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the Canada Goose Season. A 
permit is required o f everyone, regardless o f age, and a non-refundable $5.00 
administrative fee will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any District

Return o f  harvest information requested on permit is mandatory. Failure to submit 
this information to the Department by February 15,1998 will result in the hunter not 
being allowed to participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

Jan. 20 (Tues)-Jan. 28 (Wed) 9 days

Office.

Shooting Hours: one half hour before sunrise to sunset.



C O V E R

FAX
S H E E T

To: Clyde Kimball

Fax #:

Subject: Duck Seasons

Date: August 19, 1997

Pages: 4, including this cover sheet

COMMENTS:

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0 . Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

1

504-765-2806 
Fax: 504-765-0948



TEN TA TIV E SEASONS F O R  D U CK S, C O O T S AND G EESE

DUCKS AND COOTS:

W est Zone: (60 days) Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.) (23 days)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan . 18 (Sun.) (37 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)
Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan . 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 15 (Sat.)- Dec. 14 (Sun.) (30 days)

Dec. 20 (Sat.)- Jan . 18 (Sun.) (30 days)

Youth W aterfowl Day-January 24 in all zones

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more than 4 mallards 
(no more than 2 of which may be females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 3 pintail, 
1 canvasback and 2 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

M ergansers: The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 o f which may be a hooded 
merganser. Merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and mergansers is twice the daily bag
limit.

GEESE:

LIG H T GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE)

STATEW IDE SEASON:

Nov. 8 (Sat.)-February 22 (Sun.) 107 days

Daily bag limit (snow and blue): 
Possession limit (snow and blue):

10
30

W HITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

Nov. 8 (Sat.)- Nov. 30 (Sun.)
Dec. 13 (Sat.)- Jan. 28 (Sun.)

(23 days)
(47 days)



Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies)
Possession limit (speckle bellies)

2
4

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada goose. 
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW

During the Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-Jan. 28) the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 1 can be a Canada 
goose. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion of southwest 
Louisiana. The closed area is described as follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along Hwy. 82 to the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to its 
junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along the Intracoastal Canal to 
its juncture with La. Hwy. 82, then south along La. Hwy. 82 to its juncture 
with Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to 
Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf o f Mexico, then west along 
the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, then north to the 
point o f beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the Canada Goose Season. A 
permit is required o f everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable $5.00 
administrative fee will be charged. This permit may be obtained from any District

Return o f harvest information requested on permit is mandatory. Failure to submit 
this information to the Department by February 15, 1998 will result in the hunter not 
being allowed to participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

Jan. 20 (Tues)-Jan. 28 (Wed) 9 days

Office.

Shooting Hours: one half hour before sunrise to sunset.



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

T&e Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends 

the following rule.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§165. Black Bass Regulations - Atchafalaya River Basin-Lake 

Verret-Palourde Complex

The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass (Micropterus 

spp.) is 10 fish and the minimum total length limit is 14 inches in 

the area south of U.S. 190 from the West Atchafalaya Basin 

Protection Levee to the intersection of LA 1 and U.S. 190 due north 

of Port Allen, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee 

from U.S. 190 to U.S. 90, north of U.S. 90 from the West 

Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to LA 20, north and west of LA 

20 from U.S. 90 to LA 1 in Thibodaux, south and west of LA 1 from 

LA 20 to U.S. 190.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:6(25)(a), 325(C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:361 (March 

1993), amended LR 21:960 (September 1995), LR

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule 

modifying regulations for Toledo Bend Reservoir.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§110. Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement

A. The daily creel limit (daily take) for black bass 

(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish, in aggregate. The minimum 

total length limit for largemouth bass (M̂ . salmoides) is 14 inches 

and the minimum total length limit for spotted bass (M. 

punctulatus  ̂ is 12 inches. For enforcement purposes, a spotted 

bass shall be defined as a black bass with a tooth patch.

B. The daily creel limit for white bass (Morone chrysops) is 

25 fish and there is no minimum total length limit.

C. The minimum total length limit for crappie (Pomoxis spp.) 

from M&rch 1 to November 30 is 10 inches. ] From Decemb^c-J. through 

the lâ if: day in February, ther^' will be/no minimum total \length 

limit or\ crappie. Froja^ December 1 £hroug>f the last dayx in

February, 'pulling. crappie is prohibited All crappie caught
x

must be counted toward the daily creel limit of 50 fish.

For all species of fish, the possession limit for 

recreational anglers, while on the water, shall be a one day's

creel limit.



This rule will become effective September 1, 1997. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:6(25) (a) , 325 (C), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:548 (August 

1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), LR 17:1123 (November 1991), 

LR 19:790 (June 1993), LR .

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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DEFINITIONS

Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts et al. (1991).

C atch  - The total number or pounds o f fish captured from an area over a period of time. This 
includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead of landed. The catch may take place 
in an area different from where the fish are landed.

C ohort - A group of fish spawned during a given period, usually wit

Escapement - A measure of the intensity of fishing on mennshore populatiOT^ffreddrum . ItTis 
the ratio, expressed as a percent, of the number of fish present at age%[ co n m ^ ^ ^ & the^numberi [ i v
which would be present if there was no fishery. Escapej^nt is calculated on a f i^ m n ^ e ^ b a s is  
that is, what the escapement would be if the fishing m o lS h ^^ ^ s for a given y e a ^ ^ m t  change 
throughout the inshore life span of the fish. This methodmo^^js^used in both the NMFS and 
LDW F assessments.

Fishing m ortality  rates - A measurement of th e |ra t^ o f removalB ^ ^W from  a population by 
fishing. Fishing mortality can be reported as eime^annual|or instanmneous. Annual mortality is 
the percentage of fish dying in one year. InstantarS'^ f m o nalitv isfihe rate at which fish die at 
any one time. The acceptable rates of f#mng m o m l i t y ^ ^ ^ ^ S r o m  species to species.

Fishing year - An arbitrary 12 -m o n ^ ^ r io d , beginning ^ b e  approximate average birth date of 
a cohort. For this assessment, a fishing yeagbegins September 1 and runs through August 31 of 
the following year.

G M F M C S ^ ilf  of Mexic^E^ ery Managei&hfCouncil. An agency, established by the federal 
M am iu s^ T O ^ ^ ^ o n se rv a n o m ^ >M anagement Act, which is charged with managing fisheries 
in the fedem ^xcIuaV e E c o n ff l^ ^ m e ^ E E Z ) of the Gulf of Mexico.

H arvest - % @ 6talW ihnD^or pounds^of fish caught and kept from an area over a period o f time. 
Note^Jrat^jaMings, c ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ to v e s t are different.

Lanm ngs - The numbeBortpoundage of fish unloaded at a dock by commercial fishermen or 
b rm ^ht to shore by recreational fishermen for personal use. Landings are reported at the point 
afEwBich the fish arejjrought to shore.

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

N M F S - National Marine Fisheries Service. A branch of the Federal Government, within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, responsible for 
managing fisheries in concert with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.

iii 1st Draft- Red Drum - July 31, 1997



M RFSS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey of marine 
recreational fishing activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an 
annual basis, including annual estimates for Louisiana.

SAP - Stock Assessment Panel. A technical committee of the GMFMC, charged with reviewing 
stock assessments of fish under the charge o f the Council.

SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio of the estimated egg p ro d u c^ m b ih m o f all the mature 
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist M ^ ^ ^ k were unfished. 
Often expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e j02O %  ra tn e ^ ^ ^ Q ;2 0 .

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As u se d ®  this repoftf the ratio ^ f  the^totalxWeight 
of mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight thatfwould exist if the s to ^ ^ ^ ^ B B s h e d .

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transitional SPR) The spawning ̂ production per recruit o f a fished 
population relative to the spawning production per recrm^ ^ ^ & f i shed population with otheriwse 
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruirvAlso & Uedme#hilibrium" or "static %" 
SPR.

T ransitional SPR - The spawning productionper recm iwmavVear^felative to that which would 
have been produced in the year if there hdtPbeen n o m s E ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ h o r t s  that exist in that year. 
Also called "non-equilibrium", "dynamic'" and >unweighted_transitional" SPR by some authors.

VPA - Virtual Population Analysisp^V type^^ pnalysis^that uses the number o f fish harvested at 
various ages and an estimate ofinatural mortality torestimate fishing mortality for a cohort. It 
also provide&an estimate .o ^ h jn umber q ^ ^ ^ ^ S c o h o r t  alive at various ages

W e ig h t^ B r ^ s m o n al SP^ p Tfie^spawning production in a year relative to that which would 
have been prod i^ ^ ifmvftie yeaRi%m^@had been no fishing on the cohorts that exist in that year. 
Differs from ti^ ^ ^ m u lS P R b y ^ ^ ^ ^ g h t e d  (influenced) by the year-class strengths of cohorts 
present in

Y e a r^ a s s  - The fish spa^ ^ f a nS hatched in a given year, a "generation" of fish. For red drum, 
thism/synonymous withmconort."

1st Draft- Red Drum - July 31, 1997



INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74, 
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature is required to 
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on red drum, based on the most current information 
available, which is due to the Legislature by September 1. The most comprehensiye^report is that 
required by the SCR, requiring the Commission to address issues as follows:

1) a profile of the species, its fisheries and stock assessnfenSthat um uaesiai%yailable sciences, 
including the biological, socioeconomic sciencesandthe enforcemeimexperience and

Total allowable catch with probable allocation scenarios

This document is prepared by the Louisiana D ep ar^ ^^ ^ &Vildlife and Fisheries to provide 
the Commission with the information needed to fulfill i ts x f ig ^ ^ ^Msioutlined above. This report 
addresses each issue individually and uses the best dat^^ailapl% puf@ !)epartm ent at this time.

1 1st Draft- Red Drum - July 31, 1997



1997 Report

Part I

Profile, Stock Assessment amf 
Biological Condition ojEttltt D ra®

Louisiana Department of ̂ U d Uferand^Fisheries 
M a ri^  Fishenes Dinsrm

2000 Quail Drive 
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August 7,1997
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P art 1- PROFILE, STOCK ASSESSMENT 
AND BIOLOGICAL CONDITION

Introduction

A detailed profile and stock 
assessment document entitled "A Profile and 
Stock Assessment for Red Drum Sciaenops 
ocellatus, in Louisiana"'was prepared by the 
Department in May, 1991 and presented to 
both the Commission and the Louisiana 
Legislature. This report updates that 
document and four prior annual reports to the 
Commission (LDWF 1992,1993,1994,1995) 
with additional data.

Biological Profile

The basic biological profile o f thej 
species was described in the "Biological and 
Fishery Profile of the Red Drum in Louisiana" 
(Hoese et al. 1991). Further studifejffiave 
become available since that timelfand'have.
been summarized in prior reports. Only% 
bioprofile information thaK fits become^ 
available y-smce. the lagd^report and has/ 
information|@gmficant m^juSbrstsnding the 
life h i s t o i y S ^ ^ p ^ e s  is S ^ m m S d .h e re .

Gold e^ena^a^tnen
previous f ^ m E g f a ^ ^ 9 ^ k w die^on  red 
drum, arid^compared th e ^ s u j l |^rinfbrmation 
on mifochondrial DNA (ME)NA) variation in 
redmmm  to similar information on black drum 
a ^ m d  snapper from s ^ r a l  locations across 
t l ^ m r them Gulf ofM exico. They observed 
^ n ^ % c e s  in mtDNA diversities within each 

g ^ ^ g ^ ^ m y G u l t  suggesting differences 
number o f female parents" in 

different regions. Red drum and black drum 
mtDNA diversities were higher in the western

Gulf, while red snapper diversity was higher 
in the eastern gulf.

A lab study o f the chemical elements 
incorporated into the otoliths o f young red 
drum (Hoff and Fuiman 1995) indicated that 
variation in the elemental composition may be 
influenced by several physiological and 
environmental facmrs^T T ie study examined 
red d n ^ p g e a re d ^ i^ a ^ m fy  under different 
tempenRure, s a lin it^ ^ ^ ® ^ ta ry  conditions!

c o ff iM tio im ^ ie  diet. A e A B B B ^ W n d to  
sigfflgcan ti^hange elementa^^g§)Osition in 
th e n & fi^ g T h e  authors state that otolith 
m i c r w ^ ^ s ^ ^ ^  may provide much 
in ^ S n a t^ ^ B ^ f f l iat interpretation of life 

»history parm ietors^ffom  that information 
done carefully. In a separate 

t^ ^ & iu n a n $ a n d  H off (1995) reported 
iaR n^##nual^cycles in concentrations of 

''sodium p l i rootassium in red drum otoliths 
were ̂ t s t r o n g l y  correlated with seasonal 
wateptemperatures, but might correspond in 
some way to reproductive activity. The 

^specific cause of the variation was not 
elucidated, but they speculate that if a causal 
relationship between reproduction and otolith 
sodium and potassium concentrations could 
be established for red drum, it could be 
useful in characterizing important life history 
parameters for individual fish.

An evaluation o f chemical 
contaminants and their effects on young-of- 
the-year red drum and other estuarine species 
in Tampa Bay by McCain et al. (1996) 
reported unusually high levels Of 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the 
livers of red drum, compared to other species 
collected in the same areas. They were not 
able to explain the inter-species difference, 
but suggested that it could be due to

1st Draft- Red Drum - July 31, 1997



concentration of PCBs in species that were 
important in the food of the red drum, but 
not in the other species examined.

Ross et al. (1995) provided a 
characterization of the life history and fishery 
for red drum in North Carolina. They 
reported age frequencies of adult red drum 
that approximated the distribution of cohort 
strengths in the Gulf o f Mexico as reported 
by Wilson et al. (1993) for the same period. 
They also estimated fishing mortality rates on 
subadult red drum in North Carolina, based 
on catch curve and tag return analyses. 
These analyses indicated that annual survival 
was in the range of 6-24%, reducing the 
contribution of recent year-classes to the 
adult population.

The NMFS completed a stocle 
assessment that estimated fishing mortality 
rates and escapement in U.S. Gulf of Mexico 
waters (Goodyear 1996). Thtsmstock 
assessment differed su b s ta n tia liz in g  both 
the most recent Louisiana assessment (LDWR
1995) andjfhe recent Rond^&ssessment- 
( M u r p h ^ ^ ^ j ^  Static^ ^ ^ ^ h e  F ie ri®  
fishery M d f^ n ^ es th n a teQ % ^ l^ ^ th an  5 % 
for the early^^o lsf^du rphy  
43% in 19875 
Florida's 1 9 9 4 # a^ ^ n E n L  reports' that 
escapem e^average^ ^ ^ l p V d uring the 
early^fi& O 's. R ecenfl^^Muiphy et al. 
(199%) reported that t h ^ g ^ t iu c t u r e  of the 
a d ju re d  drum of th e ^ u lf  Coast of Florida 

^B d o m in a ted  by fish from the 1986 and 
# 8%mearclasses.awhile younger fish were 
u s m ^ m d a n l ^ ^ s information, while still 
pm m ^ ^ ^ d s  to confirm estimates of 
increased escapement levels for the Florida 
stock, at least.

Data on recruitment of juveniles into 
the Louisiana estuaries are annually 
developed by the D epartm ents Finfish 
Monitoring Program (Figure 1.1). Initial 
estimates of recruitment for young-of-the- 
year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches long are 
provided each fall by seme samples. 
Trammel nets are .used W sam ple juveniles 
just overdone yea r | ^ ; ( ^ l e - l ,  12-18 inches 
TL), >wnich is neS ^ ^ l t une they enter the
recreational fisherw unde@ urrent minimum 
l e #  r e s t r i c t
tran sj^m to ^p  normalize m S isra m itio n  of 
c a t ^ ^ ^ S ^  These indepem ^^estim ates 
have^mstorically been well correlated with 
r e c r e ^ ^ ^ ^ 0 ^ e s t  of age-1 fish (Figure 
1 %  ™ ~

LComparmglcbhorts where both YOY 
[se r ^ # & d  Age^ r  (trammel) indices have 

seine samples indicated 
a b o v e ^ ^ ^ e  cohorts in 1987, 1990-91 and 
1993^)5, with 1990 having the highest index. 
The£l989 cohort seine index was low, as 
w ere the 1992 and 1996 indices. Trammel 
[sample indices provide relatively strong 
indices for the 1987, 1990 and 1993-94 
cohorts, and a low index value for the 1989 
cohort.

During recent years (1992-1994 
cohorts) trammel net estimates have been 
higher than would be expected from the seine 
index values (Figure 1.1). This may have 
been due to increased survival over the mild 
winters of these years, or due to normal 
variation between sampling regimes. Data on 
recreational red drum harvest indicates that 
trammel net samples accurately estimated the 
catch of age-1 fish for cohorts between 1987 
and 1992. We believe that the trammel net 
samples are a better index of fish recruiting 
to the fishery than the seine index, as

1st Draft- Red Drum - July 31, 1997



trammel index is composed of fish that are 
temporally closer to the size where they 
become legally available to the recreational 
fishery. The trammel net index also show 
good correlation with recreational harvest of 
age-1 fish.

Seine samples from the fall o f 1996 
provided the first estimate of the 1996 year- 
class strength. Data from these samples 
suggest recruitment of early juveniles into the 
marshes below the 10-year average, but not 
a low as the 1989 estimate. Trammel net 
indices from the fall o f 1996 (1995 cohort) 
were somewhat below the indices from the 
seine samples, indicating that the winter of 
1995-96 may have affected survival to the 
age-1 fish, and to the fishery in 1996-97.

Stock Assessment

Prior to the Department's 
development of an assessment of^Sm siana's 
red drum stock (LDWF 1991) 4|5^ulf-widel 
assessment/for red dmm/-wasjprovide 
G oodyeari(t?f9). T he^a ta  summaries for*

Goodyear (1993) provided an 
assessment that indicated an escapement rate 
o f 46% gulfwide in 1991, the most recent 
year considered, this was a higher rate than 
the rate calculated for prior years. He also 
noted discrepancies in the estimated adult 
stock size based ̂  on V Py^ techniques 
compared to the offshore tag/recapture study 
of Nichols (1988)/

' ^ % . i n d = p e n d e n t % ^W i%  
abundance,

iSl§
recruitment to the offshore populationa-'t
occurred in the mid 1970's. He was unable 
tJjSuhy explain the cause of this decline but 
# ^ & p a r t  attribufefit to increased harvest 
^ a S j u y e r m e ^ m  drum during the mid to 
late^ ( | | | a|estuarine or inshore areas. His 
assessment was similar in concept to the 
Department's assessment.

assessment

of
.which he termed an SPA.

tha&pre-1979% s% n^norta lity  rates were 
^‘̂ u a i^ f h o s e  operating in 1979. Projections 

^ |n n e d tthat fishjhg mortality rates estimated 
fo^l-995;:wouid^remain constant in the future. 
Under&these assumptions, the unweighted 
transitional SPR in 1979 was 13%, 
decreased to a low of about 6% in 1992, then 

^increased to slightly over 10% in 1996, and 
,was projected as "about 18% at the turn of 

e century". He expressed a lack of 
confidence in the results of the SPA and the 
calculations of SPR that were derived from 
it. He discussed the effects of variable 
recruitment on the relationship between 
harvest, escapement and the conservation 
standard. He contended that the reduction in 
gulf-wide harvest recorded in 1987-90 over 
the 1984-86 period may have been the result 
o f reduced recruitment during that time 
period, as well as regulatory measures.

The Department has regularly updated 
it's  original 1991 stock assessment on red 
drum (LDWF 1991) and has provided 
reports on the results (LDWF 1992, 1993, 
1994, 1995). These assessments use data
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currently available to the Department to 
provide the most up-to-date and accurate 
estimates possible of fishing mortality, 
escapement rates, and SPR for Louisiana.

scenarios over the years have converged 
where it is only necessary to conduct a single 
assessment. This years assessment follows 
that of Scenario 1.

The present assessment utilizes 
recreational harvest data through August, 
1996. This provides two additional years of 
harvest data which were not included in the 
last report.

Fishery-independent seine and 
trammel net indices include data through 
M arch 1997. Seine indices provide initial 
measures of the 1996 cohort strength, while 
trammel net samples provide later measures 
through the 1995 cohort.

All analyses in this and all other 
Department assessments are based on 
fishing year of September of one year, 
through August of the following year^since 
this coincides with fishing activitieMfor the 
species, and nearly coincides widB^Tonseg 
o f spawning. These "Fishing^"ears" arc 
designated J&kthe beginning&calendar year-». '
(e.g. 1991^® fishing y eaB l9 & 9 2 ).

The VPA analyses provide estimates 
of recruitment and fishing mortality rates by-i.y
age for each fishing-,yean/These rates were 

for e'aclf fishing

BiolbgicaluCondition CStatuffofcthe Stockl

Assessment Methodology

Two scenariosj p ^ r ^ provided in 
previous reports. B o th S e rS io s  were age- 
stm ttured analyses th a tp n ^ S iffe red  in the 
imtial assumptions ^regarding the age 
smuyure of the ^offshore population. 
Scenario 1 relied outlie validity of the purse 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ s tm c jf i r e ^ a ta  as being an unbiased 
re^ ^ t a f i o r r m  the age structure of the 
adult population. Scenario 2 was typical age- 
structured virtual population analysis (VPA) 
that was independent o f the purse seine age 
frequency data. The results from both

Thelcufrent (1995-96) and projected 
(1996 - the stock defined as
flieT unw eight^^S itipnal SPR are provided 

Figure l .S .^ ^ m u la tio n s  indicate that 
^degfeTOent fisfiing mortality rates (Figure 
^ ^ p P R S ^ S 9 9 5  is above 35% and will 
continuedodncrease over time to a static SPR 
rate ofi55%. Equilibrium escapement rates 
by^jjpar are presented in Figure 1.5 and 

^ represen t the impact o f fishing mortality on 
ljuvenile (less than 4 year old) fish typically 
harvested by the inshore and nearshore 
recreational fishery.

Commercial and recreational landings 
are provided in Figures 6 and 7 to provide a 
historic perspective of Louisiana harvest.

Goodyear's (1996) gulf-wide stock 
assessment has estimated current SPR to be 
12% and an SPR of 18% will be reached at 
the turn of the century (2000). At the point 
that 20% SPR is reached, the federally 
managed stock will no longer be defined as 
overfished. Goodyear (1996) noted that 
much of the present and projected future 
increases in escapement and SPR occur in the 
final years of the analysis. He performed a
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"retrospective analysis" that demonstrated an 
increase in estimated fishing mortality rates 
in a given year with the removal of the most 
recent years data. He expressed concern that 
fishing mortality rates in the most recent 
years could be poorly estimated and biased 
low.

The Department, after a thorough 
review of available data on red drum, feels 
that the results of this (1997) assessment and 
simulation of future conditions best describe 
the status of the red drum stock in Louisiana.
It should be noted that the Gulf-wide 
assessment prepared by Goodyear (1996) 
describes the status of the stock for the entire 
Gulf and that the Department's assessment 
best describes that portion off Louisiana’s 
coast. The results of the assessments do not 
necessarily have to match, but increasing 
rates o f escapement from Louisiana shouldjbe 
indicated in the Gulf-wide assessment

The 1996 NMFS ^ g u lf-w id e ^  
assessment reflects a rapid rate oflncrease in™ 
SPR which^g similar to ^ ^ p lp a r tm e it t- s

the m id -1 9 7 0 ^ ^ M g lto f
adult s t o c k g i g a ^ ^ k ^ & t u r e  increases
in the si2# o f  the adm lftocfcshould bring
about/increases m average annual recruitment 
of juvemles. This should result m inshore 
recruitment levels exceeding the pre-1990 
W m x  the spaw nin |ptock is permitted to 
rebuild. HoweverShe also noted that data 
arei insufficientito^conclude that recruitment 
ovemshihgmdxxxur. It is reassuring to us 
thatTevels of recruitment since 1990 have 
been on average higher than those observed 
since 1986 (Figure 1) even though estimates 
of spawning stock biomass that produced

those levels were near or at their historic 
minimum. This implies that either spawning 
stock biomass was not as low as predicted or 
20% SPR is not the minimum threshold for 
recruitment overfishing or that there is very 
significant variation in recruitment at existing 
levels of SPR. There continues to be 
substantial evidenceithat adequate spawning 
biomasszexists tolproduce high levels of 
recruitment and^thatr the\spaw m ng stockuitmei
biomass is contmumg ^  increase at a rapid
n u a r  j r  '

|!^-Tliis>assessment estimates*me impact 
o f currentffegulations in terms of fishing 
m ortah fy^ra te^nm e spawning potential of 
the stock^A T liegfishing mortality rates 

ting froirff^tom ,regulations have been 
# a b le  and appear to provide more than 

^ e S ^ re is u rv iy i l  to maintain and further 
buildgtheispaw ning potential o f the stock 
(F igur^3)SThis is confirmed by data on the 
age ^frequencies of the adult offshore 
population (Wilson et al. 1993 and pers. 
comm.). In 1991-92, the most recent 
|6ffshore age structure data, the population 
was dominated by younger fish (76% of the 
population sampled), indicating a significant 
increase in rates of escapement from the 
inshore juvenile population under current 
regulations. Based on this assessment, 
fishing mortality rates can be increased, so 
long as the conservation standard of 30% 
escapement (=20% SPR) is maintained. For 
this report, surplus escapement is defined as 
the difference between current escapement 
levels of 55-71% and the conservation 
standard of 30%. We recommend that any 
regulatory changes that would increase 
fishing mortality rates be incremental and 
that the fishery not be permitted to absorb all 
of the surplus escapement at one time. This 
strategy would allow evaluation of the effects
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of each modification, so that the conservation 
standard would not be inadvertently overshot 
by unforseen changes in the fisheries, which 
might affect fishing mortality rates.

In prior reports, we recommended that 
research be conducted to provide estimates of 
the current size and age structure o f the 
offshore spawning stock. The initial stages o f 
this work are presently being conducted by 
NMFS in cooperation with the Gulf States. 
This research should provide a fishery- 
independent method for verifying the changes 
in fishing mortality rates resulting from 
current regulations. The Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is also collecting 
information on age and growth of juvenile and 
adult red drum in Louisiana waters, with the 
intent to develop the data necessary to more 
accurately estimate the catch at age in thej 
Louisiana fishery.

Conservation Standard

The intent o f this sec tib n ^ to  provide? 
gu idance jas^bA e a llq ^ ^ ^ ^ h S v e s t. The! 
G M F M ^ ^p lo p ted  the'
c o n se rv a tim S S & v fo r  thereUdnmi^stocks 
o f the Gulf m S^B B cb^and reqS S g& the 
States to enac t - ^ ^ ^ g o m provid^^w 30%  
escapem enty too^S orelyratCTs, in order to 
a c h ie v e r s  standard.

Conservation standards are based on 
Q jljof a number of biological measures of the 
c^S m ics  o f fish stocks, that are intended to 
moSS-hthe v ia b ili^ o f  that stock for future 
^ ^ ^ cm ^m hese  standards have historically 
b e ^ ^ ^ ^ d ^ o n  different measures of the 
dynamics of fish stocks, depending on the data 
available, the needs o f fishery and o f the 
resource. Conservation standards should be

separated into two types: a conservation 
threshold which is entirely biologically based, 
and a conservation target which considers 
biological measures modified by relevant 
social, economic, and ecological factors.

Conservation “thre^fiolds” are 
intended to providejaibiolomcal baseline for 
harvest o f a fish stoclgbased on stock recruit 
relationships, o r^ 0 ^ W % o g ica I parameters 
spedficlo the s toc^^S ssifilfe^T his base ljS
standard, belom w hich tiidSocMshouldjipt’be
alli e d t o h a s  b e e h & ^ n b e d f a s  a 

some re sea rc h c% S % a s  also 
beeh^eferred^to as an “overfishing level” 
(GMEMG£l^9^  Beyond this “threshold”, 
manageme^ ^ ^ ^ e t s” may be set, which 
iroyide for it^^m anagem ent goals in the 

IfisHery. Such g ^ ^ ^ a y  be in terms o f yield 
%mWght^yield inmumbers o f  fish, catch rate 
/per?effoS^fiai^Trate per effort, employment, 
rprofiLynsome other goal. These targets must 
be setS t a fishing rate below the “threshold” 
in order to ensure that the biological integrity 
oM he stock is not unduly compromised by 

Inshmg.

Recently, use o f  a stock measure, 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
spawning potential ratio (SPR), has become 
widely used. This measure compares the 
estimated female spawning biomass o f the 
stock that survive fishing with the estimated 
biomass o f the stock under unfished 
conditions. The analysis does not take into 
account any density-dependent relationships 
due to the changes in the size of the fished 
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by 
Gabriel et a l (1984) and refined by Goodyear 
(1991), a ‘‘threshold” value can be defined that 
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass 
(or egg production) per recruit, below which 
existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future
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recruitment, and below which the fishery 
should not be allowed to operate.

Ideally, “threshold” levels should be 
evaluated from information on the stock in 
question. However, the information base 
necessary to adequately describe this level is 
often not available. In such cases, it has been 
recommended by Goodyear (1989) that a 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
SPR o f 20% be used as a “threshold” in 
absence of sufficient evidence to provide a 
standard specific to the stock in question. 
This standard is also based on work on North 
Atlantic groundfisheries (Gabriel et al. 1984, 
Gabriel, 1985). A SSBR o f 35% has been 
recommended for Spanish mackerel, and 20% 
for king mackerel (GMFMC 1990, 1995). A 
SSBR o f 8-13% has been demonstrated to be 
sufficient for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 1987^ 
In prior analyses of the Louisiana spotted 
seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991)^jpwe 
recommended an SPR o f 15% after analysis of 
several years of available data. M & Q  and, 
Sissenwine (1993) examined 90atpcks o f 27%  
species, and jecom m endedjhat g@% SPR

However, Mace and Sissenwine (1993) 
provide information to suggest that some 
stocks may have reduced levels o f 
recruitment at levels of fishing that would not 
reduce yield per recruit. The preferable 
position for making recommendations on 
appropriate levels o f fishing for>a stock is to 
base those recommendations on actual 
measures^of spawning%tpck and recruitment

species,^initKeisame fishery. This

i S f l l l i l
conservation^ standards mav eithermay
ui^efes& atetorgverestim ate the potential of

they considered was H § i |g m i e  the most 
resilient^ quarter o f th& sEicks' considered 
required a maximum# SPR of 8.6%.

larters o f therstocks required a 
maximum SPR o f 27 ̂

iT lS p is^of any measure o f health of a 
f i s t iT s S B ^  a perfect index is arguable. 
Intuitively it seems more logical that growth 
overfishing would occur at a much lower 
fishing rate than would threaten recruitment.

theTisheryNTf;tiie,potential is underestimated, 
^society loses tteecofromic and social benefits 

harvesfajp ^ If  the potential is 
^^M ^tim ated, society also loses the benefits 

#  a ^ g g b lg g sh e r y , which must at least go 
'throughv some period o f  rebuilding, when 
effortjpfinust be reduced from the 
nonjsustainable levels (Hilbom and Walters
1992). Some researchers have speculated that 

^over-harvest o f some stocks may lead to their 
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often 
less preferred stocks. The frequency o f such 
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of 
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem 
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the 
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred 
over time in the Grand Banks area, where 
prolonged, intense harvest o f cod and haddock 
have been implicated in gradual increases in 
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD - 
NEFSC 1993).
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T otal Allowable H arvest w ith Probable 
Allocation Scenarios

The intent of this section is to fulfil the 
obligation specified in the legislative 
resolutions cited in the Introduction to provide 
guidance as to the allowable harvest and 
provide a range o f probable allocation options.

The GMFMC adopted 20% SPR as the 
conservation standard for the red drum stocks 
o f the Gulf o f Mexico, and requested the 
States to enact rules to provide for 30% 
escapement to offshore waters, in order to 
achieve this standard.

Results of this assessment indicate 
that current SPR for red drum off Louisiana 
is above 20%. Additionally, escapement 
rates under current regulations (51-71 %) are 
above the 30% standard. Under current 
regulations there is some surplus escapeinent 
to the offshore spawning s to c^ ^ P T h is  
surplus, if not utilized by the^Lbuisiana 
fishery, will continue to contribute to /a 
building of the offshore spawning^ stock.

conservation^stahda^0m 3p%  escapement. 
H o w ev e M fc h an g e s i^ ^ ^ M io n s  do occur, 
we jg£ommend t h a t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o v i d e  an 
incremental increase in fismngSiortality rates 
anatthat regulations notmbe further changed 
f ^ S  period of 3 toJF years. This would 
almM fiie Department io better monitor the 
^ ^ ^ ^ o ^ f h ^ f f s h e r y  resulting from 
r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p ^ e s ,  and minimizes the risk of 
overshooting the target fishing mortality 
rates. Regulations could then be adjusted 
accordingly in the future to move gradually 
to a level of 30% rather than attempting to

absorb all surplus escapement with a single 
regulatory change.

There are an infinite number of 
possible allocation scenarios, depending on 
the availability of suitable data and the 
method used to regulate ̂ ^ r e c r e a t io n a l  
fishery or a potentikl commercial fishery. 
The allocation scwiirifesjpesented here are 
intenddSSbnly ^ ( S B y i d e  guidance in

conmiercial<quota. A summary*, o f some 
possible allocation scenarios is^provided in 
T a b ^ ^ S ^ ^ ^ u l e  30% escapement is the 
conservationWtondard, we noted above that 
there is so^^m enefit to approaching the 
target escapamenag&ly incrementally. We 
nave|fpresented allocation options at other

perspective
as totffie^diteences that this criterion would 
have onLpotential harvest. The allocation 
optionPare estimated using fishing mortality 
ra te / in  the terminal year o f the assessment 

^an€-mean recruitment from 1972-1995. They 
are based on size limits presently in effect in 
the recreational fishery, and an 18-27 inch 
size limit in the commercial fishery. The 18- 
inch minimum size limit was in effect when 
the commercial fishery was closed. Any 
change in size limits from those mentioned 
above would require further simulation.

For any selected level of escapement, 
annual variations in recruitment will affect 
allowable harvest. Years of high recruitment 
would provide higher than average allowable 
harvest, and vice versa.

Any significant build-up o f the 
spawning stock (SPR > 20%) in the G ulf of 
Mexico may result in the re-opening o f the red 
drum fishery in the Federal Exclusive
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Economic Zone (EEZ) under the GMFMC red 
drum FMP. However, this fishery is beyond 
the scope of Louisiana State regulations, and 
thus these scenarios are not considered here.
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Figures

2

Catch/Effort of Red Drum in Seines and Trammel Nets 
by Cohort, October - March Data
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Figure 1.1. Variation in catch/effort o f red drum in JJ)W F  s e i i ^ m |S m m e l  net 
monitoring samples. Log-transformed catch p e r 'S o it '^ a ta  for e& & ^^#w as indexed 
against the mean o f all years for the gear, i^ ^ e - ld S ^ f e ^ a v e r a g ^ q u a ls  1. Trammel 
index represented by a solid line, seine index by dashed

2

Recreational H arvest o f  Age 1 Red Drum 
Compared to Log Catch/Effort in Trammel and Seine
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1 e Trammel ^  Seine — Recreational

Data are Standardized to the Mean

Figure 1.2. Recreational harvest o f age 1 red drum by cohort compared to the LDWF 
seine and trammel net log catch/effort indices for those cohorts. Catch per effort and 
harvest are indexed against the mean for the years presented, i.e. the long-term average 
equals 1.
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Estimates o f  Unweighted SPR  for R ed D rum
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Figure 1.4. Cumulative fishing mortality rates by year, with the cumulative rates that 
would provide 30% escapement and 50% escapement. Rates less than these provide 
greater escapement, while rates higher than these provide less.
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Equilibrium Escapement Rates by Year
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Figure 1.5. Equilibrium escapement rates by year calculated using annual cumulative 
fishing mortality rates o f  ages 0 -3.

Louisiana's Harvest o f  Red Drum
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Figure 1.6. Total, recreational and commercial harvest o f  red drum from Louisiana waters., 
in terms o f  millions o f pounds o f  fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey, commercial 
data from NMFS commercial landings database.
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Louisiana’s Recreational Catch o f  Red Drum
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Figure 1.7. Recreational catch, releases, and harvest o f  red drum by year from Louisiana 
waters. "Harvest" is the estimate o f the number o f fish in an anglers's creel, plus the number 
o f fish not available for inspection, released dead, or otherwise removed from the population. 
"Released" is the number o f fish reported to be released alive "Catch" is the estimate o f the 
number o f fish caught, whether harvested or released alive. Data from MRFSS survey.
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P art 2 - SOCIOECONOM IC ANALYSIS

2.1 Participation in Recreational 
Saltwater Fishing

Recreational saltwater fishing continues to 
increase in popularity in Louisiana waters, as 
evidenced by increasing saltwater license 
sales by the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), Licensed 
resident saltwater anglers increased from 
206,088 in Fiscal Year (FY) 1990-91 to 
299,860 in FY 1995-96, an increase of 
45.5%. Since residents younger than 16 
years of age or over 59 years o f age are 
exempt from license requirements, these 
figures are less than the total number of 
resident saltwater anglers. Using age 
stratified participation data from the 1991 
National Survey of Fishing. Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation (U.S. 
Department of the Interior, 1993b), it v m 1 
estimated that 34% o f resident anglersjre 
not required to purchase a fishin^license. 
Combining this estimate with the license

p a r t ic ip a t io i^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ :4 1 3,000.

years of age. Combining this estimate with 
the license sale figure yields an estimate of 
approximately 63,000 non-resident 
Louisiana saltwater anglers in FY 1995-96. 
MRFSS estimated approximately 80,000 
non-resident Louisiana saltwater anglers in 
1996. This estimate was based^bn a small 
sample size and has(a\wide'margin o f error.

a ta fg t% # d e s . The MRFSS survey data
in Table& F i n d i t e  that over time a higher

Non-resident saltwater anglerjlicense sales 
in Fj^fl 995-96 totaled 46=23^ an increase of
approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91 
leyelfof 27,758. Nonresidents younger than

S ^ ^ p F O e p a r t m e n t  o f the Interior, 
1993a) estimated that in 1991 26.7% of total 
anglers in the east south-central and west 
south-central states were younger than 16

percentage'bTahglers are targeting certain 
^species, in f e ^ g # |% s s ib i l i ty  of 
Mgggasing angle^sppfiistication and more 
^ ^ c i ^ gfishing techniques to target their

In comparing the percentages o f anglers that 
t a r g e t  spotted seatrout and red drum, the 
perioS from 1991-1996 is skewed by 1991, 

gfwhen 49% o f the surveyed anglers said they 
"were targeting spotted seatrout, compared to 
20% for red drum. Dropping 1991, and 
comparing averages for the five year period 
from 1992-1996, yields preference 
percentages o f 36% and 32% for spotted 
seatrout and red drum, respectively. The 
percentage o f surveyed anglers targeting red 
drum exceeded the percentage targeting 
spotted seatrout in 1993 and 1996.

2.3 Characteristics o f Anglers Targeting 
Red Drum

Using data from three surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992, and 1994), characteristics of 
anglers who identified red drum as their 
primary target species were analyzed.
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Parish o f  Residence Income

Based on the 1991 and 1993 surveys (Kelso 
et al. 1992,1994), over 50% o f respondents 
who targeted red drum live in five parishes, 
and over 75% live in 12 parishes, as shown 
below:

Parish 
Jefferson 
Terrebonne 
Calcasieu 
E. Baton Rouge 
Lafourche 
Orleans 
St. Mary 
Iberia 
Lafayette 
St. Tammany 
Plaquemines 
Vermilion 
35 other parishes 

Total

Age

The s u r v ^ B ^ o e t  a l^ i§ m ig 9 Z  & 
1994) ta rg e te d ^ ^ a tio n a l fif^ngdi' 
holders, and s ^ ffo M e^nost partf|yere; 
restricted to in d ip ^ S ^ ^ tw e en 16^anc 
years "

% o f Red 
Drum Anglers 
16.16% 
12.85%
9.30%
8.08%
6.85%
4.16%
3.92%
3.79%
3.43%
3.30%
2.82%
2.69% 

22.65% 
100.00%

anglers*who targeted redidrmnfand all 
saltwater anglers from the Kelso surveys, as
welflas the age distribution for all anglers 
frormthe U.S. Fish a n ^ ^ ild life  survey (U.S. 
I ®  Mtment o f the In tS o r,. 1993b), are 
prese^ed in T a b le d .

Red drum anglers, and saltwater anglers in 
general, from the 1991 and 1993 surveys 
(Kelso et al. 1992,1994) were more affluent 
than the general population o f Louisiana. 
The 1993 median household income for 
Louisiana re s id e n tm y e p o ^ d  in the 
Statistical Ahstraclfolathe'fenited States -
1995 %Depz
wasjK6,312. Tt^ie#mhpu%hold 
income of red ddm angm^omrdie

range&The#ec[uency distribution of 
household income from the combined

992,1994) o f  anglers 
wn below.

surveys 
targeting red

'Householdincome 
f<
$10,000T"$ 14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20f00Q - $24,999 
p 5 ,0 0 0  - $29,999 
$30,000 - $34,999 
$35,000 - $39,999 
$40,000 - $44,999 
$45,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $54,999 
$55,000 - $59,999 
$60,000 +

Total

Occupation

Percentage 
o f  respondents 

3.21% 
6.03% 
6.28% 
8.33% 
9.10% 

10.64% 
6.54% 
10.38% 
9.23% 
8.08% 
5.00% 

17.18% 
100.00%

The 1991 survey (Kelso et al. 1992) asked 
anglers to list their occupation. The top ten 
responses o f red drum anglers who 
responded to the survey, and the percentage 
who specified each occupation, were:
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Occupation # %
Salesman 41 6.3
Manager 31 4.8
Oil Field Worker 29 4.5
Mechanic 29 4.5
Housewife 28 4.3
Engineer 23 3.6
Retired 22 3.4
Welder 21 3.2
Teacher/Coach 18 2.8
Operator 17 2.6

Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992) questioned respondents about 
their general values and attitudes regarding 
fishing. The combined results from the two 
surveys are displayed in Table 2.3.

The red drum anglers agreed that they w eref 
happier the more fish they caught, and that ,
catching many fish helped make a fishing 
trip successful, but almost two-thirS^aBo 
said that a trip could be successfut even if  no ; | |  
fish were caught. Approximatelyfone-halWi s s r
were sevW ,km ds not

awayf"indicating that formaity eating their 
catcff was part of the ir enjoyment from

program strategies. The feelings o f  red 
drum anglers toward management 
alternatives in the 1990 and 1991 surveys 
are illustrated in Table 2.4.

A strong majority o f red drum anglers who 
responded to the survey either|supported or 
strongly supported m m im uSsize limits, 
creel limits, and stpckm gSgem outh  bass, 
stripedjtiass, and4edj^um kA  plurality or
sK gh#a;ority  s u M o ^ f f ^ e d  s e a s o n s ,/^

cat^rarid’rtiease programs. Thejanglers 
showed aislinixmargin o f  support for

anagement Strategies

maximum-sizedimits, restricted areas, and 
prombitmgxertainispecies in certain areas. 
Thejf were re la ti^ e l|^ e n ly  divided on the 
ideas o f slot lim itsjn^ative  slot limits, and 
stockingigrass carp: A plurality opposed the 
proh^rhom pfjertain  types of bait and 
mandato r^catch and release programs.

In th^ l993  survey (Kelso et al. 1994), 
anglers were asked whether they would 

^prefer 1) regulations designed to provide 
Tewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or 
3) regulations designed to provide more, 
smaller fish. The question was asked 
concerning four species: spotted seatrout, 
red drum, black drum, and flounder. 
Responses o f red drum anglers are reported 
in Table 2.5.

A majority of the anglers preferred current 
regulations for all four species. 
Approximately one-third and one-fourth 
stated that they would prefer red drum and 
black drum, respectively, to be managed for 
more, smaller fish.

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys 
(Kelso, et al. 1991,1992) were also asked 
their opinions about several regulation and
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2.4 Expenditures o f Red Drum Anglers

There is no “clean” method o f attributing 
angler expenditures to a certain species of 
fish. Some anglers do not target a particular 
species, and even those who do target a 
certain species derive some enjoyment from 
catching a variety o f fish (see values and 
attitudes section above). Many anglers use 
their equipment to fish both saltwater and 
freshwater. Other factors that increase an 
angler’s enjoyment from a fishing trip, aside 
from the actual experience o f catching fish, 
include non-fish factors such as being in the 
outdoors, boating, camping, being with 
friends and family, etc. These activities 
would carry on to some degree regardless of 
the availability o f certain species o f fish, or 
o f  fishing in general.

Recreational expenditures also can be 
shifted between activities. I f  an angler^vere 
forced to stop fishing, his or her recreational 
time and dollars would likely be sMfteato 
other activities such as golf, sporting ev en ts^  
hunting, etc*

Keepmgtftiesagveats in ^ W ^ ^ 'm eth od

is to estimate ̂ ^ S p^S tu res of anglers
who ta rg e ^ w S B r

target species in 1996 (MRFSS), results in 
an estimated $156 million o f annual 
expenditures by anglers targeting red drum.

While direct expenditures are one measure 
o f an activity’s contribution to the state’s 
economy, a measure o f “willinghess-to-pay’ 
would better measure>the value society 
places on that actrviwjjgThe amount 
Loui^afnglenagmimgtopaytoSsh

sugdW ^readting 6om
G sM m m S a drum. Consume&gmplus is 
the utility (pleasure or benefit
expressedtinpnonetary terms) exceeds one’s
direct expdnm ture^M ore research needs toi___* ’WRMMWRk.

updated estim at^^Eouisiana anglers’ 
illin^ess to payT

Soutiiwick (Southwick lg97^stim ated  that
approximately $450 m ilubn was spent by 
manne recreational angers in 1996 for

Usingftnisi$450 million dollar estimate for 
annual expenditures by saltwater 
recreational anglers, and the 34.77% of 
anglers specifying red drum as their primary
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Tables

Table 2.1. Target species preferences o f recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service, 1981-
1996).

Time Period 
1981-1985 ' 
1986-1990 
1991-1996

% Targeting 
No Species 
51%
29%
23%

% Indicating a 
Target Species 

49%
71%
77%

% Targeting 
Spotted Seatrout 

J9 %
@0%

% T a g g in g
RedTJmm

Table 2.2. Age distribution o f surveyed anglers.

Licensed Saltwater Anglers 
1990, 1991, & 1993 Combined 
(Kelso et al. 1991, 1992,1994)1 fcLS. DeptTQfpnterior (1993b)

All Anglers
53.0%

100.0%
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Table 2.3. Attitudes and values of surveyed red drum anglers (Kelso et al. 1991,1992).

Statement Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Agree

The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 3% 11% 18% 40% 28%

A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 
caught.

7% 16% 13%
A .

17%

A successful fishing trip is one during which 
many fish are caught.

4% 23%, 21%, : 16%
r

I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 
smaller fish.

5% /%22% 
M  .

When I go fishing, I’m just as happy if I don’t 
catch a fish.

13% 21%
X

P m

It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 10% v 9&is% 30% 8%

The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 
trip. %

35% 16%

I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catch .y 28% 10%

I like to fish where there are several kinds of 
to catch. ^ J l l f

^  12% 56% 29%

I want to keep all the fish I catch. 18% 11% 6%

I catch fish for sport and pleasure ratlier/than for A

/ W & f  #
F  28% 26% 25% 11%

I am I m l e a ^ e & g ^ t c h .  ^ 31% 26% 24% 9%

23% 45% 22% 9% 1%

7% 24% 27% 25% 17%
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Table 2.4. Opinions o f surveyed red drum anglers regarding management alternatives (Kelso 
e tal. 1991,1992).

Regulation or Program Strongly
Oppose

Oppose Neutral Support Strongly
Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 
size limit). . .  ..

2% 5% 5%

A

3 4 ^ 52%

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 
size limit).

12% 24% 2 2 %

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 
but keeping the fish above and below this range 
(slot limit).

11%

r
Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 
releasing the fish above and below this range 
(negative slot limit).

9% 31%

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 
fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession 
limits).

<
4% r  7 % ' ^ | 4 3 % 37%

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted A  

areas.
^ 9 % 30% 16%

Having certain fishing areas closed during,part^of 
the year (closed season). j r

18% 33% 18%

Prohibiting the use of certain types of sport y l i o % ^ @^14% 2 4% 2 9 % 23%

Prohibitingtheuse.pf certaim0pes;ofbait. X iisjk#14% 27% 32% 17% 10%

10% 2 1 % 2 6% 30% 13%

Not bemg allowedtokeemcertam species;of,fish 
during centain-times o fth jy ew g h ^

9% 18% 2 3% 34% 16%

a , t , , , 'mmmms*A voluntary catch and releasgjprogram. 8% 13% 2 2% 35% 2 2 %

Aji^mdatory catch and re le ^  program. 20% 28% 2 4% 17% 11%

S n g  Florida largemo^ bass in Louisiana. 1% 2% 15% 2 7 % 55%

iStocking^striped bass or hybrid striped bass in 3% 3% 17% 2 9 % 4 8 %

ymmemr' . , . .Stoclcmgigrass carp m Louisiana. 13% 14% 4 2% 16% 15%

Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 1% 1% 13% 2 9 % 56%
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Table 2.5. Percentage of responses o f red drum anglers regarding preferred management goals of 
size and catch limit regulations (Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish

Spotted Seatrout 11.4 72.8 15.8

Red Drum 6.1 59.6 ^ 4 . 2

Black Drum 5.6 68.2

Flounder 9.9
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29 1st D ra f t- Red D rum  - July 31, 1997



P art 3 - LAW  ENFORCEM ENT 
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is 
designed to gain compliance o f Fish and 
Wildlife regulations as enacted through 
legislative and commission mandates. For 
performance evaluation factors used to 
gauge overall compliance the division totals 
citations issued in a particular user group for 
a specific violation and compares that figure 
to the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose o f 
consistency when comparing numbers, 
citations are used throughout the evaluation. 
Citations are not necessarily cases that have 
been adjudicated through the court system, 
rather they represent the simple non- 
compliance as observed by Enforcement 
Agents through the initial issuance 
citation. All citations represente^M Kis 
evaluation have been officially filed in the 
respective court jurisdiction.

Findings

spotted seatrout and red drum since the 
implementation o f Act 1316.

These types o f violations include: 
selling red drum, taking/possessing red drum 
or spotted seatrout illegally. Failing to abide 
by the spotted seatrout closure ̂ taking 
spotted seatrout without permit and taking 
undersized s p o t te d iS

Ffhe amountjofspotted^seatrout

S p S g ^ i g a t i o n  Unit ttig^orcem ent 
D ivisiom ^^vered in the years 95/96 over 
4 0 ^ 0 ,pOTmdi 5 f  spotted seatrout went 
unreportedHbSS^bmmercial fishermen who
falsified fishers 
jtKeiEhforcemem
fflffiotlOfoounds

In the years 96/97 
division discovered over 

spotted seatrout 
ro wholesale/retail seafood

Recreational

R e d S K o n M a a m
have decreased 34% from l994/95 to 
p r e s e ^ '

Recreational spiffed seatrout 
violations have decreHed 30% since 
m M te o  pre^entl

lerciaP

There has been a 57% decrease in 
commercial fishery violations involving

Red drum seizures were also reduced 
byjfpproximately 30% overall, however the 

g&aount of red drum reported imported into 
' ^  the state has increased. Several cases have 

been made using the importation reporting 
requirements to launder Louisiana caught 
red drum. These type cases are difficult to 
make and require many man hours. As 
much time as possible is dedicated in 
detecting these type violations.

Sum m ary

The Enforcement Experience relating 
to spotted seatrout and red drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a 
general reduction o f overall on-water 
violations observed relating to spotted
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seatrout and red drum. The commercial 
figures may be partially biased by the overall 
reduction in participants allowed in the 
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.

However, the Enforcement Division 
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork 
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where 
under-reporting of spotted seatrout 
purchases and sales are misrepresented to 
circumvent the annual one million pound 
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located 
and seized in 96/97 than in any o f the last 
ten years. The seasonal fishing o f gill nets 
and night-time fishing prohibition has 
allowed Enforcement Agents to closely 
monitor the movement o f  nets on Louisiana 
waters.

Overall participation of fishers 
involved in recreational and commercial
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DEFINITIONS

Note: Some definitions are taken from Roberts et a l (1991).

C atch - The total number or pounds of fish captured from an area over a period o f time. This 
includes fish that are caught but released or discarded instead o f landed. The catch may take place 
in an area different from where the fish are landed.

C ohort - A group o f fish spawned during a given period, usually withifi'a vcato

Fishing mortality rates - A measurement of the rate of renftpluof fish f r o rS ^ p S a t io n  by fishing! 
Fishing mortality can be reported as either annual o^m stantaneoi^F  A nh^ |m o h a lity /is? lh e  
percentage o f fish dying in one year. Instantaneous m ortflty is  thelmte at w h ic ^ A ^ M e S a r^  one 
time. The acceptable rates o f fishing mortality may var^ ^ ^ tF s p e cies to species.

F ishing year - An arbitrary 12-month period, usually b e& n n ^p a|jmg approximate average birth 
date o f a cohort. For this assessment, a fishing year i s '^ u iv a jS ^ ^ a % len dar year

GM FM C - Gulf o f Mexico Fishery Managem e f ^ ^ S u V A n a g en c y
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and M a n a g ^ ^ m ^ t lwmchus charged with managing fisheries 
in the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) o f t h ^ G ^ ^ ^ e X ic o .

H arvest - The total number or pounds®  fish 
Note that landings, catch, and h a iv eS S e  diff<

Landings -^Qie number oifpoundage o f 
brought tO|0 ^ e b y  recr^ ia^ffisherm ehT fd
at w h ic ^ @ ^ B & rc  brough^tojsfiore.

t  from an area over a period o f time.

ed at a dock by commercial fishermen or 
nal use. Landings are reported at the point

LDW F - L o u ^ m m ^ e p a rtm e n tm ^ p d life  and Fisheries

NM FS y l ^ o n a l  M^ S iEisheries Service. A branch o f the Federal Government, within the 
N atioM toceanic and A m c ^ m c  Administration, Department o f Commerce, responsible for 
managing fisheries in coricei^with the Councils established under the Magnuson Act.

S[SS - Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey. A national survey o f marine recreational 
activities beginning in 1979 that estimates angler harvest and catch on an annual basis, 

i^ @ m g ^annualfesmnates for Louisiana.

SAPssStock Assessment Panel. A technical committee o f the GMFMC, charged with reviewing 
stock assessments o f fish under the charge o f the Council.
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SPR - Spawning Potential Ratio. The ratio o f the estimated egg producing ability o f all the mature 
fish in a fished stock to the egg-producing ability that would exist if  the stock were unfished. Often 
expressed as a percentage, rather than as a ratio, e.g. 20% rather than 0 .20.

SSBR - Spawning Stock Biomass per Recruit. As used in this report, the ratio o f the total weight 
o f mature fish in a fished stock to the total weight that would exist i f  the stock were unfished.

Static SPR - (also see SPR and Transitional SPR) The spawning production pegiecruit o f a fished 
population relative to the spawning production per recruit o f an unfishedlxroulation with otherwise 
similar characteristics, analogous to yield per recruit ^sc^called  equdibnum  or static %J, 
SPR.

T ransitional SPR - The spawning production per recfuit>in a year relative td^tha5which% ould 
have been produced in the year if there had been no f ish in g ® d ie  cohorts that ex isB ^m at year. 
Also called "non-equilibrium", "dynamic" and "unw eight^^m sitional" SPR by some authors.

VP A - Virtual Population Analysis. A type of analysis that us^ S S n u m b e r o f fish harvested at 
various ages and an estimate o f natural mortality taestim ate f ish in ^ ^ ra l ity >  for a cohort. It also
provides an estimate o f the number o f fish in agcohoftlaliyelat various<apes

Year-class - The fish spawned and hatchedgna g iven^eS ^tfgeneration11 o f fish. For red drum, this 
is synonymous with "cohort."
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with Resolutions HR 74, 
HCR 207, and SCR 148 of the 1997 Regular Session o f the Louisiana Legislature is required to 
prepare an annual report to the Legislature on the status of spotted seatrout, based on the most 
current information available, which is annually due to the Legislature by September ! . The most 
comprehensive report is that required by the SCR, requiring the Commission tolflSress issues as 
follows:

a profile of the species, its fisheries and a stock^sessm entytham ncludes all available
sciences, including the biological, socioeconomicjsciences antfitlie enforcmtonLexperience
and - 9 L  \

Total allowable catch with probable allocation scenarios^

This document is the first report prepared by the Louisi^ ^ D e p artment o f Wildlife and 
Fisheries to provide the Commission with the i n ^ g ^ p n  n e e d ^ ^ ^ W fill  their obligations as 
outlined above. This report addresses each issue^in(fividiSlysand u s e ^ ^ p e s t  data available to the 
Department at this time.
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Part 1 - PROFILE, STOCK
ASSESSMENT AND BIOLOGICAL
CONDITION

A detailed biological profile document 
entitled "A Biological and Fisheries Profile of 
Louisiana Spotted Seatrout" (Bourgeois et a l 
1996) has been prepared by the Department, 
and is attached to this document. The present 
report updates that document with newly 
acquired biological data and additional 
information required by the Legislative 
Resolutions. Only bioprofile information that 
has become available since publication of the 
1996 profile and is significant to 
understanding the life history o f the species is 
summarized here.

Biological Profile

Schirripa and Goodyear y$94) 
simulated impacts o f six possible management 
options on spotted seatrout ^stocks in. 
Everglades National Park (ENPjj?^Florida! . 
using two biological reference Joints ( F ^

and Foi);^^knoted W 8M rd fem% " ;"yspotted s ^ r a p o n a d  s l ^ g p e . W l e r  m 
h y p e rsa liS ^ m i^ ^ d u e  ̂ 'sa ^ ^ S g re a te r  
energy e x p ^ ^ ^ ^ d i r e c ^ g ^ a r d  
osmoregulato G ^ ^ ^ ss^ than reproduction 
and s t a t e d ^ ^ n tn y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^cond iS ons in 
F lo r id M ^ y  may h a v ^ ^ B ^ c ed directly 
spotte^eatrout recruitmen

Murphy et alM {\99S) investigated 
^HoFRterm m ortalit^pf fish taken in Tampa 
^ #F lo rida  b y jn ^ k  and line and "run- 

a r^ ^ ^ ff l |n e fe m lth o u g h  hooking mortality 
w ^ ^ ^ ^ if ic a n tly  influenced by hooking 
location, overall hook and line mortality 
averaged 4.6%. Overall spotted seatrout 
mortality in gill nets averaged 28% as

compared with 74% mortalities for spotted 
seatrout in Texas gill net studies (Chai et al. 
1994) and mortality was significantly 
influenced by water temperature. Higher 
mortality rates (47-69%) were observed at 
temperatures o f 28-31 °C and lower rates (10-
40%) at temperatures of C. The
authors reported th A /in  absolute terms the 
number o f sp o tted ^ ^ p d fre lea sed  from gill 
nets that died in Flond^i& f992 was 2 orders

igmnshmg’etfort levels m ayrejtiW benefits 
of n ^ e sW a n d  creel regulations. Hook 
p o sitio n ^^^ ^g o im d  to be sigmficantly 
assbciatedNWti^Mrtality and identified the 
lost importam^cforBassociated with short- 

R ^ ^ m survivaL%Hlgher mortalities were 
guWmoked fish even if  hook 

m S l  "did'ndmccur.

MVisner et a l  (1996) investigated 
spotted seatrout spawning frequency and egg 
production held in photo-thermal culture 

^systems regulated to simulate natural 
Spawning season. Female spotted seatrout on 
average spawned once every 10.8 days and 
consistently produced eggs over a 9-month 
period between August and April.

Fishery-independent information on 
availability o f spotted seatrout in Louisiana is 
collected as part o f ongoing monitoring 
surveys conducted by the Marine Fisheries 
Division. Initial estimates o f recruitment for 
young-of-the-year (YOY) juveniles 1-4 inches 
long are provided each summer and fall by 
seine samples. The data are presented as 
averages o f catch per effort for the season. 
Experimental gill nets are used to sample 
older fish, with three mesh sizes o f net being 
used here as indices: 1 -inch bar, 1.25-inch bar,
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and 1.5-inch bar mesh nets. Separate indices 
are used here for January through March and 
May-June to examine variation during cool 
and warm seasons. Spotted seatrout are 
distributed differently during these seasons, 
with warm-season distributions being more 
strongly influenced by salinity (i.e. higher 
abundances are seen in higher salinities). 
April and September are not considered in 
either warm- or cool-season indices as these 
are transition months, with highly variable 
catch rates that are not indicative o f the 
adjacent seasons. Data for the entire warm 
season (through August) or the fall months 
(October-December) are not presented here 
since that would not allow estimates of 
abundance in 1997.

Unlike the case for red drum, where 
fishery-independent estimates havd 
historically been well correlated with 
recreational harvest, seine or gill net samples 
do not seem to predict harvest of^ggotted 
seatrout by recreational /fishermen.. 
Correlation with commercial harvepwould be 
problematic„since this harves'V-is'regulated .byj 
quota, wM'cSiyias restnS^^^nter-annual 

Rallflf^lill^Csamples"vanabu 
do seem td* 
immediately availablelto fishermenTimsome 
cases, ^ m e j s ^ g d o e s  n o t^ r e M e  
well withjecreationallh^ e s tTestimates. The 
gill ne^M tch/effort d l^ g ^ g ^ a y - J u n e  of 
1988Sfor instance, is neamGe highest on 
record. However, recreaEonm harvest for the 
yea^was below the longterm  average.

ISeine ^samples indicated strong 
colg S ^ ^ ^ ^ p I n d  1995 (Figure 1.1). The 
rem SndeSoim e annual indices are relatively 
consistent, with no clear trend over time.

Gill net indices indicate effects of the 
freeze of December, 1989, that reduced 
availability of spotted seatrout in the 
following year (Figures 1.2 and 1.3). 
Abundance o f the smaller sizes of fish, taken 
in the 1-inch and 1.25-inch bar mesh nets, 
showed a strong ^reboun d |f&uring 1991 
followed by an increase iip n e  1.5-inch bar 
mesh index in 1!

Stock Assessment and Methodology/^

Rgggirtual population^.assessment 
(V P % g ^ m p e d  by Gulland (1965), as
d^m bed^b^p a e s f l  984) was used to assess 
theT ond iti^m gP ^spo tted  seatrout stock in
^ g g a n a .  Thij^H essm ent technique uses 
^ B S%age by th^fishery for a specified time 
^poaftvp icallv .on^n  annual basis, to provide 
^ u M te ^ ^ r e cmitment and fishing mortality 
Tates.^^ ^ p rocess begins with the oldest age 
g roup jpd  works backwards toward the time 
whemthe fish first entered the fishery. The 
prerequisites for this type o f  analysis include 

SSfestimate o f the fishing mortality rate for the 
oldest age group, and an estimate o f the 
natural mortality rate at age which is usually 
assumed to be constant for all ages.

Commercial and recreational catch 
statistics providing a historic perspective of 
the annual catch history are provided in 
Figures 1.4 and 1.5. Much o f the increase in 
the proportion o f spotted seatrout released by 
anglers from 1987 to present (Figure 1.4) may 
be attributed to the imposition o f the 
minimum size limit in that year.

As mentioned above, this type o f 
assessment requires annual age specific catch 
data. Annual catch at age estimates for this 
assessment were calculated by use of a growth
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model coupled with length frequency and 
annual catch data collected from the fishery. 
The growth parameters used to calculate age 
at length were taken from a Von Bertalanffy 
growth model developed by Wieting (1989) 
for male and female spotted seatrout collected 
from Louisiana. The length frequency data 
used were from two sources, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Marine 
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS) 1980-1996 and a 1986 and 1990- 
1996 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) coastwide commercial 
fishery survey (CFS). Annual recreational and 
commercial catch data were obtained from the 
MRFSS estimated catch (Type A and B l) and 
NMFS Louisiana Landings database 
respectively. Catch type A from the MRFSS 
are those fish actually observed by an 
interviewer, and catch type B l are those n o t j  
observed, but removed from the population '"

Male and female spotted^seatrout 
exhibit significantly different growti^rates as, 
reported by Wieting (1989); therefore, the ; 
sexes were treated separately/ih the^populationi 
assessment?M©ue to statisticallylsigmfu

rales
reported (1989jfl$e& rchers
involved

Male L. = 5 2 7 #

Female L, =,605 (1-e •'465(--03))

^ ^ ^ @ ^ ^ p ls ) a t t e m p t  to describe in an 
eqtMionl^B e^ e rag e  incremental change in 
length of fish at an actual observed age. There 
are inaccuracies in using growth models to 
predict a fish's age from its length, since

individual fish may have different growth 
rates. The preferred method would be to 
develop annual age-length keys to describe the 
age distribution o f the catch. The department 
in 1994 initiated a system for production 
ageing of spotted seatrout. At this point three 
years (1994-1996) o f age .data has been 
collected. In order tause anannual age-length 
key in an assessmfflSEtfliirt two more years 
o f d a t a ^ r e q u i ^

A,

w  Natural#mortality<ratBjwere estimated
A n a  PaulvfsVl Q7Q\by$ P i Pa- y' s (1979)

L o g % # a # ( L o g  Linf) + c(Log K) + d(Log

:: a= - 0 % g ^ 0 .2 7 9 ;  c= 0.654; d=
,;9 ^ 3 ; w i d  LinfrandvK are Von Bertalanffy 
^ r^ ^ ^ p a ram e te rs  by sex derived from 

WietingV(1989)7 Mean annual temperatures 
Tram Louisiana’s Finfish Monitoring Program 
were used from the program’s inception in 
1986J? On average M for male and female 

::0.36 and 0.42 respectively. The VP A for 
%ach cohort was run by using an M o f 0.3 for 
males and females in order to reduce the 
possibility o f overestimating the impact of 
natural mortality on instantaneous total 
mortality (Z) resulting from the analysis.

Each cohort beginning with 1981 was 
analyzed in the VPA by assuming constant M 
for all ages and a terminal fishing mortality 
rate for ages 5 and older. In choosing a 
terminal fishing mortality rate for a given M 
we assumed that Z is constant beyond age 4. 
Therefore, terminal fishing mortality rates for 
ages 5 and above should not be greater than at 
age 4, but should be approximately the same. 
What results from the analysis is a terminal 
fishing mortality rate by sex. The VPA was
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then run to provide estimates o f number of 
fish and mortality for each cohort at each age.

The results of the VP A were then used 
to assess the fishery's impact on the spawning 
stock. A maturity schedule was developed 
based on analysis o f the LDWF fishery- 
independent finfish sampling program. 
Maturity o f female trout was based on 
categorical analysis o f gonads as to their stage 
o f maturity and activity. A length-based 
nonlinear curve was fitted to the data, which 
described the percent o f the females at any 
given length that were mature based on this 
criterion. Annual spawning stock biomass 
estimates were derived as the product o f the 
number at age, from the VP A, multiplied by 
the estimated weight at age and the fractional 
maturity derived from the maturity schedule. 
Length/weight regressions described to 
Wieting (1989), along with the previously 
described growth equations were useS^to 
estimate weight at age:

Male whole wt. i x i ( r ( g m

Fem ale#Bble wL =

S p R a K ^ t m t i a l  *

impact qfghistonc 
presen

Pressure on the 
ay spawning stoclct(|jgure 1.6).

Spawning potential ratios (SPR) by 
cohort and sex (static SPR) were examined as
a means o f evaluatingfthe long term impact of 

)ressurehurrerit^fishing^jressure on the future 
s p a ^ i n g f l ^ k ^ S ta t i c  spawning potential 
rahol i s l  determined by dividing a cohort s 
accumulated spawning stock biomass 
resulting from fishing by that o f an unfished 
condition. The result is expressed as a

percentage and reflects the long term impact 
o f current fishing mortality on that cohort's 
spawning potential (Figure 1.7).

Conservation Standard

Conservation standards^are based on 
one o f a number o f biological-measures o f the 
dynamics of fish stoc&iftfiat are intended to
protect/frje) v ia b ih ^ S p & t  stock for future 
generations. T h e s e ^ S S ^ l m e  historically

resourceSSbnservation standards should be

>■

se p a ra te ^ ^ W P v o  types: a conservation 
t i ^ Q l d m ^ ^ ^ e l y  biologically based, 

<andva conservation -target which considers 
Itoojogical m easura^nod ified  by relevant 
LQcialj^conomic^and ecological factors.

% Conservation “thresholds” are 
intended to provide a biological baseline for 
harvest o f a fish stock based on stock recruit 
relationships, or other biological parameters 

^specific to the stock, if  possible. This baseline 
Standard, below which the stock should not be 
allowed to go, has been described as a 
“threshold” by some researchers, and has also 
been referred to as an “overfishing level” 
(GMFMC 1995). Beyond this “threshold”, 
management “targets” may be set, which 
provide for other management goals in the 
fishery. Such goals may be in terms o f yield 
in weight, yield in numbers o f fish, catch rate 
per effort, harvest rate per effort, employment, 
profit, or some other goal. These conservation 
targets must be set at a fishing rate below the 
“threshold” in order to ensure that the 
biological integrity o f the stock is not 
compromised by fishing.
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Recently, use o f a stock measure, 
spawning stock biomass per recruit (SSBR) or 
spawning potential ratio (SPR) has become 
widely used as a basis for the conservation 
standard. This measure compares the either 
the estimated female egg production ability, or 
spawning biomass o f the stock that survive 
fishing, with the estimated egg production or 
biomass o f the . stock under unfished 
conditions. The analysis does not take into 
account any density-dependent relationships 
due to the changes in the size o f the fished 
stock. Using the SPR concept as developed by 
Gabriel et al. (1984) and refined by Goodyear 
(1991), a “threshold” value can be defined that 
provides a minimum spawning stock biomass 
(or egg production) per recruit, below which 
existing data cannot evaluate impacts to future 
recruitment, and below which the fishery 
should not be allowed to operate.

replacement level. That level is sufficient for 
80% of the stocks considered by those 
authors. They also noted that 30% may be 
overly conservative for an "average" stock. 
The average replacement %SPR for the stocks 
they considered was 18.7% while the most 
resilient quarter o f the stocA- considered 
required a maximum F ^ g /o f  8.6% SPR. 
Three-quarters icquired a
maximumipREp o % 7.i%iSPR.

overfisting|yvould occur at a much lower

may naveK reduced levels of
jgirmlniemat levels of fishing that would not 
g e d ^ ^ ^ e l d ^ er recruit. The preferable 

Ideally, “threshold” levels shougfbe /$ /positibm ^0^m aking  recommendations on
appropriate levels o f fishing for a stock is toevaluated from information on the^stock in 

question. However, the information^ base 
necessary to adequately describe'Sis level is 
often not available. In suchxasefeit has belm###
A tIan tic |ro u n d fish e ri^ G a |n % e/ al. 1984,
G a b riff  1985). A SSB #ofe35%  has been 
recommended for SpamsBrnackerel, and 20% 
fg § ||n g  mackerel (GMe Ri C 1990,1995). A 
SS B R of 8-13% h a s t e n  demonstrated to be 
sffificient^for Gulf menhaden (Vaughan 1987).
\

lace and Sissenwine (1993) 
examined 90 stocks of 27 species, and 
recommended that 30% SPR be maintained 
when there is no other basis for estimating the

base^those recommendations on actual 
measures o f spawning stock and recruitment 

J d f  that species, in the same fishery. This 
requires a base o f information on that fishery 
that requires monitoring o f both the stock and 
the fishery over a variety o f conditions. 
Without this information, inappropriate 
conservation standards may either 
underestimate or overestimate the potential of 
the fishery. If  the potential is underestimated, 
society loses the economic and social benefits 
o f the harvest. If  the potential is 
overestimated, society also loses the benefits 
of a sustainable fishery, which must at least go 
through some period o f rebuilding, when 
effort must be reduced from the 
non-sustainable levels (Hilbom and Walters
1993). Some researchers have speculated that 
over-harvest o f some stocks may lead to their 
replacement in the ecosystem by other, often

7 1st D raft- Spotted Seatrout - July 31, 1997



less preferred stocks. The frequency o f such 
an occurrence is unknown, and the cause of 
shifts in species dominance in an ecosystem 
may be difficult to ascertain, even after the 
fact. Such a shift does seem to have occurred 
over time in the Grand Banks area, where 
prolonged, intense harvest o f cod and haddock 
have been implicated in gradual increases in 
skate and spiny dogfish populations (CUD - 
NEFSC 1993).

In prior analyses o f the Louisiana 
spotted seatrout fisheries (LDWF 1991), we 
recommended a threshold SPR o f 15% after 
analysis o f several years o f available data. A 
more recent reassessment o f threshold SPR for 
spotted seatrout by the department resulted in 
a median SPR of 18%. The change from 15% 
to 18% was due to changes in the 
methodology o f the assessment, specifically 
the use o f an improved maturity schedule with 
additional data from Louisiana specimeipand 
the incorporation o f the method >dsed by 
Gabriel (Gabriel et al. 1984, Gabriel-T985) to 
estimate median SPR. r a

change depen̂ înqAŵ &in
m e th o d o lo g v ^ o ^ d a t^ B a t g o ^ ig p ^ a n y  
a s s e s s m e r ^ 'P l f s M f f l ^ e d  as an index 
o f spanning potential ir%swmg"changes over 
time.<

. The thresholdfjspawning potential 
estimated for spotfecl seatrout is 18% 
{B lighted SPIL^wimt this means is that we 
IM l jp S re l^ a p o ss ib le  risk of adversely 
im^Btin^ecruitment if unweighted SPR is 
allowed to remain below 18%. In order to 
avoid going below the threshold, the

department has adopted the following 
conservation standard.

For spotted seatrout. fishing regulations 
should not allow cumulative fishing mortality 
rates to reduce the spawning potential o f a 
cohort on average below 18%'static SPR.

: , S B § S

Biological-Condition (Status of the Stocks

|J h e  currenfi0996) status o f the stock 
iefin«i:asdhe unweighted transitional SPR is

e highest level estimated

measures the impact o f current fishing 
mortality rates on the spawning stock is 21.7% 
which is above the conservation standard o f 
0 %  described above (Figure 1.7). Estimated 
spawning biomass o f females in 1986 is 
higher than any other year in the assessment 
(1980-1986) (Figure 1.8). If  fishing mortality 
rates continue at current levels the spawning 
stock should not be reduced below a level that 
would cause recruitment overfishing.

Total Allowable H arvest with Probable 
Allocation Scenarios

Fishing mortality may be either 
regulated directly, as through adjustable 
quotas, etc., or indirectly as with size limits, 
seasons, creel or possession limits, etc. 
Indirect limits are intended either to protect a 
certain segment of the population from harvest 
as by size limits, or to partially regulate
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fishing effort through restricting the ability of 
harvesters to capture the fish. The current 
regulations o f bag and size limits only 
partially control or limit fishing effort.

Although current fishing mortality 
rates provide a static SPR (21.7%), which is 
above the threshold conservation standard of 
18%, the department would recommend no 
change in current regulations that would 
increase fishing mortality. There are two 
reasons that we base this recommendation. 
One is the fact that fishing effort under current 
regulations is only partially controlled and 
may increase if  more individuals enter the 
fishery or if  the individuals currently in the 
fishery fish more. The second is the that the 
current measure o f static SPR is not that far 
above the established threshold.

If  fishing mortality rates increase 
under current regulations to a point thatfthe 
conservation standard is exceededffbelow 
18% SPR), the department would recommend 
regulations be changed to reduce fishing 
mortality to safer levels (above 18% SPR).4ty to safer
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Figures
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Figure 1.1. Catch per effort in seine sam pIp^'m ^July^i^qugh October o f each year. Catch 
per effort is indexed against the long-tem ^rSan fo r& m e ^ d u n n g j& e  same season, i.e. the 
long-term average equals 1. The mean salinity at^eine stations! fqpthe same time period is also 
plotted.

atch-effort  of Spo t ted  Seat rou t  in Gill Net S a m p le s
Jan-M ar

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

1.0"  b a r 1 .5"  b a r e .  1 2 5  " b a r

Figure 1.2.. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels from January through March of 
each year. Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same 
season, i.e. the long-term average equals 1.
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Catch-effort  of Sp o t te d  S ea t rou t  in Gill Net S ample s
M ay-Jun

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

1.0"  b a r 1 .5"  b a r ^  1 . 2 5  " b a r

Figure 1.3. Catch per effort in 3 different gill net mesh panels in May and June o f  each year. 
Catch per effort is indexed against the long-term mean for the mesh during the same season, i.e. 
the long-term average equals 1.

Louisiana's Recreational Catch o f Spotted Seatrout

_G
.23U,q_,O
$20Xi
1
Z

10 -

Year

^ H a r v e s t  ■ R e l e a s e  — ■Catch

Figure 1.4. Recreational catch, harvest and release o f  spotted seatrout in Louisiana, expressed 
as numbers o f fish. Data from NMFS Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey.

12 1* D raft- Spotted Seatrout - July 31,1997



Louisiana's Harvest of Spotted Seatrout
12

10

8

6

4

2

0
81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96

Year

^Recreational ®  Commercial — Combined

Figure 1.5. Total, recreational and commercial harvest of spotted seatrout from Louisiana 
waters., in terms o f  millions o f  pounds o f  fish. Recreational data from MRFSS survey, 
commercial data from NMFS commercial landings database.

Female  S p o t t e d  S e a t r o u t
Unweighted Transit ional SPR

i ....I......I" $ I I

CL 15%

1980 1982  1984  1986  1988  1990  1992  1994  1996
1981 1983  1985  1987  1989 1991 1993  1995

Year

Figure 1.6. Unweighted transitional SPR for female spotted seatrout in Louisiana, calculated 
on annual basis.
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Female Spotted Seatrout 
s  ta  t ic  s  P R

15%

1 9 7 9  1 9 8 1  1 9 8 3  1 9 8 5  1 9 8 7  1 9 8 9  1 9 9 1  1 9 9 3  1 9 9 5
1 9 8 0  1 9 8 2  1 9 8 4  1 9 8 6  1 9 8 8  1 9 9 0  1 9 9 2  1 9 9 4

C o h o r t  ( Y e a r  C l a s s )

Figure 1.7. Static SPR by cohort for female spotted seatroutihxEouisiana.

Spotted Seatrout Female Spawning Biomass

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996
1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995

Y e a r

Figure 1.8. Trends in female spawning biomass for spotted seatrout in Louisiana, as estimated
from the VPA.
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P a rt 2 - SOCIOECONOM IC ANALYSIS

2.1 Commercial Fishery

National Marine Fisheries Service 
preliminary estimates o f 1996 commercial 
landings o f spotted seatrout in Louisiana 
totaled 774,474 pounds, worth $713,381 at 
dockside, for an average price per pound of 
$.921. While landings were up 
approximately 116,000 pounds over 1995, 
the price per pound declined $.03, resulting 
in an increase in value o f landings of 
$87,368 compared to 1995. The 1996 
average price was the lowest since the 1990 
peak o f $ 1.54 per pound.

Act 1316 mandated that certain income, 
prior-year license, and fishery violation 
requirements be met in order to purchase a 
spotted seatrout permit. Upon meeting 
requirements, 186 individuals were issue#' 
1996 Resident Spotted Seatrout Perm hsf 
There were no Non-Resident Spotted; 
Seatrout Permits issued.

harvest o fW ^ p o u n d s  w orm |$3;8^p£r 
permit holder m W # e>a
wide range ofjiaiyesffgmounts acrossftne 
group, bu tm ^m S rv i^S fisi^fm an  data exist 
to analyzeShis.

U sifg the  two (or three)mrior year tax
returns (from 1993, 1 9 # , or 1995) provided 
^ # & m it  applicants/fcertain information 
f i r q ^ ^ e J 86 pgrrruPholders was analyzed. It 
s ^ ^ P f ^ P ^ t  these figures are for 
p r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m o t  1996, and sixteen permit 
holders submitted three tax returns instead o f 
the mandated two, so they influenced the 
results more than the other 170 individuals.

O f the 388 returns, 32.2% o f the returns 
indicated filing status as single, 64.4% as 
married filing jointly, and 3.4% as head of 
household. The average number o f 
exemptions claimed on all returns was 2.7.

Across all 388 tax returns, the!average total 
income was $1 l ,8^ ^ w ith ^ ^ e d ia n  o f 
$8,310, m d arang^ # ($$93,417) to 
$234g£p^rhe ^ ^ ^ ^ w f r s tr ib u t io n  of total 
inco^Ffrom  the 3 8 ^ ^ S @ s  as followsil

Totaltfncome

JlWOpRto $20^000
p o ^ ^ l ^ b o  
$ 2 5 ,0 ^ ^ 5 0 ,0 0 0  
$ 50 ,W to$75 ,000  
$ 7 5 ^ 1  to $100,000 
^ 100,000 

Totals 388

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% due to 
rounding.

Wages were earned by the applicant on 93 
o f the returns, with average wages earned (as 
reported on W-2 Forms) o f  $12,102. Wages 
earned by the spouse were reported on 45 of 
the returns, at an average o f $11,194. The 
frequency distribution o f  wages for permit 
holders and spouses is illustrated in Table 
2.1.

Schedule C, reporting business income, was 
included in 376 o f the returns. Net self- 
employment income from all businesses 
(including fishing) as reported on Schedule C
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averaged $5,418, with a median o f $4,947, 
and a range o f ($203,689) to $93,133. 
Business income reported on the tax returns 
displayed the following frequency 
distribution:

2.2 Recreational Fishery

2.2.1 Participation in Recreational 
Saltwater Fishing

Business Income ■

Less than $0 
$0 to $2,500 
$2,501 to $5,000 
$5,001 to $10,000 
$10,001 to $15,000 
$15,001 to $20,000 
$20,001 to $25,000 
$25,001 to $50,000 
$50,001 to $75,000 
$75,001 to $100,000 
> $ 100,000 

Totals

Based on the latest year tax return^submitted. i f  required to purchase a fishing license, 
the permit holders were located in the "i Combining this estimate with the license sale
following parishes: | | f  /   ̂ figures from above yields an estimated

j g i | k  ^ ^ H P r e s i d e n t  participation level in saltwater
"  recreational fishing in FY 1995-96 of

approximately 454,000. The Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS) estimated 1996 resident 
participation at approximately 413,000.

Non-resident saltwater angler license sales 
from FY 1995-96 totaled 46,239, an increase 
o f approximately 67% from the FY 1990-91 
level of 27,758. Non-residents younger than 
16 years of age are exempt from licensing 
requirements. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in 1991 (U.S. Department o f the 
Interior, 1993a) estimated that 26.7% o f total 
anglers in the east south-central and west 
south-central states were younger than 16

4 E
9.1%

# %

49 13.0%
78 20.7%
63 16.8%
97 25.8%
53 14.1%
16 4.3%
11 2.9%
8 2.1%
0
1 .3%

J ) —

376 100.05^

Recreational saltwater fishing continues to 
increase in popularity with Louisiana 
residents, as evidenced b^mcreasing 
saltwater l i c e n s e j^ ^ j p f f e  Louisiana 
Departerient o f W ilS H ^m d Fisheries

in^ ^ f e o f r 4 5.5%. Since residentSyounger 
th a^ ^ p O Mgjof age or over 59 years o f  age 
a re^^m # fro m d icen se  requirements, these 
f i ^ e s  a rE S s^m n-fhe  total number of 

^ sk le n t s a l ^ ^ ^ ^ g l ers. Using age 
|stratified participation data from the 1991 
^a tio^hS urvev /o fF ish ing . Hunting, and 
^7iTSlT^9%s0^ated Recreation (U.S. 
^Depa^ ^ ^ Sf the Interior, 1993b), an 
estimated 34% o f resident anglers are not
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years o f age. Combining this estimate with 
the license sale figure yields an estimate of 
approximately 63,000 non-resident saltwater 
anglers in FY 1995-96. MRFSS estimated 
approximately 80,000 non-resident saltwater 
anglers in 1996. This estimate was based on 
a small sample size and has a wide margin of 
error.

2.2.2 Participants Targeting Spotted 
Seatrout

anglers who identified spotted seatrout as 
their primary target species were analyzed.

Parish o f Residence

Based on the 1991 and 1993,surveys (Kelso 
et al. 1992,1994), /la rg e  proportion of 
spotted seatrout angjers ^ i d e  in the 
s o u th e ^ m  p m W ^ B b g n a ,  as would bemsae

Spotted seatrout and red drum have 
historically been the two species o f choice 
for Louisiana saltwater anglers who identify 
a targeted species. The MRFSS survey data 
in Table 2.2 indicate that over time a higher 
percentage o f anglers are targeting certain 
species, inferring the possibility of increasing 
angler sophistication and more specific 
fishing techniques to target their preferred 
species.

In comparing the percentages o f  anglers that 
targeted spotted seatrout and'red-drum, the1

were targeting^Sf^^seatrout^compsurW  to

from 1992?T996, yield/preference
percentages o f 36% a n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ s p o t t e d  
seatroufand red drum, respectively. The 
percentage o f surveyed anglers targeting red

a*:drum exceeded the percentage targeting 
spotted seatrout in 1993*and 1996.

2»2f3MClT^acteristics of Anglers Targeting
' * 0 gSKBSrSeatmut

Using data from three surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992, and 1994), characteristics of

liv ^ frv e lp arish es , and o v e f ^ l i v e  in 11
parishesfas^shown below:

% o f Spotted 
^ Seatrout Anglers 

S S T l9 .8 3 %  
9.44% 
7.45% 
7.36% 
7.36% 
5.63% 
5.19% 
4.85% 
4.24% 
2.68%  

2.51% 
23.46% 

100.00%

^Parish 

Lafourche
Terrebonne 
SUBemard 

gf-lfayette 
Calcasieu 
St. Charles 
Ascension 
44 other parishes 

Total

Age

The surveys (Kelso et al. 1991,1992, &
1994) targeted recreational fishing license 
holders, and therefore were primarily 
restricted to individuals between 16 and 59 
years o f age. The frequency distribution of 
anglers from these surveys who targeted 
spotted seatrout is shown in Table 2.3, along 
with the age distribution for all anglers from
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the U.S. Fish and Wildlife survey (U.S. 
Department of the Interior, 1993b).

Income

Spotted seatrout anglers from the 1991 and 
1993 surveys by Kelso, et al. (Kelso et al.
1992.1994) were more affluent than the 
general population o f Louisiana. The 1993 
median household income for Louisiana 
residents as reported in the Statistical 
Abstract o f the United States - 1995 (U.S. 
Department o f Commerce, 1995) was 
$26,312. The median household income of 
spotted seatrout anglers from the combined 
1991 and 1993 surveys (Kelso et al.
1992.1994) fell in the $40,000-$44,999 
range. The frequency distribution o f 
household income from the combined 
surveys o f anglers targeting spotted seatrout?1 
is shown below.

Household Income
< $ 10,000 A

K s l t f l
$25,000 - $291999, 
$30,000 - $34,999, 
$ 3 5 ,0 0 0 - ^ ^ 9 9  
$40,0ggM 44,999  
$45 J g o  - $49,999 
$ 5 g S 0  - $54,999 
$ 5 # 0 0  - $59,999 
# # 0  +

Sfotals

N

Percentage 
o f respondentstl

10.45%#

7.64% 
5.09% 

25.18% 
100.00%*

* ^ S cS S agesHo not add to 100.00% due 
to rounding.

Fishing Values and Attitudes

The 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso et al.
1991,1992) questioned respondents about 
their general values and attitudes regarding 
fishing. The combined results from the two 
surveys are displayed in Table&.4.

where therSwere several kinds o f fish. Most 
all the 6sh they caught, 

butmeither^ d ^ & eM gually give what they 
'krotaw ay, i ^ ^ ^ ^ p i a t  for most eating 

§Jthe8fcgtch w a s ^ ^ ^ f th e i r  enjoyment from

O p im ^ ^ ^ w ard  Management Strategies

Anglers in the 1990 and 1991 surveys (Kelso 
eFalfl991,1992) were also asked their 
opinions about several regulation and 
program strategies. The feelings o f spotted 
seatrout anglers toward management 
alternatives in the 1990 and 1991 surveys are 
illustrated in Table 2.5.

Strong majorities o f the spotted seatrout 
anglers who responded to the survey either 
supported or strongly supported minimum 
size limits, creel limits, and stocking 
largemouth bass, striped bass, and red drum. 
Pluralities or slight majorities supported 
maximum size limits, restricted areas, closed 
seasons, gear prohibitions, prohibiting 
certain species in certain areas or times o f the 
year, and voluntary catch and release 
programs. Opinions were fairly balanced to 
the ideas o f slot limits, negative slot limits,
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and stocking grass carp. Pluralities of the 
anglers opposed the prohibition o f certain 
types o f bait and mandatory catch and release 
programs.

to stop fishing, his or her recreational time 
and dollars would likely be shifted to other 
activities such as golf, sporting events, 
hunting, etc.

In the 1993 survey (Kelso, et al. 1994), 
anglers were asked whether they would 
prefer 1) regulations designed to provide 
fewer, larger fish, 2) current regulations, or 
3) regulations designed to provide more, 
smaller fish. The question was asked 
concerning four species: spotted seatrout, red 
drum, black drum, and flounder. Responses 
o f spotted seatrout anglers are reported in 
Table 2.6.

A majority of the anglers preferred current 
regulations for all four species. 
Approximately one-fourth stated that they 
would prefer red drum to be managed for 
more, smaller fish.

2.2.4 Expenditures of Spotted Seatrout 
Anglers

There is no ‘‘clean” method-df attributing

and freshwater. Other factors, that contribute 
to angler enjoyment (utility)l?f fishing trips, 
asidejfrom the actual experience o f catching
fish/are non-fish factors such as being in the 

v ^ lc K m y -o n 'to  some degree regardless of

Keeping these caveats in mind, one method 
o f valuing the contribution o f  recreational 
fishing for spotted seatroutloihe State’s
economyjs to estimate'the expenditures of

mMnejeci&lmml mglmlScI!>9S'fot
expenses'including meals, lodging, travel,

the M SQ m m ^dollsr estimate for
- annual expenditures^by saltwater recreational 

anglers, and the.29.64% o f anglers specifying

the availability of certain species o f fish, or 
of fishing in general.

M p & S S Z Z L ,
$133 million o f annual expenditures by 
anglers targeting spotted seatrout.

While direct expenditures are one measure of 
an activity * s contribution to the state ’ s . 
economy, a measure of “willingness-to-pay” 
would better measure the value society 
places on that activity. The amount 
Louisiana anglers are willing to pay to fish 
for spotted seatrout, minus their direct 
expenditures, equals their “consumer 
surplus” resulting from the activity of fishing 
for spotted seatrout. Consumer surplus is the 
amount that utility (pleasure or benefit 
expressed in monetary terms) exceeds one’s 
direct expenditures. More research needs to 
be undertaken to obtain accurate and updated 
estimates of Louisiana anglers’ willingness 
to pay.

Recreational expenditures also can be shifted 
between activities. If  an angler were forced
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Tables

Table 2.1. Wages reported on submitted Federal income tax returns (2-3 years from 
1993-1995) o f spotted seatrout permit holders who qualified under Act 1316 

provisions (Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 1997).

Wages Earned 

$0
$ l t o  $2,500 
$2,501 to $5,000 
$5,001 to $10,000 
$10,001 to $15,000 
$15,001 to $20,000 
$20,001 to $25,000 
$25,001 to $50,000 
$50,001 to $75,000 
$75,001 to $100,000 

>$100,000 
Totals

By Applicant 
(% o f Returns') 

76.0% 
6.7% 
4.6% 
4.1% 
3.4%( 
1.5%i 
1.0% 
1.5%
.5%f

By Spouse 
(# o f Returns')

BylSpouse
t%_ofRetums) 

82.0%
4.4%

100.0%

* Percentages do not add to 100.0% duefto rounding:
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Table 2.2. Target species preferences o f recreational saltwater anglers surveyed in the Marine 
Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (National Marine Fisheries Service 1981- 
1996).

% Targeting % Indicating a % Targeting % Targeting
Time Period No Species Target Snecies Snt. Seatrout Red Drum
1981-1985 51% 49% 19% 16%
1986-1990 29% 71% 40%
1991-1996 23% 77% 38% &  3d%

Table 2.3. Age distribution o f surveyed anglers who specified their age. -

Licensed Spotted Seatrout Anglers 
1990,1991, & 1993 Combined 
(Kelso et al. 1991.1992.19941 

. 1%

.2%

6.0%

27.3%
34.1%

:%9%
.5%

Total

* PercentagesMomot addTo3l00.0%\due to rounding.

"^Iv^nglers
1991

(Tf!SWlj)ept:'Of the Interior. 1993b) 
24.0%

4.1%
15.0%
14.7%
18.5%
11. 1%

6 .0%

6 .6%
100.0%
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Table 2.4. Attitudes and values of surveyed spotted seatrout anglers (Kelso et al. 1991,1992).

Statement Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Agree

The more fish I catch, the happier I am. 4% 13% 16% 43% 25%

A fishing trip can be successful even if no fish are 
caught.

8% 16% 13% 16%

A successful fishing trip is one during which 
many fish are caught.

3% 23%L 14%
C

I would rather catch one or two big fish than ten 
smaller fish.

5% m
When I go fishing, I’m just as happy if I don’t 
catch a fish.

14% 19%
ix.

%
It doesn’t matter to me what type of fish I catch. 11% 26% 5%

The bigger the fish I catch, the better the fishing 
trip. # # 32% 13%

I am just as happy if I do not keep the fish I catchy 25% 9%

I like to fish where there are several kinds of fislS^ 
(o catch.

^ 1 4 % 57% 24%

I want to keep all the fish I catch. J l 9 % ^ 7 % 17% 12% 5%

I catch fish for sport and pleasmerat^erythan for £ Ife#
V/  27% 28% 27% 10%

I am I l e l e a ^ ^ ^ g t c h .  ^ 35% 26% 22% 8%

I usually ̂ e ^ J & G s h  I 20% 46% 23% 9% 1%

7% 28% 26% 24% 15%
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Table 2.5. Opinions o f surveyed spotted seatrout anglers regarding management alternatives 
(Kelso etal. 1991,1992).

Regulation or Program Strongly
Oppose

Oppose Neutral Support Strongly
Support

Releasing fish below a certain length (minimum 
size limit).

2% 4% 5%
A

35%K 54%

Releasing fish above a certain length (maximum 
size limit).

11% 23% ^ 6 % 23%

Releasing the fish within a certain length range, 
but keeping the fish above and below this range 
(slot limit).

11%

%
11%4>

Keeping fish within a certain length range, but 
releasing the fish above and below this range 
(negative slot limit).

10% 30%

Being allowed to keep only a certain number of 
fish you catch each day (creel limits or possession 
limits).

<
4% 6% 47% 36%

Not being allowed to fish in certain restricted ^  
areas.

^ 2 % 34% 16%

Having certain fishing areas closed during.part%f 
the year (closed season).

18% 37% 17%

Prohibiting the use of certain types offsport /
jA k R r  A

jF l5% 24% 29% 24%

28% 30% 20% 9%

8% 20% 26% 33% 13%

Not being a llow e^o^px l|^m  specielf)gfish 
during certain times of theyemr^^L _

8% 18% 23% 37% 15%

k  voJi^Sy catch and re le a# 0 g # m 8% 14% 23% 37% 19%

^mandatory catch and release program. 18% 27% 23% 20% 12%
gmgtrii lit*

^Stocking Florida largemputh bass in Louisiana. 2% 2% 19% 29% 49%

IStctoKing striped batifpf hybrid striped bass in 3% 2% 22% 32% 41%

s M S ^ p m L o u b i m u L 14% 11% 46% 16% 12%

Stocking red drum in coastal Louisiana. 2% 2% 15% 34% 48%
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Table 2.6. Percentage o f responses o f spotted seatrout anglers regarding preferred management 
goals o f size and catch limit regulations (Kelso et al. 1994).

Species Fewer, larger fish Current Regulations More, smaller fish

Spotted Seatrout 6.8% 79.0% 14.2%

Red Drum 8.6% 65.1% ^ 3 %

Black Drum 13.1% 76.9%

Flounder 12.0% 81?9%>
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Part 3 - LAW ENFORCEMENT 
EXPERIENCE

Introduction

The enforcement program is designed 
to gain compliance o f Fish and Wildlife 
regulations as enacted through legislative 
and commission mandates. For performance 
evaluation factors used to gauge overall 
compliance the division totals citations 
issued in a particular user group for a 
specific violation and compares that figure to 
the previous three year average.

Clarification Point- For the purpose of 
consistency when comparing numbers, 
citations are used throughout the evaluation. 
Citations are not necessarily cases that have 
been adjudicated through the court system, 
rather they represent the simple non- 
compliance as observed by Enforcement; 
Agents through the initial issuance oTthat 
citation. All citation represented in this 
evaluation have been officially filed’in the 
perspective court jurisdiction^

Findim

Recreational

Recreational Spotted Seatrout 
violations have decreased 30% since 1994/95 
S p S le n t .  ^

There has been a 57% decrease in 
commercial fishery violations involving 
Spotted Seatrout and Red Drum since the 
implementation of Act 1316.

These types o f violations include: 
Selling Red Drum, Taking/Possessing Red 
Drum or Spotted Seatrout illegally. Failing to 
abide by the Spotted Seatrout Closure,
Taking Spotted Seatrout without permit and 
Taking Undersize Spotted Seatrout 
commercially.

unrepprtedibyvl4 commercial fishermen who

M&OOO Pound^6|Spotted Seatrout
^reported by R K ^olesale/retail seafood
M l #

^'RediDrum  seizures were also reduced
by approximately 30% overall, however the 
amount o f Red Drum reported imported into 
the^state has increased. Several cases have 
been made using the importation reporting 
requirements to launder Louisiana caught 
Red Drum. These type cases are difficult to 
make and require many man hours. As much 
time as possible is dedicated in detecting 
these type violations.

Summary

The Enforcement Experience relating 
to Spotted Trout and Red Drum.

The Enforcement Division reports a 
general reduction of overall on-water 
violations observed relating to Spotted 
Seatrout and Red Drum. The commercial 
figures may be partially biased by the overall 
reduction in participants allowed in the 
fisheries by Act 1316 enacted in 1995.
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However, the Enforcement Division 
does show a dramatic increase in paperwork 
fraud identified at the fish dealer level where 
under-reporting of Spotted Seatrout 
purchases and sales are misrepresented to 
circumvent the annual one million pound 
quota.

Fewer illegal set nets were located 
and seized in 96/97 than in any of the last ten 
years. The seasonal fishing o f gill nets and 
night-time fishing prohibition has allowed 
Enforcement Agents to closely monitor the 
movement o f nets on Louisiana waters.

Overall participation o f fishers 
involved in recreational and commercial 
fisheries in contacting the Department to 
report violations regarding illegal fishing has 
increased and greatly assisted the Division in 
apprehending and deterring violators.
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RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

I Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
-calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count, 
and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise iP , 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997 
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 

/"x of, this resolution.

Daniel jy'6a'bin/ Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

J a m #  
La% De 
Fishe

eifiptns^'Jr., Secretary 
rtment of Wildlife &



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 

open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 

of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 

the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 

Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 

westward to the Texas State Line,

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997 

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday, December 14, 

1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 

in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m., 

April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the 

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the

all to open at official sunrise 1997.



Daniel J. Babin

closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to

do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Chairman
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RESOLUTION

1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 
calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 
biological and technical data which indicates that 
marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 
shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 
during the time period from October fifteenth through the 
third Monday in December when there shall be no count, 
and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 
that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 
average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season by 
public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, to open 
statewide at official sunrise _____, 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore 
Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997 
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as 
described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain open 
until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission also
grants authority to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if 
biological and technical data indicate the need to do so 
or if enforcement problems develop.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997 
Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and made a part 
of this resolution.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman 
La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 

and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act which allows 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures 

to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open 

seasons each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 

open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 

of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 

the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 

Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 

western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 

westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise ____________, 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997 

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday, December 14, 

1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described 

in R.S. 56:495.1 A . (2), which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m., 

April 1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the 

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the



Daniel J. Babin

closing date if biological and technical data indicate the need to

do so or if enforcement problems develop.

Chairman



CONCUR

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERXE&

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) and 
R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedures Act which allows the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 
set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:497 which provides that the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission shall fix no less than two open seasons 
each year for all inside waters, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season to 
open as follows:

Zone 1, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
Mississippi State line westward to the eastern shore of South Pass 
of the Mississippi River, and

Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 
the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh 
Island, and

Zone 3, that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters from the 
western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 
westward to the Texas State Line,

all to open at official sunrise ____________, 1997.

The Commission also hereby sets the closing date for the 1997 Fall 
Inshore Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 1997 
except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, as described in 
R.S. 56:495.1 A. (2),which shall remain open until 6:00 a.m. April 
1, 1998. The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date 
if biological and technical data indicate the need to do so or if 
enforcement problems develop.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

J^mes/H. /enkins,Jr. 
Secretary



RESOLUTION

1997 Fall inshore Shrimp Season 
adopted by the

&

Louisiana wildlife and Fisheries Commission

D M E r

> 3 1 - ^ 1

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission to set no less than two shrimp seasons each 

calendar year for all inside waters by zone, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states the shrimp seasons shall be based on 

biological and technical data which indicates that 

marketable shrimp are available, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:498 provides the minimum legal count on white 

shrimp is 100 (whole shrimp) count per pound, except 

during the time period from October fifteenth through the 

third Monday in December when there shall be no count, 

and

WHEREAS, Historical and current biological sampling conducted by 

the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has indicated 

that white shrimp in all inshore shrimp zones will 

average 100 count minimum size or larger by mid August,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

does hereby set the 1997 Fall Inshore Shrimp 

Season by public notice in accordance with R.S. 56:497, 

to open statewide at official sunrise ____________ , 1997.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 

hereby set the closing date for the 1997 Fall Inshore 

Shrimp Season at official sunset Sunday December 14, 

1997 except in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds in Zone 1, 

as described in R.S. 56:495.1 A.(2), which shall remain 

open until 6:00 a.m. April 1, 1998. The Commission 

also grants authority to the Secretary of the Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries to change the closing date if



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1997 

Fall Inshore Shrimp Season is attached to and 

made a part of this resolution.

biological and technical data indicate the need to do so

or if enforcement problems develop.

Daniel J. Babin 
Chairman

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which 
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation” have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds not currently under lease, Bay Gardene, Hackberry 
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation 
will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortune and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking 
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on 
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas 
where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at

Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby given 

that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declare:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 

Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and the Sister 

Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before 

sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed 

for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 

River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997. 

The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 

Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 

Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 

if oyster mortalities are occurring, or to delay the season or 

close areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 

probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 

excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 

reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource

subsides.



f

6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 

one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open 

until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 

will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 

action.

Daniel J. Babin 

Chairman



I

y • RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which 
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed 
Grounds not currently under lease. Bay Gardene, Hackberry 
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation 
will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortune and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking 
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on 
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas 
where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or
closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel J. Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department 
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby given 

that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby declare:

1. The Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 

Bay Gardene Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and the Sister 

Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before 

sunrise September 3, 1997.

2. The Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will remain closed 

for the 1997/98 oyster season.

3. A designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 

River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997. 

The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 

Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 

Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

4. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 

if oyster mortalities are occurring, or to delay the season or 

close areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 

probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 

excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

5. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 

reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource 

subsides.



6. The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open 

one-half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open 

until one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

7. Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season 

will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 

action.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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RESOLUTION OF THE SECRETARY _ c g b
1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

August, 1997
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

V *

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which 
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking only area on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed
Grounds not currently under lease. Bay Gardene, Hackberry 
Bay, and Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservations will open 
one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation 
will remain closed for the 1997/98 oyster season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public 
grounds is generally Lake Fortune and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at 
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and that this sacking 
only area will open one-half hour before sunrise on 
September 3, 1997, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas 
where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

BE IT



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1998, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel Babin
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission

Jara^s'H'Vj^nkihaf' Jr.
Secretary, Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries



RESOLUTION

1997/98 Season on the Public Oyster Grounds 
Adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
August, 1997

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day, which 
in 1997 is September 3, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:4338 to mandate a sacking only area on the Public 
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of 
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed

open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation 
will remain closed for the 197/98 oyster season,

%
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public

grounds is generally Lake Fortune and Lake Machias to a 
line from Mozambique Pt. To Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department o
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities 
are occurring, or to delay the season or close areas 
where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended, and

0-v\



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu and Sabine 
Lake tonging areas will open one-half hour before sunrise 
on October 16, 1997 and remain open until one-half hour 
after sunset on April 30, 1998 ̂

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice of any opening, delaying or 
closing of a season will be made by public notice at 
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Daniel Babin James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Louisiana Wildlife and Secretary, Louisiana Department 
Fisheries Commission of Wildlife and Fisheries
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" .............. “ DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY ~

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under
the authority of R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:535.1 notice is hereby 
given that the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
declares:

Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently under lease, 
y Gardens Oyster Seed Reservation, Hackberry Bay, and 

3kke Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour 
before sunrise September 3, 1997.

-3 ^ . a  designated sacking only area east of the Mississippi 
River will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 3, 1997. 
The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally Lake 
Fortune and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. 
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet.

^  ^ . The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas 
if oyster mortalities are occurring,or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are 
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

b . The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to 
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource 
subsides.

V* The Calcasieu and Sabine Lake tonging areas will open one- 
half hour before sunrise on October 16, 1997 and remain open until 
one-half hour after sunset on April 30, 1998.

1 . Notice of any opening, delaying or closing of a season
will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such 
action.

Daniel Babin 
Chairman
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1997 Spring Shrimp Season
Zone 1

The shrimp season had a slow start in Zone 1. Very few shrimp were landed in 
the first week of the season and the size was small (80-100 and 100+ count per 
pound). As the season progressed catches began to improve, particularly in the lower 
portions of the Zone. Size remained small throughout the season as continued 
recruitment of brown shrimp was experienced until nearly the end of the season. The 
largest sizes harvested near the end of the season were in the 40-50 count range, with 
the majority still being 60-70 count.

Dealers submitted mixed reports, with some saying that landings were off as 
much as 50%, while others reported landing nearly twice as much as last year. This 
variability may be due to the concentrations of shrimp which seemed to be in the more 
southeasterly portion of the Zone. Most fishermen did well if they put forth a consistent 
effort. No big catches were reported, but catches were steady throughout the season 
and prices paid to the fishermen were high. Opening day price on 80-100 count shrimp 
was $.85, ending price was $1.00.

Zone 2
As in Zone 1, Zone 2 dealer reports were mixed. Preliminary landings figures 

show that catches may be as much as 20-30% lower than last year. Fishermen 
reported similar variations but overall they did well if they fished regularly. The only 
portion of Zone 2 to have a very poor season was the Vermilion Bay area. From the 
area around the Atchafalaya River west to Vermilion Bay, high river discharge virtually 
eliminated the production of brown shrimp.

Shrimp remained small throughout the season in Zone 2. Most shrimp were 80- 
100 count on opening day and soon fell to 100+ within a few days of the opening. 
Continued recruitment kept the size small with the largest count being 50-60 near the 
end of the season, although the majority were still 70-80 count.

High dockside prices helped to make this a fairly good season for fishermen in 
Zone 2. Opening day price for 80-100 count was $.80. The highest price paid for 80- 
100 count was $1.20, with the closing price being $1.00. Prices on all count sizes were 
very high this year and fishermen were pleased. Dealers and processors did have 
problems because of the high prices. Good seabob production early in the year and 
small size throughout the season caused a glut of small shrimp in storage. With prices 
holding up at the docks, dealers and processors found themselves paying high prices 
for a shrimp which they could not move quickly.



Zone 3
Department data showed that there was almost twice the number of brown 

shrimp as the average for the past 16 years. Unfortunately these shrimp were slow to 
grow and on opening day the average count per pound was 150-180. Few dealers 
were willing to buy these shrimp and those who did only paid $.20 per pound. 
Approximately 75,000 pounds of large white shrimp were landed in the first two days of 
the season with an estimated dockside value of $250,000.00. This was the only bright 
spot in an otherwise dismal season for Zone 3. Near the end of the season the brown 
shrimp were in the 100-120 count per pound range. Only during the last week of the 
season were some 80-100 and 70-80 count shrimp landed. Price for 80-100 count was 
$1.10 per pound when the season closed.

Overview
Although preliminary landings data will not be available until the end of August, 

from all indications the spring season will probably be classified as poor based on the 
pounds and size of shrimp landed. From the standpoint of the commercial fishermen, it 
might be classified good due to the prices paid at the dock and the money they earned 
for their catch. From the processing standpoint, it will probably be classified as poor 
based on the size of the shrimp processed and the poor market demand.
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ENFORCEM ENT CASE REPORT-.TULY 1997

REG IO N  I

TOTAL CASES-100 W .A.&REFUGES-2

39-Boating

14-Angling W /O  A License

3-Angling W /O  A License Non-Resident

38- Fishing W /O  Resident Pole License

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

, 2-Not A biding By Rules And Regs. On wma

1-Resisting An Officer

1-Littering

1-Refuse/M isrepresent Booking Inform ation 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 undersized black bass

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  1:

39- Boating 1-Littering 

56-Sport Fishing

4-Misc.
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REG IO N  2

TO TA L CASES-90 W . A . & REFI IGES-3

40-Boating

19-Angle W ithout A License

1-Angle W ithout A Non-Resident License

18-Fish W ithout Resident Pole License

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1-Taking O ver lim it Black Bass

1- H unting W ith An ATV O n A Public Road

3- Not A biding By Rules And Regulations O n W .A.

4- Exceed G eneral Speeding Law-Vehicle

2- L ittering 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 resident fishing license, 36 black bass 

TOTAL O F  EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  2:

40-Boating 2-Littering

40-Sports Fishing 15-Public Assistance

8-O ther
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REG IO N  3

TO TA L CASES-154 W .A.&REFIJGES-8

65-Boating

52-Angle W /O  License In  Possession 

7-Angle W /O  Non-Resident License In  Possession

1-Angle W /O  Cane Pole License

5- Take Illegal Undersize Black Bass

1- Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regulations

2- Take A lligator Closed Season

2-DWI-Vehicle

2-ReckIess O peration O f M otor Vehicle 

7-Crim inal Trespass O n State Property

2-Illegal Possession O f M arijuana

1-Operate ATV O n Public Road

6- L ittering

1-Passing In  No Passing Zone 

CONFISCATIONS:

10 black bass, 2 basic resident license

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:

65-Boating 

65-Sport Fishing

1-Commercial Fishing



REGION 3 CONT’D.
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2-Reptile and  Am phibian 1-Public Assistance

15-Other

6-Littering
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R EG IO N  4

TOTAL CASES-99 W .A.&REFIJGES-S

57-Boating

11-Angling W /O  A License 

15-Angling W /O  A Non-Resident License

9-Fishing W /O  Resident Pole License

2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. O n W .A.

1-Take O r Possess Game Fish Illegally

1- Use Illegal M esh Nets

2- Take O r Possess Undersize Commercial Fish

1-Take O r Possess Spotted Fawn 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 hoop nets w ith leads, 98 crappie, 12 freshw ater d rum , 160 yards of 2 inch seine. 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  4:

57-Boating 

37-Sport Fishing 

4-Com m ercial Fishing

1-Wildlife
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REG IO N  5

TOTAL CASES-28I W .A.&REEUGES-64

153-Boating

36-Angling W /O  A Resident License

12-Angling W /O  A Non-Resident License

3-Use G ear W /O  Recreational G ear License

2- Angling W /O  A Saltw ater License

1-Fail To Have Saltw ater Stamp

1-Take O r Possess Game Fish Illegally

1-Fail To Have Fish Intact

5- Take O r Possess Undersize Red D rum

6- Take O r Possess Undersize Black D rum

1-Possess O ver lim it O f Spotted Sea T rou t

3- Take O r Possess Over limit Black D rum

4- N ot Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish

1-Fail To Comply W ith C harter Boat Regs.

1- Take O r Sell Commercial Fish O r Bait Species

3-Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License

2- Use C rab  Traps W /O  Required M arkings

1-Destroy Legal C rabs Traps on Removing Contents

1- Set C rab  T raps In  Navigation Channels

2- Possess O r Sell Undersize Crabs
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I-  Traw ling In  Closed Season

I I- Not Abiding By Rules O r Regs. On Refuge 

8-Littering

7-O ther T han  W ildlife And Fisheries

1- H unt Squirrels Closed Season

7-Taking O r Possessing Alligator Closed Season

2- Possession O f Live Alligator W /O Perm it

2-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.

2-C rim inal Trespass

I -  Illegal Possession O f M arijuana 

CONFISCATIONS:

5 outboard  m otors, 3 alligators, 32 black drum , 14 red drum , 8 red  snapper, 12 king 

m ackerel, 28 spotted sea tro u t, 10 lbs. O f shrim p, 11 bream , 32 boxes of crabs-3200 lbs. , 

1 b ream  tra p , 5 grey squirrels, 2 rifles, m arijuana , 2-16 foot traw ls, 1-15 foot alum-weld 

boat.

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  5:

153-Boating 13-W.A. Rules 9-alligator

76-Sport Fishing 8-Littering

I I -  Com m ercial Fishing 10-Other

REGION 5 CONT’D.

1-Hunting
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REG IO N  6

TO TA L CASES-237 W .A .&REFIJGES-22

145-Boating

45-Angling W /O  A Resident License

2-Angling W /O  A Non-Resident License 

6-Fishing W /O  A Resident Pole License

1- Take/Possess Over Lim it O f Freshw ater Gamefish 

25-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2- Take O r Possess Undersize Black D rum

1-Fail To R eport Commercial Fisheries D ata

1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. O n Refuges

1-Use W ildlife M anagem ent Areas W ithout License O r Stam p

1-Resisting An Officer

1- Possession O f M arijuana

3- DW I

2- Littering

1-Theft

1-Possession O f Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season 

CONFISCATIONS:

67 black bass, 5 black drum , 14 dozen of crabs, 1 pack of cigarette w rappers, 1 bag of 

green, leafy vegetable m aterial, 1 doe deer, 197 crappie, 1 ice chest, 1 Coors Lite can.



TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  6:
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REGION 6 CONT’D.

145-Boating 2-Littering

81-Sport Fishing

1-Com m ercial Fishing

2-W .A. Regs.

6-O ther
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REG IO N  7

TO TA L CASES-259 W .A.&REFUGES-20

152-Boating

70-Fish W ithout Resident Recreational License

5-Fish W ithout Non-Resident Recreational License 

11-Fish W ithout Cane Pole License

1-AIIow A nother To Use License

10-DWI

10-No W ake Zone 

CONFISCATIONS: 

none.

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7:

152-Boating 

87-Sport Fishing

20-Other
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R EG IO N  8

TO TA L CASES-223 W .A.&REFIIOES-27

57-Boating

56-Angle W /O  A Basic License 

7-Angle W /O  Saltw ater License

1- Fail To Have Saltw ater Stam p As P er 56:13

6-Possess O ver The Lim it O f Red Drum  In Excess O f 27"

4-Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum

2- Take/Possess Undersized Speckled T rou t 

10-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

1- Possess O ver The Lim it O f Speckled T rou t

2- Take/Possess Over The Lim it O f Black D rum

1- N ot Abiding By Rules And Regs. F or Commercial Finfish 

6-Take O r Sell Commercial Species W /O  Commercial License

6- Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. For Finfish

7- Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License 

7-Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Vessel License

2- Buy Com m ercial Fish From  Unlicensed Fisherm an

2- Allow A nother To Use Commercial License

3- Perm it Unlicensed Person To O perate Com m ercial Vessel

3-Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial G ear

1-Take/Possess Oysters W /O  O yster H arvester’s License
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5-Possess O r Sell Undersized Crabs 

1-Fail To R eport Fisheries Data

4- Fail To Have W ritten Permission

1-Unlawfully Take Oysters From  State W ater Bottoms

5- Unlawfully Take Oysters From  A Private Lease

6- Take Oysters-Closed Season 

1-Take Alligators W /O  A License 

1-Take/Possess Alligators In Closed Season 

1-Illegal Possession O f Alligator Eggs O r Skins 

1-Possession O f Live Alligators W /O  A Perm it

10-Violation O f Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

3-Take Federally controlled Fish In  Closed Season 

CONFISCATIONS:

99 red  d rum , 49 speckled trou t, 32 red snapper, 10 white tro u t, 8 sac-au-Iait, 1,045 lbs. 

O f c rabs, 175 sacks of oysters, 55 lbs. O f shrim p sold for $49.50, 52 black drum , 9 

croakers, 71 flounder, 3 perch, 1 bass, 760 catfish, 2 alligator, 2 ice chests, 3 boats, 

assorted d ru g  paraphernalia .

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  8:

57-Boating 26-Oysters

95-Sport Fishing 4-Alligator

REGION 8 CONT’D.

41-Com m ercial Fishing
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SHRIMP ACTIVITY REPORT 

REGION S 

JULY 1997

COMPLAINTS

1. Zone 2 was closed most of the m onth. Portions of Zone 1 closed, bu t some rem ained 

open. No com plaints were received regarding illegal gear or closed season activity.

PATROLS

1. R egular patrols by boat have been continued. Several cases were m ade on shrim pers 

who w ere no t properly licensed. M ost shrim pers checked were in compliance. Shrim p 

effort was down due to lack of shrim p and closed w aters. O ur enforcem ent plane was 

down for alm ost the entire m onth due to p rop  problem s, which h u rt our ability to patro l 

outlying areas.

INQUIRIES

1. W e received num erous inquires for TED inform ation, which were referred  to the LSU 

Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries Agent G erald H orst.

2. W e received num erous calls regarding the shrim p season openings and  closings. As 

usual there  was m uch confusion due to parts  of Zone 1 being left open. M any of these 

calls requ ired  up to 5 minutes of explanation. We received a norm al am ount of calls
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regarding bait traw ls and other gear questions. There were also num erous calls regarding

the change back to  1-11/4" mesh for fall season

3 Citations were issued to shrimpers this month

2-No Com m ercial License

1-No Vessel License

1-No G ear License

Seized 33 lbs. O f shrim p sold for $49.50
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REGION 9

TOTAL CASES-307 W.A.&REFUGES-10

136-Boating

47-Angling W /O  A License 

1-Angling W /O  License Non-Resident

4-Fish W /O  Resident Pole License

1- Use G ear W /O  Rec. G ear License

6-Angling W /O  Saltw ater License

3- Angling W /O  Non-Resident Saltw ater License

4- Fail To Have Saltw ater Stamp

2- Possess O ver lim it O f Undersize F reshw ater Gamefish

13-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

5- Take Undersize Red Drum

4-Possess Undersize Speckled Trout

3- Possess Undersize Black Drum  

1-Possess O ver lim it O f Black Drum

1-Not A biding By Commission Rules Red Snapper

1-T ransport W /O  Required License

1-Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial License

6- Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License

4- Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

8-Possess C rabs In  Berry Stage



2- Use C rab  T raps W /O  Required M arkings 

1-AHow Another To Use Commercial License 

1-Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial G ear 

1-Use Illegal Length M esh Nets, Freshw ater (gill nets)

7-Possess Undersize Commercial H ard  C rabs

3- Sell Undersize Commercial H ard  C rabs

1-Fail To Comply W ith S hark  Perm it and R eport Rules

1- Take Com m ercial Fish W ithout Vessel License

4- Traw ling In  Closed Season Inside W aters

2- Traw ling Inside W aters W ith Oversized Double Rigs O ver 25 ft.

11-Use Skim mers In  Closed Season

2- Use F our Traw ls In  Two Trawl Area

1- Violate Shrim p Provisions

3- Taking Oysters From  Unapproved Area

3- Fail To Cull Oysters Im proper Location

2- Illegal Possession O f M arijuana

2- DW I

4- L ittering

3- O bstruction O f Justice 

1-Flight F rom  An Officer 

1-M isrepresent Booking Inform ation
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REGION 9 CONT’D.
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CONFISCATIONS:

25 sacks of oysters, 166 catfish released, 118 lbs. O f catfish sold for $53.10,1804 catfish, 

133 berry  crabs, 18 speckled trou t, 14 black drum , 40 black bass, 17 red drum , 1 bass, 1 

shark , 1700 lbs. O f crabs, 4 red snapper, 3 boats, 1 m otor, 2 butterfly nets, 14 skim m er 

nets, 6 traw ls, 2 crab  traps, 1 fish pan, 2 ice chests, 1 package of m arijuana, 2 m arijuana  

cigarettes, 1 pack of cigarette paper, 1 pack of cigarettes, 1 beer can, 7 drum  containers, 

1 com m ercial license, 2 commercial gear licenses, 1 copy of commercial gear license. 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  9:

136-Boating 

95-Sport Fishing 

37-Commercial Fishing 

20-Trawling 

6-Oysters

9-O ther

REGION 9 CONT’D.

4-Littering



S .W .E .P .

90 HOURS RUNNING TIM E 

134 BOATS CHECKED 

TOTAL CASES-19

8- Boating

1-Not A biding By Commission Rules And Regs.

1-No Com m ercial License In  Possession

4-Take Com m ercial Fish Rod and Reel License

4-No Com m ercial License W hile Rod and Reel In  Use 

1-Possession O f Boat W ithout Serial Num ber 

CONFISCATIONS:

$81.00 flounder sold, $573.00 for black drum  sold. 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR SW EP:

9- Boating
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10-Commercial Fishing
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OYSTER STRIK E FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-51

2- Boating

3- No W ritten  Permission To Fish O yster Lease

7- H arvester Log Book Not Filled O ut By H arvester

3- No Vessel T arp  To Cover Oysters

8- V iolation O f Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

6-Take O ysters D uring Closed Season From  State Seed Grounds 

6-Theft O f O ysters F rom  Private Lease

1-Failure To Tag Oysters P rio r To Removal From  Fishing Vessel 

1-Taking Oysters W ithout H arvester License 

1-Failure To R efrigerate Oysters In A Timely M anner

4- Take O ysters W ithout Vessel License 

1-Take O ysters W ithout G ear License

1-Use C rab  T rap  W ithout Required M arkings

3-Possess Undersize Black Drum  

1-Possess Undersize Red Drum

1- Take C rabs W ithout Recreational C rab T rap  License

2- Angling W ithout A Basic License 

CONFISCATIONS:

266 sacks o f oysters, 6 crab traps, 6 black drum , 1 red  drum .
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR OYSTER STRIKE FORCE:

2-Boating

49-Com m ercial Fishing
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT

TOTAL CASES-46

14-Boating

6-Angling W /O  A Basic License

2- Angling W /O  A Saltw ater License

1-Over lim it O f Red D rum  In Excess O f 27 inches

5-Fail To Have Fish Intact

5-Over lim it O f Spotted Sea Trout 

1-Possession O ver lim it O f Black Drum  

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In  Possession

3- O n Vessel W /O  Commercial License W hile Com m ercial Rod AND Reel In  Use 

1-No Com m ercial G ear License

1-No T ranspo rt License

1-Buy Com m ercial Fish From  Unlicensed Fisherm an 

1-Allow A nother To Use Commercial License 

1-Fail To R eport Commercial Fish Data 

1-Take/Possess Black D rum  W ithout Perm it 

1-O ther T han  Wildlife And Fisheries 

1-Flight F rom  An Officer 

CONFISCATIONS:

102 black drum  sold for $573.00, 3 pages of fishing license, 1 commercial license, 83 lbs.

O f tro u t filets, 71 flounders, 32 bull black drum , 70 lbs. O f black drum , 15 lbs. red  drum



TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT: 

14-Boating

8-Sport Fishing 

22-Commercial Fishing
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT CONT’D.

2-O ther
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STATEW IDE STRIK E FORCE 

TO TA L CASES-115

60-Boating

8-Angling W ithout A Basic License

7-Angling W ithout A License Non-Resident

3-Not A biding By Rules And Regs. O f Commission 

1-Contest F raud

3-Take/Possess Undersize Spotted Sea T rout

5-Possession O ver lim it O f Sea T rout 

1-On Vessel W ithout Commercial License

3- Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License

4- Possess C rabs In  B erry Stage 

1-Failure To M ark  C rab  Containers

1-Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Com m ercial G ear

1- Im properly  Riding O n Dock O r Gunwales

5- BUI

2- L ittering 

CONFISCATIONS:

96 berry  crabs, 14 speckled trou t, 4 bowfin, 4 red  snapper, 120 lbs. O f speckled tro u t, 11 

king m ackerel, 12 fresh w ater drum , 1-165 foot seine.



TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FO R SPECIAL STRIK E FORCE: 

60-Boating 

28-Sport Fishing 

20-Com m ercial Fishing

5-BUI
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2-Littering



TOTAL CASES___________ -1981
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TOTAL W .A . & REFUGES- 161



E N F O R C E M E N T  C A S E  R E P O R T
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ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-.TTTLY 1997

REGION I

TOT AT, CASES-100 W.A.&REFIJGES-2

39-Boating

14-Angling W /O  A License

3-Angling W /O  A License Non-Resident 

38-Fishing W /O  Resident Pole License 

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass 

, 2-Not A biding By Rules And Regs, on wma 

1-Resisting An O fficer 

1-Littering

1-Refuse/M isrepresent Booking Inform ation 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 undersized black bass

TOTAL O F I  )N  1:

56-Sport Fish

39-Boating

4-Misc.
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REG IO N  2

TOTAL CASES-90 W .A.&REEIIOES-3

40-Boating

19-Angle W ithout A License 

1-Angle W ithout A Non-Resident License 

18-Fish W ithout Resident Pole License 

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass 

1-Taking O ver lim it Black Bass

1- H unting W ith An ATV On A Public Road

3- N ot Abiding By Rules And Regulations O n W .A.

4- Exceed G eneral Speeding Law-Vehicle

2- L ittering 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 resident fishing license, 36 black bass 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REGION 2:

40-Boating

40-Sports Fishing 15-Public Assistance

8-O ther
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REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-154 W .A.&REFIJGES-8

65-Boating

52-Angle W /O  License In  Possession 

7-Angle W /O  Non-Resident License In  Possession 

1-Angle W /O  Cane Pole License

5- Take Illegal Undersize Black Bass

1- Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regulations

2- Take Alligator Closed Season

2-DWI-Vehicle

2-ReckIess O peration O f M otor Vehicle 

7-Crim inal Trespass O n State Property 

2-Illegal Possession O f M arijuana 

1-Operate ATV O n Public Road

6- L ittering

1-Passing In  No Passing Zone

Q •JCUi SCATIONS:

10 black bass, 2 basic resident license

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:

65-Boating 

65-Sport Fishing

1-Commercial Fishing
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REGION 3 CONT’D.

2-Reptile and  Am phibian 1-Public Assistance

15-Other

6-Littering
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REG IO N  4

TOTAL CASES-99 W -A.&REFUOES-5

57-Boating

11-Angling W /O  A License

15-Angling W /O  A Non-Resident License

9-Fishing W /O  Resident Pole License 

2-Not A biding By Rules And Regs. On W .A.

1-Take O r Possess Gam e Fish Illegally

1- Use Illegal M esh Nets

2- Take O r Possess Undersize Commercial Fish 

1-Take O r Possess Spotted Fawn 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 hoop nets w ith leads, 98 crappie, 12 freshw ater drum , 160 yards of 2 inch seine. 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REGION 4:

57-Boating 

37-Sport Fishing

4-Com m ercial Fishing

1-Wildlife
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REG IO N  5

TOTAL CASElS-281 W .A.&REFUGES-64

153-Boating

36-Angling W /O  A Resident License

12-Angling W /O  A Non-Resident License

3-Use G ear W /O  Recreational G ear License

2- Angling W /O  A Saltw ater License 

1-Fail To Have Saltw ater Stamp 

1-Take O r Possess Gam e Fish Illegally 

1-Fail To Have Fish In tact

5- Take O r Possess Undersize Red Drum

6- Take O r Possess Undersize Black D rum  

1-Possess O ver lim it O f Spotted Sea T rout

3- Take O r Possess O ver lim it Black D rum

4- Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish 

1-Fail To Comply W ith C harter Boat Regs.

1- Take O r Sell Commercial Fish O r Bait Species

3-Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License

2- Use C rab  T raps W /O  Required M arkings 

1-Destroy Legal C rabs Traps on Removing Contents

1- Set C rab  T raps In  Navigation Channels

2- Possess O r Sell Undersize Crabs
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I -  TrawIing In  Closed Season

I I -  Not Abiding By Rules O r Regs. O n Refuge 

8-Littering

7-O ther T han  W ildlife And Fisheries

1- H unt Squirrels Closed Season

7-Taking O r Possessing Alligator Closed Season

2- Possession O f Live Alligator W /O Perm it 

2-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.

2-Crim inal Trespass

1-Illegal Possession O f M arijuana 

CONFISCATIONS:

5 outboard  m otors, 3 alligators, 32 black drum , 14 red d rum , 8 red snapper, 12 king 

m ackerel, 28 spotted sea trou t, 10 lbs. O f shrim p, 11 bream , 32 boxes o f crabs-3200 lbs. , 

1 bream  tra p , 5 grey squirrels, 2 rifles, m arijuana , 2-16 foot traw ls, 1-15 foot alum-weld 

boat.

TOTAL O F  EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  5:

153-Boating 13-W.A. Rules 9-alligator

REGION 5 CONT’D.

76-Sport Fishing

11-Commercial Fishing 10-Other

. 1-Hunting
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REGION 6

TOTAL CASES-237 W .A.&REFUGES-22

145-Boating

45-Angling W /O  A Resident License 

2-Angling W /O  A Non-Resident License

6-Fishing W /O  A Resident Pole License

1- Take/Possess O ver Lim it O f Freshw ater Gamefish 

25-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2- Take O r Possess Undersize Black D rum  

1-Fail To R eport Commercial Fisheries D ata 

1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On Refuges

1-Use W ildlife M anagem ent Areas W ithout License O r Stam p 

1-Resisting An Officer 

1-Possession O f M arijuana

3-DWI

2-Litterin:

1-Possession O f Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season 

CONFISCATIONS:

67 black bass, 5 black drum , 14 dozen of crabs, 1 pack of cigarette w rappers, 1 bag of 

green, leafy vegetable m aterial, 1 doe deer, 197 crappie, 1 ice chest, 1 Coors Lite can.



TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  6: 

145-Boating 

81-Sport Fishing

1- Com m ercial Fishing

2- W .A . Regs.
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REGION 6 CONT’D.

6-O ther
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REG IO N  7

TOTAL CASES-259 W .A.&REFUGES-20

152-Boating

70-Fish W ithout Resident Recreational License

5-Fish W ithout Non-Resident Recreational License 

11-Fish W ithout Cane Pole License 

1-Allow Another To Use License

lU-INo W ake zone 

CONFISCATIONS: 

none.

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  7:

152-Boating

87-Sport Fishing

20-O ther
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REG IO N  8

TOTAL CASES-223 W .A-&REFIIGES-27

57-Boating

56-Angle W /O  A Basic License

7-Angle W /O  Saltw ater License

1- Fail To Have Saltw ater Stam p As Per 56:13

6-Possess O ver The Lim it O f Red D rum  In  Excess O f 27"

4-Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum

2- Take/Possess Undersized Speckled T rout

10-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

1- Possess O ver The Lim it O f Speckled Trout

2- Take/Possess O ver The Lim it O f Black D rum

1- Not A biding By Rules And Regs. For Commercial Finfish

6-Take O r Sell Commercial Species W /O  Com m ercial License

6- Not A biding By Rules And Regs. For Finfish

7- Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License

7-Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Vessel License

2- Buy Com m ercial Fish From  Unlicensed Fisherm an

2- AlIow Another To Use Commercial License

3- Perm it Unlicensed Person To O perate Com m ercial Vessel

3-Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial G ear 

1-Take/Possess Oysters W /O  Oyster H arvester’s License
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5-Possess O r Sell Undersized Crabs 

1-Fail To R eport Fisheries Data

4- Fail To Have W ritten  Permission

l-U nlaw fully Take Oysters From  State W ater Bottoms

5- Unlawfully Take Oysters From  A Private Lease

6- Take Oysters-CIosed Season 

1-Take Alligators W /O  A License
i

1-Take/Possess Alligators In  Closed Season 

1-IIlegaI Possession O f Alligator Eggs O r Skins 

1-Possession O f Live Alligators W /O A Perm it

10-Violation O f Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

3-Take Federally controlled Fish In  Closed Season 

CONFISCATIONS:

99 red  d rum , 49 speckled trou t, 32 red snapper, 10 white tro u t, 8 sac-au-Iait, 1,045 lbs. 

O f crabs, 175 sacks o f oysters, 55 lbs. O f shrim p sold for $49.50, 52 black drum , 9 

croakers, 71 flounder, 3 perch, 1 bass, 760 catfish, 2 alligator, 2 ice chests, 3 boats, 

assorted d rug  paraphernalia .

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  8:

57-Boating 26-Oysters

95-Sport Fishing 4-Alligator

REGION 8 CONT’D.

41-Com m ercial Fishing
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SHRIM P ACTIVITY REPO RT 

REGION 8 

JULY  1997

COM PLAINTS

1. Zone 2 was closed most of the m onth. Portions o f Zone 1 closed, bu t some rem ained 

open. No complaints were received regarding illegal gear or closed season activity.

PATROLS

1. R egular patrols by boat have been continued. Several cases were m ade on shrim pers 

who w ere not properly licensed. M ost shrim pers checked were in compliance. Shrim p 

effort was down due to lack of shrim p and closed w aters. O ur enforcem ent plane was 

down fo r alm ost the entire m onth due to prop problem s, which h u rt our ability to  patro l 

outlying areas.

INQUIRIES

1. We received num erous inquires for TED inform ation, which were referred  to the  LSU 

Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries Agent G erald H orst.

2. W e received num erous calls regarding the shrim p season openings and  closings. As 

usual there  was m uch confusion due to  parts o f Zone 1 being left open. M any of these 

calls requ ired  up to 5 m inutes of explanation. We received a norm al am ount of calls
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regarding bait traw ls and other gear questions. There were also num erous calls regarding

the change back to 1-11/4" mesh for fall season

3 Citations were issued to  shrim pers this m onth

2-No Com m ercial License

1-No Vessel License

1-No G ear License

Seized 33 lbs. O f shrim p sold for $49.50
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REGION 9

TOTAL CASES-307 W .A.& REFUGES-lft

136-Boating

47-Angling W /O  A License 

1-Angling W /O  License Non-Resident

4-Fish W /O  Resident Pole License

1- Use G ear W /O  Rec. G ear License

6-Angling W /O  Saltw ater License

3- Angling W /O  Non-Resident Saltw ater License

4- Fail To Have Saltw ater Stamp

2- Possess O ver lim it O f Undersize Freshw ater Gamefish

13-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

5- Take Undersize Red D rum

4-Possess Undersize Speckled Trout

3- Possess Undersize Black Drum  

1-Possess O ver lim it O f Black Drum

1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules Red Snapper

1-T ransport W /O  Required License

1-Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial License

6- Take Com m ercial Fish W /O  Commercial G ear License

4- Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

8-Possess C rabs In  B erry Stage



2- Use C rab  T raps W /O  Required M arkings 

1-AHow A nother To Use Commercial License 

1-Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial G ear 

1-Use Illegal Length Mesh Nets, Freshw ater (gill nets)

7-Possess Undersize Commercial H ard  C rabs

3- Sell Undersize Commercial H ard  C rabs

1-Fail To Comply W ith Shark  Perm it and R eport Rules

1- Take Com m ercial Fish W ithout Vessel License

4- Traw Iing In  Closed Season Inside W aters

2- Traw ling Inside W aters W ith Oversized Double Rigs O ver 25 ft.

11-Use Skim m ers In  Closed Season

2- Use F o u r Trawls In  Two Traw l Area 

1-Violate Shrim p Provisions

3- Taking Oysters From  Unapproved Area

3-Fail To Cull Oysters Im proper Location

Page (16)

REGION 9 CONT’D-

issession O f M arijuana

2-DW I

4-Litterin:

3-O bstruction O f Justice

1-Flight From  An Officer 

1-M isrepresent Booking Inform ation
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CONFISCATIONS:

25 sacks o f oysters, 166 catfish released, 118 lbs. O f catfish sold for $53.10,1804 catfish, 

133 berry  crabs, 18 speckled trou t, 14 black drum , 40 black bass, 17 red  d rum , 1 bass, 1 

shark , 1700 lbs. O f crabs, 4 red  snapper, 3 boats, 1 m otor, 2 butterfly nets, 14 skim m er 

nets, 6 traw ls, 2 crab  traps, 1 fish pan, 2 ice chests, 1 package of m arijuana, 2 m arijuana  

cigarettes, 1 pack of cigarette paper, 1 pack of cigarettes, 1 beer can, 7 drum  containers,

1 com m ercial license, 2 commercial gear licenses, 1 copy of commercial gear license. 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  9:

136-Boating 

95-Sport Fishing 

37-Com m ercial Fishing 

20-TrawIing

6-Oysters

REGION 9 CONT’D.

9-O ther
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S .W .E .P .

90 HOURS RUNNING TIM E 

134 BOATS CHECKED 

TOTAL CASES-19

8- Boating

1-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs.

1-No Com m ercial License In  Possession

4-Take Com m ercial Fish Rod and Reel License

4-No Com m ercial License W hile Rod and Reel In  Use 

1-Possession O f Boat W ithout Serial N um ber 

CONFISCATIONS:
/

$81.00 flounder sold, $573.00 for black drum  sold. 

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R SW EP:

9- Boating

10-Commercial Fishing
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-51

2- Boating

3- No W ritten  Perm ission To Fish O yster Lease

7- H arvester Log Book Not Filled O ut By H arvester

3- No Vessel T arp  To Cover Oysters

8- Violation O f Sanitary Code-Chapter 9

6-Take O ysters D uring Closed Season From  State Seed G rounds 

6-Theft O f O ysters F rom  Private Lease

1-Failure To Tag Oysters P rio r To Removal From  Fishing Vessel 

1-Taking Oysters W ithout H arvester License 

1-Failure To R efrigerate Oysters In  A Timely M anner

4- Take O ysters W ithout Vessel License 

1-Take Oysters W ithout G ear License

1-Use C rab  T rap  W ithout Required M arkings

3-Possess Undersize Black D rum  

1-Possess Undersize Red D rum

1- Take C rabs W ithout Recreational C rab T rap  License

2- Angling W ithout A Basic License 

CONFISCATIONS:

266 sacks of oysters, 6 crab  traps, 6 black drum , 1 red  drum .
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TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR OYSTER STRIKE FORCE: 

2-Boating

49-Commercial Fishing
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT

TOTAL CASES-46

14-Boating

6-Angling W /O  A Basic License

2- Angling W /O  A Saltw ater License

1-Over lim it O f Red D rum  In Excess O f 27 inches

5-Fail To Have Fish In tact 

5-Over lim it O f Spotted Sea Trout 

1-Possession Over lim it O f Black Drum  

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In  Possession

3- O n Vessel W /O  Commercial License W hile Commercial Rod AND Reel In  Use 

1-No Com m ercial G ear License

1-No T ranspo rt License

1-Buy Com m ercial Fish From  Unlicensed Fisherm an 

1-AIlow A nother To Use Commercial License 

1-Fail To R eport Commercial Fish Data 

1-Take/Possess Black D rum  W ithout Perm it 

1-Other T han  W ildlife And Fisheries 

1-Flight F rom  An Officer 

CONFISCATIONS:

102 black drum  sold for $573.00, 3 pages of fishing license, 1 commercial license, 83 lbs. 

O f tro u t filets, 71 flounders, 32 bull black drum , 70 lbs. O f black drum , 15 lbs. red  drum
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT CONT’D.

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT: 

14-Boating

8-Sport Fishing 

22-Commercial Fishing

2-O ther
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STATEW IDE STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-115

60-Boating

8-Angling W ithout A Basic License

7-Angling W ithout A License Non-Resident

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. O f Commission 

1-Contest F raud

3-Take/Possess Undersize Spotted Sea T rout

5-Possession O ver lim it O f Sea Trout 

1-On Vessel W ithout Commercial License

3- Take Com m ercial Fish W /O Commercial G ear License

4- Possess C rabs In  B erry Stage 

1-Failure To M ark  C rab  Containers

1-Perm it Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial G ear 

1-Im properly Riding O n Dock O r Gunwales

5-BUI

rittmng

CONFIi IONS:

96 berry  crabs, 14 speckled trou t, 4 bowfin, 4 red  snapper, 120 lbs. O f speckled tro u t, 11 

king m ackerel, 12 fresh w ater drum , 1-165 foot seine.



Page (24)

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE; 

60-Boating 

28-Sport Fishing

20-Com m ercial Fishing
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TOTAL CASES___________ -1981

TOTAL W .A . & REFUGES- 161



185-Amph. - 61092 
Hrs. - 17.5

Enforcement Hours 
Other Divisions

ENFORCEMENT AVIATION REPORT 
JULY. 1997

185-Float - 70365 210
Hrs.

38.3
11.0

9467Y 
- 31.8

Total Plane Use 49.3 Hrs



1997 D e c e m b e r 1997

Sunday Monday Tuesday W ednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

i 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31



SCHEDULE FOR FINAL RULES TO BE PUBLISHED IN STATE REGISTER

AUGUST-97 RULE - Black Bass, Atchafalaya Basin Complex 
RULE - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal Agreement

SEPT-97 RULE - Non-Resident Duck Stamp Fee
RULE - Black Bass Regulations, Daily Take & Size 
Limits, John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir

NOV-97 RULE - Waddill Wildlife Refuge 
RULE - 1998 Turkey Hunting

o RULE - Oyster Lease Moratorium for New Acreage
RULE - Daily Take, Possession & Size Limits Set by 
Commission, Reef Fish



H

M jti M M 8 
O  O  H  M  O

M to H M
n

g> M rn hQ »o -flSS

« o B 8 _
•s pj n  •q -  n  x  o  w a  n  o  S q M o  bj 'q o  a  m h .. x  bj a  w w

" S g g g
^ m a

iSl• w

s

M o z 3
W X  O  H

o n o 3 h o o 3
H  2  W  H

B a «
p EEw a n e  m o M R h w w
w o w
1 8 ° 1
a s w
o  o aZ W i

1
1
1

II
II
II

*
1 II o1 H II H >

O  H 1 O  O  O  O  H  O  © o  o o o o o o o u n o o O II o  o  o  o xk ©1 II M - J
1 It M
1 11 o

II H
1 II n1 II w  G

II vo »
1 II vo to
1
1

II
II

- j  w

1 <y> </> II </> H  w1 w t o II to o1 v > - II s■V> 1 oo un 03 II 03 o  o
< /H />  NJ 1 -</>-V>-V>-V>-V> </>■(/> </></> </>■(/>-V>V>-V>-V> t o  03 H II < n o > < n  h > - J  2
O  U1 O 1 o  o  o  o  o  o  o © o O O O O O O O J f ^ H II © © O H s1 • ................................. • • • • • • • • • • II o uj a
o  o  o 1 o  o  o  ©  o  ©  © o  o O O O O O O H O X ■o II 0  0  0 - 0 H
o  o  o 1 o  o  o  ©  t o  o  © o  o O O O O O O t - * ~ J H II ©  ©  o  w —,

1 1 1 1 II H
1 II vo
1 II vo
1
1
1

II
II
II

- J

1
1

II
II

*

1 II o
II >1 (-* II H w ©

O  H 1 O  O  O  O  H  ©  © ©  © o o o o o o u n o o o II ©  o  ©  © M -0
1 II Ul
1 II o  w
1 II H  H
1 II w1 II W  O
1 II vo >
1 II vo r
1 II - J
1
1

II
II

1 -v> <A II </> 3  g1 H to II t o
1 </> ' II o

•v> 1 03 un ® II ro > -J H</></> M 1 •UX/H/WA </>•(/></> </></></> <SHSKJ> t o  CO H II </></>-CA H 3 -S. O
O  U1 O 1 ©  ©  ©  ©  o  ©  o © o O O O O O O W i k H II O  O  O  H* o UJ• • • 1 • • • • • « ■ • • II w  o
o  o  o 1 o  o  © o  o  o  © © o O O O O O O H C T V -0 II 0  0  0 - 0 >
o  o  o 1 o  © © © t o  © © © © O O O O O O h - ‘ -O H II © © © h-1 H  H

1 1 1 1 II vo n
1 II vo
1
1
1

II
II
II

- J

1
1

II
II

*
1 w  t o Ul II UJ n
1 II >
1 VO to e .  w Ul II H  UJ H  UJ w

un i <n t o  o  un i-t H W  U) VO 00 VO ro II A  uu u j  r o w
H  <T\ ' i O  H  O  <T> <?> t o  03 w  t o H r o ^ e ^ - o t o H m ■o II 00 W  UJ -0 CO

i II H
i 11 II zi II II n
i II II w
i II II ©  "0
i _ II -o 4
i </> II </» II <A H
1 H to II t o u i  o

II <n </></> II ■CA H  Z
</> 1 II < n  H  <n </>•(/> V> H  UJ o II <A t o  t o -s.

•V> H 1 II t o  </> H  UM/> ~J H  H - tZ M A  OX ox II - 0  <JX<A OX H  ^
K> H 1 II t o  H  t o  U) (J\ ®  O  03 - l  H  - 0  O ~J II H  VO UJ to vo o

II II > vo
■O O 1 CO II Co </> w  xo m  un </></> ■ ( A t O O X ^ H O X O X H ro II vo r o  u j  uo - o  o

•V> Ch it^ 1 - J II •V> CT\ un VO H  VO w H  Ul u i u n o ^ u n H r o - o o II un ox t o  vo o >
O  O  O 1 W II O  ~J  00 VO UJ to ©  un O X l t ^ H V O O U U r f x O X II H  vn un

II • • • • « ■ • • • II wo  h  <n . . ■ cn II o  un vo t o  (Jv ox t o  o - J o f e t f k u n t o c x v o r o II t o  »  ©  o
O  CTl - 0 1 CO II O  K  ©  ^  ^  H  VO t o  o u n v o v o u n M - o w - o w II

II
II
II

H  un o  -o

* 1
1

521U
 

L
O

U
ISIA

N
A

 D
EPA

R
TM

EN
T 

O
F W

IL
D

L
IF

E
 

A
N

D
 

F
IS

H
E

R
IE

S
 

D
A

T
E

: 
l-A

U
G

-1
9

9
7

C
IV

IL
 

R
E

S
T

IT
U

T
IO

N
 A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
 

R
E

PO
R

T



I
*
*

§

< H H H " H
M O O C O i n w i o m u i  o

H S3 S3 i i i i i i i ̂ 3
S  • H
M H O w h h h  O
B l g 2 a i C D U i K ) k o e > u ) 2
P l O P I ' - n o o o o o o

S3S3lBCfltoMWWWM MM a

#*■ H H00 -J N) ~J ~J H
U1 C T t H M O O C O t U U l W V O H O

IIIIIIIIIIII
-V> II </>•</>U1 II ■(/> H H-M-M </>
kO II * 1  O  VI  U1 H  -V> H  -V>
~»i i i L n < o e » H ~ j  u i o h» II s ~ ~ -  /̂> -  •» >
CTX I I V 1 ^ 0 N - » J U I U I ~ J W  l » < z >
O  II U 1 0 > 0 > W ^ t - J i S O L n  iC  ̂-</>
O  II C 0 U ) U i i t > - « l 0 0 » t V 0 C T \ < 0 O

o  ii ( o - j u o u i o o m c o - j m o
o  ii t u c x ' U u i u i o o L n o o o

n n
>  H  l-» H  >
M ® V ' t o v o m u i  Z  
P I H H H H H H H  
M  2i I I l i I l O 
M  4tn w H H H Zoxmuiwtomw® 
► ^ L n o o o o o o p ]

ISSSIEEEi
M M M M M M M O

8 H
P 8

m
H  VI  H  HU)ou>W'«ioro<oe>viu>

</>H

Ck
®
UJ
<Ti
GO

II </> II H II *
II to  
II VI II U> II •
II II II 
It 
II

</>
H - V >
VI  t O 4Z>< / > * >  V K / > < / >  
V O t O - J C O - O O l - O H

~ J  O O O t O C T x i t k t O - O - O H  *k-V»HVi'0>St00\H*kM
t o o r o - o - J t o t o w H t o v i
V l O ^ t O O V O - O U W V I V i  

II. M O t O X O V I H r o U l t O V t t O

L
5

2
1

U
 

L
O

U
ISIA

N
A

 D
EPA

R
TM

EN
T 

O
F W

IL
D

L
IF

E
 

A
N

D
 

F
IS

H
E

R
IE

S
 

D
A

T
E

: 
1

-A
U

G
-1997

C
IV

IL
 

R
E

S
T

IT
U

T
IO

N
 

A
C

T
IV

IT
Y

 
R

E
PO

R
T



MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT
P E R IO D N O . C A S E S A M O U N T C R E D IT  F O R  N O . C A S E S  A M O U N T D IS C O U N T S P e rc e n t

A S S E S S E D A S S E S S E D S A L E  G O O D S P A ID P A ID T A K E N D o lla r*  P a id  C aeca  P a id

F IS C A L  Y E A R  199 3 -9 4

J u ly ,  1993 2 5 2 1 , 0 3 9 ( 9 ,7 7 8 ) 2 9 4 ,8 5 5 2 ,5 4 5

A u g .,  1993 53 4 4 ,9 2 2 ( 1 ,1 3 7 ) 4 1 7 ,9 5 0 3 ,6 0 3

S e p t., 1993 4 2 1 3 7 ,6 3 5 ( 1 7 ,9 3 8 ) 3 5 6 ,7 8 3 3 ,0 4 8

O c t.,  1993 4 9 2 1 ,4 7 1 ( 1 1 ,2 8 2 ) 4 0 3 ,2 8 5 1 ,5 1 9
N o v .,  1993 5 7 3 1 ,2 0 7 ( 1 3 ,2 6 0 ) 3 2 3 ,0 5 3 2 ,8 4 5

D e c .,  1993 53 1 3 ,7 7 7 2 7 6 ,5 0 7 6 ,7 1 3

Je n .,  1994 3 8 1 8 ,9 1 8 3 2 4 ,4 2 3 2 ,8 3 1

F e b ,  1994 6 8 3 8 ,1 3 1 ( 8 ,2 3 8 ) 4 6 9 ,1 2 4 5 ,9 9 3

M * f ,  1994 3 8 2 2 ,7 3 9 ( 2 ,4 8 2 ) 51 1 0 ,8 5 4 6 ,7 9 6

A p ri l ,  1994 14 4 4 ,7 3 2 ( 1 ,4 0 4 ) 2 7 7 ,3 0 7 4 ,6 3 2

M iy ,  1994 1 0 4 ,5 0 4 ( 1 6 5 ) 7 5 ,4 4 7 3 ,8 0 8

Ju n e , 1994 2 9 2 6 ,1 6 7 ( 2 ,9 8 6 ) 12 1 ,8 8 6 1 ,2 1 4

T o te lF Y  1994 4 7 6 4 2 5 , 2 4 2 ( 6 8 ,6 7 0 ) 3 7 9 7 1 ,4 7 4 4 5 ,5 4 7 2 7 .5 % 7 9 . 6 %

F IS C A L  Y E A R  1994 -95

J u ly ,  1994 17 2 ,1 2 7 ( 3 3 5 ) 2 3 2 ,1 0 1 1 ,4 3 7

A u g , 1994 41 9 6 ,4 0 3 ( 3 ,0 3 5 ) 2 0 1 ,0 1 0 6 0 5

S e p t ,  1994 3 4 1 4 ,6 1 4 ( 1 4 ,0 0 2 ) 2 6 2 ,5 9 6 2 ,3 4 2

O c t , 1994 9 4 1 7 ,4 2 6 ( 8 ,6 7 7 ) 3 8 2 ,9 2 2 3 ,1 7 9

N o v ,  1994 4 3 1 0 3 ,5 9 2 4 5 3 ,9 9 2 2 ,8 0 3

D e c ,  1994 6 8 3 1 ,4 0 0 3 5 4 ,3 1 5 2 ,3 2 9

J e n ,  1 9 9 ) 5 5 2 7 ,6 0 1 5 2 7 ,4 9 3 4 ,9 2 1

F e b ,  1993 7 0 6 1 ,1 1 9 41 6 ,4 7 2 3 ,9 7 3

M e r ,  1995 31 2 5 ,0 7 2 4 4 8 ,3 1 5 4 ,7 3 7

A p r ,  1995 13 1 5 ,3 5 3 16 3 ,5 6 5 1 ,5 3 8

M t y ,  1995 23 1 1 ,6 3 2 16 4 ,3 1 5 6 5 4

J u n e  1995 4 5 3 1 ,0 0 8 18 2 ,6 3 0 1 ,0 2 5

T o ta l  F Y  1995 5 3 4 4 3 7 ,3 4 7 ( 2 6 ,0 4 9 ) 3 7 4 4 9 , 7 2 6 2 9 ,5 4 3 1 8 .1 % 7 0 .0 %

FI C A L  Y E A R  19 9 5 -9 6

Ju ly , 1995 0 0

A u g ,  1993 4 6 1 7 ,4 2 5 2 7 9 ,0 2 8 1 ,7 2 9

S e p t .  1995 1 1 25 21 3 ,0 9 3 2 ,0 4 9

O c t , 1995 1 2 2 2 0 6 , 2 4 4 2 9 2 ,7 2 0 1 ,1 6 1

N o v , 1995 5 5 2 3 ,1 2 4 6 2 1 0 ,1 5 1 6 ,3 8 3

D e c ,  1995 5 0 1 8 ,6 0 7 3 2 4 ,7 8 1 2 ,8 0 3

J e n ,  1996 4 9 1 3 ,8 1 5 ( 1 5 ,2 9 6 ) 3 6 5 ,2 9 7 3 ,4 7 3

F e b ,  1996 5 0 1 4 ,7 1 7 3 8 5 ,7 7 8 3 ,4 1 7

M e r ,  1996 3 3 2 4 ,9 3 7 3 6 6 ,0 3 5 3 ,4 2 2

A p r ,  1996 3 0 1 1 ,0 0 7 3 6 7 ,1 7 3 2 ,7 1 2

M e y ,  1996 2 3 7 ,9 8 9 2 4 3 ,9 4 2 2 ,0 2 0

J u n e  1996 5 0 2 2 ,1 5 1 16 2 ,7 9 0 1 ,1 8 2

T o te ! F Y  1996 5 0 9 3 6 0 ,1 4 1 ( 1 5 ,2 9 6 ) 3 5 7 6 0 ,7 8 7 3 0 ,3 5 0 2 5 . 3 % 7 0 .1 %

F IC A L  Y E A R  199 5 -9 6

Ju ly , 1996 4 0 7 1 ,8 9 4 3 2 5 ,2 5 0 2 ,9 4 8

A u g ,  199 6 3 2 5 ,3 6 3 3 2 6 ,2 5 5 3 ,7 8 4

S e p t ,  1996 41 7 ,2 1 0 2 9 2 ,2 6 0 1 ,3 2 7

O c t ,  1996 2 9 1 1 ,0 9 3 2 5 3 ,6 9 8 2 ,2 6 2

N o v ,  1996 2 0 1 0 ,0 0 9 2 2 1 ,6 2 5 6 9 8

D e c ,  1996 13 2 3 8 ,4 6 6 2 2 5 ,8 7 7 2 ,1 2 2

J a n ,  199 7 2 7 1 1 ,7 5 5 17 4 ,3 9 3 2 ,3 7 7

F e b ,  1997 4 7 1 8 ,5 2 1 4 2 8 ,5 8 0 5 ,5 5 3

M e r ,  1997 2 6 1 3 ,4 3 4 2 7 5 ,0 0 0 2 ,7 5 8

A p r ,  1997 10 2 ,9 0 9 15 2 ,3 2 3 1 ,2 9 9

M e y ,  1997 2 0 1 1 ,6 8 3 15 5 ,1 9 9 1 ,3 9 9

J u n e  199 7 5 8 .0 3 7 10 2 ,3 3 5 7 6 5

T o ta l F Y  1997 3 1 0 4 1 0 ,3 7 3 0 2 8 8 5 2 ,7 9 4 2 7 ,2 9 0 1 9  5 % 9 2 . 9 %

F IC A L  Y E A R  1 9 9 7 - 9 8

J u ly ,  1997 10 2 ,8 1 2 8 1 ,5 8 5 8 2 3

A u g , 1997

S e p t ,  1997

O c t , 1997

N o v ,  1997

D e c ,  1997

J e n ,  1998

F e b ,  1991

M a r ,  1998

A p r ,  1998

M e y ,  1998

J u n e  1998

T o te ] F Y  1998 10 2 ,8 1 2 0 8 1 ,5 8 5 8 2 3 8 5 . 6 % 8 0 .0 %



Louisiana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary

97-185a

CONTACT
504/765-2923

8/4/97

AUGUST COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA REVISED 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has revised the agenda for its next regular meeting, 
scheduled for 10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 7,1997. The public meeting is scheduled to convene at Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, in Baton Rouge.

The revised agenda follows.
1. Roll call.
2. Approval of minutes of July 8, 1997, Commission meeting.

3. Declaration of Emergency: non-resident fishing license fees.
4. Declaration of Emergency: either sex-hunting in Caldwell, Franklin and portions of 

Catahoula and Concordia parishes.
5. Declaration of Emergency: set 1997-98 hunting season dates for dove, snipe, rail, 

woodcock, gallinules and teal.
6. Declaration of Emergency: set pheasant hunting season dates.
7. Announcement of tentative 1997-98 hunting season dates for ducks, coots and geese.

8. Public comments: 1998 spring turkey hunting seasons proposals.
9. Rule ratification: black bass regulations —  Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde 

complex.
10. Rule ratification: Toledo Bend Reservoir reciprocal agreement.
11. Commission report to Legislature on red drum and spotted seatrout.
12. Declaration of Emergency: set 1997 fall shrimp season.
13. Declaration of Emergency: set oyster season.
14. Report on 1997 spring shrimp season.
15. Enforcement and Aviation reports/July.

16. Division reports:
a. CITES report.

17. Set December 1997 meeting date.

18. Public comments.

19. Adjourn. -30-



August 4, 1997 

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED: f tf'

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10s00 A M .  on Thursdayf August 7. 1997r at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997

3. Declaration of Emergency - Non-Resident Fishing License 
Fees

4. Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

5. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season 
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

6. Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season 
Dates

7. Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for 
Ducks, Coots & Geese

8. Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

9. Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya 
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex

10. Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal 
Agreement

11. Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout

12. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997 Fall Shrimp Season

13. Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season

14. Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season

15. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

16. Division Reports 
a. CITES Report

17. Set December 1997 Meeting Date

18. Public Comments

19. Adj ourn



Louisiana Department of W ildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary
97-185

AUGUST COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULED

CONTACT
504 /765-2923

8/1/97

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday, 

Aug. 7,1997, at 10 a.m. The meeting is scheduled to convene at Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, in Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.
1. Roll call.
2. Approval of minutes of July 8, 1997, Commission meeting.
3. Declaration of Emergency: either sex-hunting in Caldwell, Franklin and portions of 

Catahoula and Concordia parishes.
4. Declaration of Emergency: set 1997-98 hunting season dates for dove, snipe, rail, 

woodcock, gallinules and teal.
5. Declaration of Emergency: set pheasant hunting season dates.
6. Announcement of tentative 1997-98 hunting season dates for ducks, coots and 

geese.

7. Public comments: 1998 spring turkey hunting seasons proposals.
8. Rule ratification: black bass regulations —  Atchafalaya Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde 

complex.
9. Rule ratification: Toledo Bend Reservoir reciprocal agreement.
10. Commission report to Legislature on red drum and spotted seatrout.
11. Declaration of Emergency: set 1998 fall shrimp season.
12. Declaration of Emergency: set oyster season.
13. Report on 1997 spring shrimp season.
14. Enforcement and Aviation reports/July.

15. Division reports:

a. CITES report.
16. Set December 1997 meeting date.

17. Public comments.
18. Adjourn. -30-



Jam es H . Je n k in s , Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fiskeries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

August 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman & Members of Commission

FROM: Susan Hawkins

SUBJECT: Red Drum & Spotted Seatrout Reports

The attached reports correspond to agenda item #10 for the 
upcoming August 7 Commission Meeting. If additional information is 
needed, please let me know.

sch

Attachments

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Jam es H . Je n k in s , Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800,

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

July 30, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Hunting Regulations Committee 

Susan Hawkins^XS>^7x

SUBJECT: Committee Meeting

Committee Chairman Perry Gisclair has called a meeting of the 
Hunting Regulations Committee for Thursday, August 7, 1997 at 8:30 
A.M. in the Fourth Floor Conference Room. The meeting is to 
discuss the various hunting season dates, bag limits, etc. that 
will be presented during the regular Commission Meeting.

Please let us know if you will not be attending. Thank you.

sch

cc: Daniel Babin
James Jenkins, Jr.
Johnnie Tarver 
Hugh Bateman

An Equal Opportunity Employer



July 29, 1997 

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED: / /j\y\______________

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING/

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10:00 A M .  on Thursday. August 7, 1997r at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997

3. Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

4. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season 
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

5. Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season 
Dates

6. Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for 
Ducks, Coots & Geese

7. Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

8. Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya 
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex

9. Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal 
Agreement

10. Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout

11. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

12. Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season

13. Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season

14. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

15. Division Reports 
a. CITES Report

16. Set December 1997 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

18. Adjourn



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

July 29, 1997
MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secret

Chairman and Members of Commi

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda l

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M. 
on Thursday,. August 7. 1997 f in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

4. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season 
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

5. Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season 
Dates

6. Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for 
Ducks, Coots & Geese

7. Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

8. Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya 
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Commission Meeting 
July 29, 1997

9. Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal 
Agreement

10. Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout

11. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

12. Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season

13. Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season 
WINTON VIDRINE

14. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

15. Division Reports 
a. CITES Report

16. Set December 1997 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

JHJ:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion 
Johnnie Tarver 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Division Chiefs



C O V E R

FAX
S H E E  T

To: Danny Babin

Fax #: 504-563-4202

Subject: August Commission Meeting

Date: July 29, 1997

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Please review the attached and call me. Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P.O.Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

1

504-765-2806 
Fax: 504-765-0948



MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: August Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M. 
on Thursday. August 7. 1997 r in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

, 1997

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of July 8, 1997 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Declaration of Emergency - Either Sex Hunting-Caldwell, 
Franklin, portions of Catahoula & Concordia Parishes

4. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1997-98 Hunting Season
Dates for Dove, Snipe, Rail, Woodcock, Gallinules & Teal

5. Declaration of Emergency - Set Pheasant Hunting Season
Dates

6. Announce Tentative 1997-98 Hunting Season Dates for 
Ducks, Coots & Geese

7. Public Comments - 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Season
Proposals

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

8. Rule Ratification - Black Bass Regulations, Atchafalaya 
Basin-Lake Verret-Palourde Complex
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Commission Meeting 
, 1997

9. Rule Ratification - Toledo Bend Reservoir Reciprocal 
Agreement

10. Commission Report to Legislature on Red Drum and Spotted 
Seatrout

11. Declaration of Emergency - Set 1998 Fall Shrimp Season

12. Declaration of Emergency - Set Oyster Season

13. Report on 1997 Spring Shrimp Season 

W1NTON VIDRINE

14. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/July

15. Division Reports —

16. Set December 1997 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

JHJ:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion 
Johnnie Tarver 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Division Chiefs



Rice, Carolyn
From: C a la is ,  P a u la
Sent: T u e s d a y ,  Ju ly  08 , 1 9 9 7  1 :5 3  PM
To: C ouvillion , R o n a ld ; G re e s o n ,  C a th y ; L a m e n d o la , C ra ig
Cc: P u c k e tt ,  D on ; R ice , C a ro ly n ; B a te m a n , H u g h ; S c a l la n , F ra n ; F o o te ,  K a ren ; K e e s , W y n n e tte ;

J o h n s o n ,  K athy ; S o n ia t ,  Lyle; B o w m a n , Philip 
Subject: C o m m iss io n  M e e tin g  A g e n d a  - A u g u s t  7 , 1 9 9 7

P le a s e  s e n d  to  S u s a n  H a w k in s  by  F rid ay , Ju ly  18 a n y  a g e n d a  ite m s  y o u r  o ffice  m a y  h a v e  fo r th e  Thursday, 
A ugust 7th C o m m is s io n  m e e tin g .
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James H. Jenluns, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800 

July 21,1997

M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Johnnie Tarver, Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife

FROM: Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda, August 7,1997

August Commission meeting agenda items:

1. Declaration of Emergency, set 1997-98 dates for dove, snipe, rail, woodcock, gallinule, 
and September teal hunting seasons - Mike Olinde

2. Declaration o f Emergency, set dates for pheasant hunting season - Mike Olinde

3. Announce tentative 1997-98 hunting season dates for ducks, geese, and coots - Robert 
Helm

4. Public Hearing, 1998 Spring turkey hunting season proposals.

Johnnie, we can discuss our waterfowl (ducks and goose) season dates next week if you 
want to? The Commission Chairman had suggested that they (Hunting Regulations Committee) 
might want to discuss dates also. I need to let him know what we will be recommending. Time 
is running short to do this.

HAB:sd

cc: Tommy Prickett
Dave Morrison 
Mike Olinde 
Robert Helm m  2 i

f'K WU.CUFE 
«iii .ARV

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Jam es H . Je n k in s , Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

M .J. "M ike" F oster, Jr.
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries and d)ncidential Assistant

James H. Jr., Secretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have 
for the .Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

-  L J b  lA J 2 A M f  -
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Jam es H. Je n k in s , Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

M J .  "M ike" F oster, Jr.
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of WiLtflife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries and Ohncidential Assistant

James H. J(en: £,jJr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday. July 18 any agenda items your office may have 
for the .Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation \ \

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote ̂  
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman
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Jam es H . Je n k in s , J
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

M J .  "M ike" F oster, Jr.
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Deputy Secretary, (gndersecretary%) Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife^ Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries and O'snfidential Assistant

James H. jfenlji/f5, Jr. , Secretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have 
for the Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation! ,

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

1

jA
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Jam es H . Je n k in s , Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 1, 1997

M .J. "M ike" F oster, Jr. 
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries and “tibniidential Assistant

James H. JtenJdlnp, ] Jr. , Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have 
for the .Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

c j # ?

A n Equal O pportunity  Employer



Jam es H . Je n k in s , Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M .J. "M ike" F oster, Jr.

Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

July 7, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of WiLdlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of

)ntfidential Assistant

James

Fisheries and 

H. j(enlgi

Commission Meeting Agenda - August 7, 1997

Secretary

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Friday, July 18 any agenda items your office may have 
for the .Thursday, August 7th Commission Meeting to be held in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 
Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on August 7th. 
If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return memo and 
indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add anything to 
the agenda that requires commission action after we have published 
the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
Phil Bowman

A n Equal O pportunity  Employer



August 2, 1997
Mr. Joseph P. Cormier 
LWFC
Lafayette, La.
Dear Mr. Cormier,

DHH has issued "Mercury Advisories" for some La. water- 
bodies in which certain fish species have mercury levels of 
.5 ppm or greater. In those areas, pregnant women, breast
feeding women and children under seven years old are advised 
to reduce their consumption of the affected fish species to 
levels considered safe by DHH. Because mercury levels 
increase with age and size of fish, DHH also urges as a 
general precaution that people "eat the smaller fish and 
avoid eating the larger fish."

Although the test for mercury is done on tissue from 
groups of different length fish, the final number in ppm 
mercury used to decide whether to issue an advisory is from a 
mixture of all length classes. If this average is .5 ppm 
mercury or greater, an advisory is issued for the waterbody 
the fish came from.

A problem arises by using the average ppm mercury as the 
determinant for advisory status. This is because in the 
great majority of cases, the higher levels of mercury in the 
larger fish are "brought down" by the lower levels in the 
smaller fish to give an average below the advisory level. Yet 
an angler's catch in this "non-advisory" area might consist 
mostly of large fish whose mercury level is .5 ppm or greater 
(above the advisory level) and he or she will be unaware of 
the situation.

However, three factors exist which diminish the effects 
of the above problem. The first is that in all areas of the 
state, most people who catch fish to eat prefer smaller fish. 
The second is that most fishermen are more likely to catch 
smaller fish. The third is that in most of the state, no DWF 
regulations exist to tell people what size fish they are 
allowed to harvest.

But the thousands of bass fishermen who now fish the 
areas affected by Hurricane Andrew, as well as the thousands 
who fish Toledo Bend, are presently deprived of harvesting 
smaller, safer fish due to a 14 in. minimum length limit on 
black bass in those areas. In addition, a regulation has also 
been proposed by DWF that would establish a 10 in. minimum 
length limit on sac-a-lait in Toledo Bend from March through 
November. All fish, including sac-a-lait, contain mercury to 
some degree, and the acceptance of this minimum length 
proposal by DWF would simply once again prohibit La. anglers 
from the opportunity of harvesting and eating the safest 
possible fish.



The reason given by DWF for the minimums on Toledo Bend 
for bass and sac-a-lait is so Louisiana’s regulations will 
conform with those of Texas. The reason given for 
establishing the 14 in. minimum in the areas affected by 
Hurricane Andrew was to replenish the bass population. That 
was accomplished over three years ago, and the minimum should 
now be removed.

You will soon decide if La. fishermen in the areas with 
minimum length limits must continue with their present 
choices of harvesting fish with high mercury levels or no 
fish at all. Or will they be allowed to do as the rest of the 
states’ fishermen are allowed to do, and eat the smaller, 
safer fish.

Your commission has been open to public and scientific 
comment on the issue for the last three months. On August 7, 
you will meet in Baton Rouge to take more public comment on 
the question. You will have the information to make a 
reasoned, deliberative decision. You will have the 
opportunity by your decision to signal DWF it is ill-advised 
to take chances with the health of La. citizens. You have 
the responsibility to decide what is best for all in the long 
run. Please vote for the people.

Danny Brabham 
16378 Pailette 
Prairievi1le, La.



THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14” SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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PI. ^Ot^g-p

\ . J d A M j l / h k d
C r

09. f t

18. K & J J / j t f  l ^ e r t k i r f
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

07.

08.

1V<- k l f b j w t 7^7 ?7
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME

qjl {

02.

03. Ij/JcudL X"
ts h  ?  s* {~ is r  r ) .^  ;

os. / / f l U g  f o M Q i W
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os. Dere* D>ez_______
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

/ o i d w  t J h r t U r  f i d .

I lYf? ^  )/s?(?\0 (ZA
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME

-A>1 / f . /

Q5.J 2 * / , ^ ~ . I  ( A / ’z

06./,C7

07. 7^/fcrL.JAe.
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14. / f

1 f

I. ^
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED  
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLW AY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME

05. L

09.

10.

N J d t C
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ATT, BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME

06. / W r w t 7

07.

A f  ;  f -A —
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20- ^ ^
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ATT BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

os. gMLo<>
06. Q f D l h M l

\^J J
07 -Y2t/
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14” SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

Q9.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14” SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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r e x f
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14” SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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02 .

03.

0 4 .^ ,
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED  

ATCHAFALAYA SPILLW AY IN LOUISIANA.
4

NAME ADDRESS
7 0 3  4~<e
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON AIT, BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

Q A o D f i  J j -
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-Y-6 / o  0  .

j  ( f f ( /  /
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

3 9 " y  ■ t-'Ae C c J
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ATT, BASS IN THE / f t )
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA. ^

NAME ADDRESS

0 5 .  j

0 7 .  < ( 2 0 —

08.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON AT T B A S S  IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED  

ATCHAFALAYA SPILLW AY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME

02.

03. ________________________

04.

ADDRESS
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06.

07.

08.

09.

10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

16. 

17.

18.

19.

20 .



THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL O P P O SE D ^)
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL PASS IN THE L /
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

13 £ 0

08.
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/<?&£
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/  .

THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

y / ^ 7  / A y  u , a - fA
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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03.

S k <a/ .5 V w i  l
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSE
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALT, BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.

NAME ADDRESS

j L laJ  C j i o k

J i b  m u  d a  C j m k .

03. lOoUNAfl^vx

04. '.X'l—;

n . y r f ] ) d i j .  j S n J t t f a .

d -  / d r y i A ^ n

19.

) ^ I 5 i  f i J L r & l u c i  P ' K l I ' I p

I I •' ' - n

3 0 3 . ^ H \J ipi,. 0  • ^ *

'7/^  A id z o - l -  P j ,  n u t .

H S n  Y  k i i k E

> >- A V \- /A crt/ /.'-Y -

T Z 9

/£ < /• /*  a4  f ' 2 - f  W l A - t A J l ' / l i C  ''
C A

^ ~ C 'U tS 6 ~  S Y ,  i^CV’ll/rre^T '

- A

U ^ l E a ^ t

'Z . 4  ?  ‘f  3

2 % / ^
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED  
TO THE 14" SIZE LIM IT ON ALL BASS IN THE  
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLW AY IN LOUISIANA.
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14" SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA. <
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THE UNDERSIGNED PEOPLE ARE ALL OPPOSED
TO THE 14” SIZE LIMIT ON ALL BASS IN THE
ATCHAFALAYA SPILLWAY IN LOUISIANA.
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Mr. Joseph B. Cormier 
Commissioner, LWFC

August 1, 1997

Dear Mr. Cormier,

This thursday, you will be asked to decide whether or 
not to continue the 14 in. minimum length limit on black bass 
in the areas affected by hurricane andrew in 1992. I believe 
I can best describe why the regulation should be ended by 
using a chronology of relevant facts/events.
1. August, 1992 - Hurricane Andrew killed many bass in the 

Atchafalaya Spillway area.
2. Sept., 1992 - Bennie Fontenot told me that LDWF would not 

ask for any regs to aid the recovery, that the spillway 
would recover on its own and that they were not going to 
"stock-pile fish for another hurricane to kill.

3. Oct., 1992 - LDWF asked for a 14 in. minimum length limit 
for bass in the spillway area to help the population 
recover, which LWFC granted.

4. June, 1993 - SB 870 was passed which repealed a provision 
granting exception to the creel limit for certain fishing 
tournaments.(weigh in slot limit bass)

5. 1994 - LDWF began conducting surveys of fishermen at the 
landings asking them if they wanted the 14 in. minimum 
continued. It was pointed out to LDWF that these surveys 
were subjective and therefore capable of being 
manipulated.

6. March, 1995 - Bennie Fontenot told Warren Sheets "It 
looks like y'all won’t have to worry about the 14 in. 
minimum in the spillway much longer. The mercury 
problem’s going to kill it.

7. March, 1995 - Bennie Fontenot, Arthur Williams and 
possibly other LDWF personnel met with members of the 
"Black Bass Advisory Council", a non-chartered group of 
mostly tournament fishermen headed by Ernie Gammon and 
thrown together to give credence to LDWFs’ push to 
continue the 14 in. regulation after it had accomplished 
its original purpose. Warren Sheets and I asked to 
attend the meeting, but were not allowed to do so.



8 . March, 1995 - shortly after LDWFs * meeting with the Black 
Bass Advisory Council, it was announced that LDWF would 
ask the commission to continue the 14 in. in the 
spillway.

9. April, 1995 -Many people were catching over 100 bass per
day in the spillway, but having to release them all or
nearly all because they were under the minimum.

10. April, 1995 - LDWF asked the commission to continue the
the 14 in. min. in the spillway for two more years
because they said the landing surveys showed people 
wanted them to and they wanted to do additional research. 
LWFC assented.

11. March, 1997 - LDWF held a series of meeting in Baton 
Rouge, Morgan City, and Lafayette to tell why they were 
going to ask the commission to extend the 14 in. reg 
"indefinitely". At many of the meetings, LDWF were the 
only personnel there as no notice appeared in the papers 
about some of the meetings.

12. March, 1997 - Warren Sheets and I requested the data from 
DEQ they used to calculate mercury levels in fish and 
what level determines that an area waterbody be labeled 
an advisory area. We were told that the averge of the 
length classes of the various fish species was used to 
determine advisory status. Since people are only allowed 
to eat bass over 14 in. long in the spillway, we 
calculated the averages only for the bass length classes 
of 14 in. and above and found that most of the areas in 
the spillway using that method were actually advisory 
areas. We checked our data with deq and they said our 
calculations were correct.

13. March, 1997 - I had a chance to speak with Governor 
Foster on a radio show about our findings. He asked me to 
forward our data to him for review, which I did.

14. April, 1997 - LWFC accepted for public comment LDWFs’ 
proposal to continue "indefinitely" the 14 in. reg. in 
the spillway. They also accepted for public comment
the proposal to establish a 10 in. minimum on sac-a-lait 
in Toledo Bend for part of the year.

15. May 18, 1997 - I made an offer to provide $5,000 each for 
2 polls to verify if fishermen want the 14 in min. reg. 
on spillway bass continued and the 10 in. minimum reg. on 
toledo bend sac-a-lait for part of of the year to be 
established. I never even heard a reply from LDWF.



16. May, 1997 - I was told and later confirmed the fact that 
Terry Melancon, president of the La. Wildlife Federation, 
while at a landing in the spillway, saw LDWF survey 
takers ignoring boats with ice chests in them. In 
addition, he also had an ice chest in his boat, and was 
only surveyed when he confronted the the surveyor and 
demanded that his responses be recorded.

17. July, 1997 - It was announced in the advocate that a bill 
has been approved which will allow tournament fishermen 
in certain tournaments to take exception to the creel 
limits.(weigh in slot-limit bass)

It should be apparent from the above facts that the 
inland fisheries division of LDWF has an agenda of its own as 
far as its management of the bass fishery in some areas of 
the state. And much of that agenda is to satisfy the demands 
of the tournament fishermen. LDWF has the natural tendancy 

of any bureaucratic agency to expand and perpetuate 
itself. Beyond that, it seems to be blindly committed to 
expanding the Florida Largemouth Bass gene pool in La. waters 
to an unrealistic degree. The Same polls that revealed La. 
fishermen wanted Idwf' to stock florida bass also revealed 
they (91%) wanted 'to. catch bass to eat. In areas where

minimum length limits exist, if DEQ continues to average 
the mercury levels in fish from all fish rather^than just . 
harvestable fish, it will appear to"be compromising the 
health of louisiana'citizens.

If the value- is;averaged from harvestable fish and DHH 
raises the value, of the mercury advisory determinant number 
to more than .5 ppm, that will also be considered a 
compromise.. Kesa

It will also be considered a compromise m y D H H  says 
"There are enough safe-guards built into thesystem to allow 
for that", because safe-guards are built in to allow for un- 
for-seen events,=such as people ignorant of the mercury 
problem eating too many fish and even mistakes in 
establishing the mercury guidelines. They should not be 
established to allow for something as easily preventable as 
changing a fishery regulation.

But the most serious compromise would be to allow LDWF to 
continue to allow people to harvest only the larger fish, of 
any species, when there are plenty of smaller, safer fish and 
that is the size the people prefer to eat anyway.



Enclosed is a petition with the names of people in the 
Gonzales area who want the 14 in. minimum removed from the 
spillway. About half were collected in the Riverside Barber 
Shop where the barbers got tired of hearing all the 
complaints about the minimum and decided to do something 
about it. The others were left at various business 
establishments for 5 working days. The surface hasn’t been 
touched yet.

Please vote for the people on August 8.

Sincerely Yours,

7 /  ^1 /V v^i
Danny Brabham



SIERRA C l u b  Louisiana office
850 North 5th St., Suite 103, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
phone (504) 383-7900 • fax (504) 383-7905 • email se-la.field@sierraclub.org

July 30, 1997

Dear Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. and Members of the La. Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission:
Mr. Glynn Carver, Mr. Perry Gisclair, Mr. Tom Gattle, Mr. Joseph Cormier, Mr. Jerald 
Hanchey, Mr. Daniel Babin, Mr. Norman McCall

The Sierra Club is very concerned that the public be fully informed about mercury contamination 
in Louisiana’s fish. In addition, we believe all state agencies involved in Louisiana’s mercury 
program should work to their utmost to educate the people who might consume 
mercury-contaminated fish, and protect their welfare to the greatest extent possible.

We believe that extending the 14 inch minimum size limit on black bass in the Atchafalaya 
Basin/Verret-Palourde Complex fails to consider the fact that bass in these areas have exhibited 
high levels o f mercury, and that fish greater than 14 inches tend to have the highest levels of 
mercury.

The Sierra Club would like to propose instead:
- ‘a 10 fish creel limitron.black bass, no-minimum size, and :: L-y+y.

•no more than -5 black'bass kept'be over 14'inches. ' '  X

Although Dr. Jimmy Guidry, in hisdetter to the Commission of May 28, 1997, has basically 
stated that fish.consumption advisories will protect people’s health regardless of the size o f fish, 
it is well known that larger fish have higher levels of mercury. LDHH literature advises people 
to eat smaller fish as a way o f avoiding high levels of mercury. In addition, LDHH has no 
information to document whether people are aware o f consumption advisories and are limiting 
their consumption." -!

The" 14 inch minimum size limit will force fishers to eat the most contaminated fish. That would 
be contradictory and riot the best protection for the'people of Lpusiana.. People'who are unaware 
o f mercury advisories may eat more contaminated fish than recommended. Eliminating the 
minimum size wilfallow'fishers to keep the smaller fish, which are also safer to eat because they 
havedess mercury;contamination, no matter.how many times;a month people eat them.

:<> hv;:;o:-o

'  y .  re.-.- %
.. y

mailto:se-la.field@sierraclub.org


Please recognize the problem of mercury contamination in fish by adjusting the daily take 
regulations in the Atchafalaya Basin/Verret-Palourde Complex.

Maura Wood
Sierra Club Mercury Campaign

cc: Jimmy Guidry, Assistant Secretary, La. Office o f Public Health
Emelise Cormier, La. Dept, o f Environmental Quality 
Gary Tilyou, La. Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries 
Randy Lanctot, Louisiana Wildlife Federation 
Dr. Barry Kohl, Louisiana Audubon Council

Sincerely,



1 ' i  /

BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70R10

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Alchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIECEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
fa x  (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Vcrret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EGEN LANE 
RATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to nnr support for the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries in their et^orts to stndv black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verrct avid in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION
o

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verrct and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
RATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EGBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766 •:
PAX (504) 766*4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

I027S SIEGBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PETIT ION

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 7664427

We the undersigned wish to register ou 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to stu 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

r support for the Louisiana Department of 
dy black bass management options in the

Signature Addr iss Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

-I / m 
\  U.. p

10275 SIF.GEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Vcrret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 StEGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verrct and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

. We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SrEOBN LAMB 
BATON ROUOE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register ou
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoin!

r support for the Louisiana Department of

ng waterbodies. We specifically support the
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected,by Hurricane Andrew.
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B L A C K  B A S S  A D V l

10275 SIEOEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70<I0

_ _ x PETIT

We the undersigned wish to register ou 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to stu 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoin: 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected

Signature Addr<

S(3*r C O U N C I L
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FAX (504) 766-4427

ION

r support for the Louisiana Department of 
dy black bass management options in the 
ng waterbodies. We specifically support the 
by Hurricane Andrew,

iss Telephone Number
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B L A C K  B A S S  A D  V i

i f r "
;•• ••■ 1027) SrEOBN LANE

BATON ROUOE, LOUISIANA 70810

PETIT

W e  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  w i s h  t o  r e g i s t e r  o u  

W i l d l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  s t u  

A t c h a f a l a y a  B a s i n ,  i n  L a k e  V e r r e t  a n d  i n  a d j o i n  

1 4 - i n c h  s i z e  l i m i t  o n  b a s s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  a f f e c t e d
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PAX (504) 766-4427
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BLACK BASS AD VISORY COUNCIL

10215 STEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (S04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register cur support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to< ĵudy) black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoijimg waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Add ess Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA, 70S 10

»
PHONE (504) 766-4422 

FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies.- We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOBN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EOEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EOEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature. Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGBN LANS 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EGBN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOEN LANE 
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ S LEG BN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4471 
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIcGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 

14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1BOBN LANE
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PETITION

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ 8IB0EN LANS
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 7fc(. I ' • 
PAX (504) 766-44.'

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

^ 7  Signature^__________________Address_______________  Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1BGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ SIEOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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/  Ĉ? xJas

/% ) w m t t f - m s o
-  1 ~  ir i,(
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

ll!27.t SH-C.EN l.ANR 
BaTOM ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PETITION

t l
, K |
• " w

PHONE (MM; 766 4422 
FAX (304) 7664427

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafnlaya Basin, in Lake Vend and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address # Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EGBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE ($04) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ S1EGBN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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z BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION (-V
,  \
■ J

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION ^

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number

k / b |  f l y h d S reed b r^ -I- r
/ / ^ a o  f t t r u iA  M  &  (U> 7 7 4 - 3 0 6 7

f la i z e t

i f io - . i  -1 /Z P .i (^oV o^l
% / 777 .U .7 . ,7-A.

0 3>H.ez) <-o

/< /7 7  f l U ( c n £ j ' b ' a f } f / r  2 ^ 7 7
^  44 /A/fe,/-r 4  l 4 - * h 4 l

7 7  f / '  C U e i J s ^ / L y ? 7

m } b / * /  r ’/ f O  9  t J L  L  Q - O O X X '

^ ( " 6  / , . y  / f 0  U) g y  ( L ' / A i L -  U

_ A 'fji- . /a A * / 7  7 1  . <4 %' ) - y < y  ?<?>

/  c. 7 f  f  f

7 7 f l l ) v i a  Or, ^ V - 7 / / 7
/

L .-v - 4 F T - >i.y ^ 2 - 3 7 ,' T>t

A g  g

"tor- fe e  ! '  /? 3 S "> "  7 < i y y

A / l& l 3 g 3

% > . i d -

H %  ( / H  iP i/u & y  / v i , /)• / o , __________

o c s 3 a  D r  Pa

^ 7 ^ 3

? 7  V  f i l l  ^. ?  ^ - r y  / J i l / P  r r i A e

a  ^  3 /? /» . ZU -  P'fc
a n

% 9  C ' f t  / W

1 ^ 3 3  3  <  M , # ) S .

9 ^ 3 3 3  U tz M iU  <>, v J ( J l / £ r / .  / . ± - 3  3 s ?

/  c7 . d r ( A d l j s  cF*~ 70)/iJ 3 3 4 6 0 % 7

7.



2 6)

BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOBN LANE
BATON ROUOB. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGH, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ S1EOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 7664422 
FAX ($04) 7664427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70S 10

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION,
' f

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalava Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422 
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL
V -

10275 SIBOBN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically suppun 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature ^9 Addres^
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL
L ‘-*

1027$ SIEOBN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422
PAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number

I Q i S c ,  i M o e c i s .  Mm  Q s

^ y ^ d -  Z A 'i/  (

oL IS 'S ’ CjP G l S ~ - S ^ c >  (o
-r H 2 I S 5  C fa 0 & 4 rf RD O tiN T a U

2.12 *) / j (/ ŷ x. ^ , L / /
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in . the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

10275 SIEOBN LANE /  PHONE (504) 766-4422
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810 /  PAX (504) 766-4427

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOEN LANE 
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL \

10275 S1EOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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/T f/L /./y u ^ "?/?</- l£9'7<
f in .  Bs* E l l .  /Oj U i^ .  L a  '? D f/ 'v

° ! M F  v £ t o v  r z f Z Z yX ‘ z y  z ■ y
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70S 10

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

16%

10275 SIEGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ SIBGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1BG6N LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature /) Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EOBN LANE .
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL
v--

1017$ SIBOBN LANS
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONB ($04) 766-*4i: 
PAX ($04) 166*44* I

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL
L"'

10275 SIBOEN LANS
BATON ROUaB, LOUISIANA 70S10

PHONB (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department ni 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in tn 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically supp..; 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically suppm r the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBOBN LANE
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70S10

PHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION
i

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

1027$ SIBOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70S 10

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4421
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

f Signature Address w Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
PAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SISOEN LANB
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONB (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766*4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department ot 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBGEN LANE '
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the" Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Ndmber
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flLAC/i: 5A SS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422 
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIBGBN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

RHONE (504) 766-4422
PAX (504) 766-4427

P E T I T I O N

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE 
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

\ 0 l l 5  SffiGEN LANS
BATON ROUGH, LOUISIANA 70810

PETITION

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

We the undersigned wish to register o 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to s 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew

adjohi

ur support for the Louisiana Department of 
t|udy black bass management options in the 
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Signature Add ess Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10175 SrCOEN LANS 
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE ($04) 766-4422 
FAX ($04) 766-4427

PETITION
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEGEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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t BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL1

10275 SIBGBN LANB 
BATON ROUOB, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONB (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1EGBN LANE 
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70*10

PHONE (504) 766-4422 
PAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 S1BOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

PETITION

We the undersigned wish to register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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BLACK BASS ADVISORY COUNCIL

10275 SIEOEN LANE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70810

PHONE (504) 766-4422
FAX (504) 766-4427

 ̂ PETITION

Wc the undersigned wish te register our support for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in their efforts to study black bass management options in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, in Lake Verret and in adjoining waterbodies. We specifically support the 
14-inch size limit on bass in the areas affected by Hurricane Andrew.

Signature Address Telephone Number
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